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Question 1 
TURN OVER

Question 1

contextual background scene parts a., b.  c.

Note: not scene contextual background

Contextual background
Rita Educating Rita

implied

Play:

Educating Rita

Characters:

Rita

Frank

Setting:

Information:

monologue

Synopsis of the play:

Before the scene

During the scene

After the scene
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2011	THEATRE	STUDIES	EXAM	 4

Question 1 –	continued

Themes:
The	themes	of	the	play	include

•	 personal	freedom	and	growth	through	education

•	 developing	confidence

•	 happiness

•	 life	changes

•	 finding	meaning	in	life.

Scene:

Due	to	copyright	restriction,

this	material	is	not	supplied.
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Question 1 
TURN OVER

a. one or more

b. and/or
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c. Frank implied two or more Rita 
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TURN OVER

CONTINUES OVER PAGE
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Question 2 

Question 2

Unit 3 one
number name

1. The Laramie Project – 10 Years Later 

one or more

OR

2. A Comedy of Errors 

OR

3.  Next to Normal 

theatrical style(s)

OR

4. I Take Your Hand in Mine

OR

5. Sanctuary

two
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TURN OVER

Number and name of the play
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Question 3 

Question 3

Unit 4 all three parts a. b. c.
 one part a. number name

1. . . . waiting for Godot 

2. Julius Caesar 

3. Namatjira 

4. War Crimes

5. The Maids 

6. Hamlet 

Number and name of the play

a. two or more one

b. one actor and
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TURN OVER

c. one 
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 Question 4 

Question 4

Note: not

may

one The Birds

Number name

same a. b. c.

Production planning

a. Annotate The Birds two or more 
and/or

Production planning
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Question 4 
TURN OVER

Script excerpt

after EPOPS’ wife, THE NIGHTINGALE, has 
called the LEADER OF THE CHORUS and THE 
CHORUS OF BIRDS to speak with the two men 

singing

 

 

Annotations
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Question 4 

Production development

b. two or more
this The Birds

Production development
The Birds
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Production season

c. to the 
audience

must

this The Birds
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END OF QUESTION AND ANSWER BOOK
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TURN OVER

 1 2011 THEATRE STUDIES INSERT

Insert for Question 4

Please remove from the centre of this book during reading time.

Contextual background

Play:

You are a member of a production team planning to present a performance of The Birds, a Greek Comedy by 
Aristophanes, in an Open Studio performance space. 

Context:

This play was written in 400 BC, a time when many people were being sued and taken to court by spies in 

the Greek world. The Birds is a comedy which makes fun of politicians and celebrities. 

Themes:

corruption, manipulation, creating a utopia, revolution, power, the ridiculous nature of politics and the law, fairness

Plot elements:

to look for the easy life they have heard exists among the birds. 

THE

both men and gods.

and to have a say in how it is run: lawyers, poets, prophets, spies, engineers, crooks, salesmen and punks. 
HOPE gets rid of them all.

land and give up SOVEREIGNTY, the beautiful girl who manages the gods’ treasure.

SOVEREIGNTY.

Theatrical style(s):

Your production team has decided to incorporate the following conventions of the theatrical style of Greek 
Comedy.
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2011 THEATRE STUDIES INSERT 2

These stimulus images are provided to the production team during the Production development stage for the 
interpretation of The Birds.

Stimulus image 1: Gardens of the Human Condition

Stimulus image 2: When Worlds Collide

Due to copyright restriction,
this material is not supplied.
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 3 2011 THEATRE STUDIES INSERT

TURN OVER

Stimulus image 3: The Hoopoe Bird

Stimulus image 4: Dionysus, the Greek god of wine and parties

Due to copyright restriction,
this material is not supplied.
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2011 THEATRE STUDIES INSERT 4

END OF INSERT FOR QUESTION 4

These are two pictures of the Open Studio performance space that will be used during the Production season 
for the interpretation of The Birds.

lighting bars

audience seating
Can be arranged

anywhere in the space

entry from a
large foyer space
with a box office

bio-box
For lighting and
sound operation
Accessible by stairs

rostrum blocks
Can be arranged
anywhere in the space
if required

12 metres

B
al

co
ny

, 3
 m

 fl
oo

r t
o 

ra
ili

ng

door to foyer

not to scale

19 metres

Floor space for audience and
for performing area

6 metres from floor to ceiling
Stage and audience seating are moveable
Removable curtains are hung from both balconies

Balcony, 3 m floor to railing

Figure 2. Bird’s-eye view of the Open Studio performance space
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