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2011        Languages: Tamil GA 3: Examination 

 

Written component 

 

GENERAL COMMENTS 
Overall, students’ performance on the 2011 Tamil examination was very successful, maintaining the high standard of 

previous years. 

 

The amount of space given for a response should be used as a guideline for the length of the answer required. Some 

students copied parts of the questions to fill the answer space, and others included redundant information.   

 

Students are reminded that the same piece of information will not be asked for in two questions. Students should not 

reuse answers, and care should be taken to answer each question precisely. Students are reminded that notes written in 

the note-taking column of the examination paper are not assessed. 

 

Teachers and students are advised that the examination will not consist solely of questions that require translation or the 

simple recall of information. While some simpler items may be found, there will also be some items pitched at a higher 

cognitive level, requiring analysis, synthesis or evaluation.  

 

Some students failed to draw on examples from the text and others referred to, but lacked a clear understanding of, 

simple vocabulary. This prevented them from being awarded full marks. Furthermore, students were not given full 

marks if they simply reproduced sentences from the reading or listening texts. Answers needed to demonstrate that 

students had manipulated language creatively and effectively to produce an original response.  

SPECIFIC INFORMATION 

Section 1 – Listening and responding 

Part A – Answer in English 
Students were presented with four texts in Tamil. Most students listened very well and wrote all the required 

information in the note-taking columns. Some failed to understand specific aspects of texts; they simply gave a word-

for-word translation of the text without analysing the questions properly and responding in the correct amount of detail. 

 

In this section, students are not expected to respond in complete sentences unless asked to do so. Rather, they are 

expected to demonstrate their understanding of the question and respond in a way that communicates relevant, accurate 

and appropriate information. Some students couldn’t find all of the expected information within the given texts and 

simply repeated the same fact or detail several times in their answer.  

 

Students are urged to listen carefully for the required information and respond in a considered way. Bullet points, mark 

allocations and answer spaces on the examination paper are a guide to the amount of information required.     

 

Text 1 

Question 1a. 
The information is most likely to be heard in a Tamil convenience store/Tamil shop. 

 

Question 1b. 
This man would succeed in his business because he (four of): 

 knows the location and the price of goods for sale 

 promotes new items such as drumsticks  

 gives a loan to (reliable) customers  

 reduces totals/gives a discount 

 the female customer expresses satisfaction: ‘That’s what I come here for’.  
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2a. 

The qualities Kumar’s parents would like him to develop include:  

 being able to save money 

 spending his savings on a good purpose 

 looking after his things (for long time) 

 being a good team member and contributing to the school/class 

 taking pride in himself. 

Text 3 

Question 3 

3a. 

The man failed in making good ‘paayaasam’ because he did not: 

 stir it continuously 

 add hot water. 

3b. 

Kamala suggests that healthier ‘paayaasam’ can be made by: 

 using the correct/an increased amount of green peas 

 roasting certain ingredients instead of frying them in ghee 

 substituting coconut milk with cow’s milk or soy milk 

 using less sugar.  

Text 4 

Question 4 

 

Issues (in brief) Example given 

Gender inequality High-level female officers are not happy with their male colleagues.  

Insufficient income for 

widows  

There is no government support for widows who don’t have jobs and who have 

young children to look after.  

Social/family problems/ 

long working hours 

 

 Children face difficulties when both parents are working.  

 Parents have no time to spend with their children. 

 
4b. 

Listeners can join in the program by: 

 going to the studio 

 phoning in questions.  

Some students misunderstood the texts and gave inappropriate answers. 

Part B – Answer in Tamil 
Criteria 

 understand general and specific aspects of texts by identifying and analysing information 

 convey the information accurately and appropriately 

Text 5 

Students were presented with two listening texts in Tamil. 

 

Question 5 

5a. 
ghujpahu; ntspg;gLj;j Kaw;rpj;j gue;j r%ff; fUj;J gpd;tUk; mbg;giliaf; nfhz;ljhfTk; g+uz trdq;fisf; 
nfhz;lge;jpahfTk; ,Uf;f Ntz;Lk; vd;W vjpu;ghu;f;fg;ngw;wJ. 
 
cyf kf;fs; epwk; >,dk; >tUkhdk;> fyhr;rhuk; Kjyhd gy;NtWgl;l NtWghLifsf; nfhz;bUe;jhYk; mtu;fs; midtUk; 
g+kp vd;w xUjha; tapw;Wg; gps;isfNs. MfNt mtu;fsplk; ,tu; cau;e;jtu; vd;Nwh ,tu; jho;e;jtu; vd;Nwh ve;jtpj 
NtWghLk; fhl;lg; glf;$lhJ. 
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Text 6 

Question 6 

6a. 
jdJ Ntz;LNfhSf;fhf kfs;toq;Fk; fhuzq;fs; gpd;tUkhW. (VjhtJ 5 fhuzq;fs;). 

 jhd; gy tUlq;fshf Clfj;Jiwapy;; fw;fg;Nghtjhfr; nrhy;ypf; nfhz;L tUjy;;  

 VO tajpypUe;Nj ngw;Nwhu; eldj;ijf; fw;gpj;J te;jik 

 eldk; cs;sj;jhy; gbf;fg;gLtJ kw;iwait %isahy; gbf;fg;gL;git 

 eldk; mtSf;F capu;%r;rhfp tpl;lJ vd;gJ 

 cyfg;gpurpj;jp ngw;wtshf tUtjhd cWjpnkhop  

 
6b. 

 jkpo;g;ngw;Nwhu;fs; jq;fSf;F ,sk;tajpy; fpilf;fhjtw;iwj; jq;fs; gps;isfs; ngw Ntz;Lk; vd;w kdg;ghq;Fld; 
,Uf;fpwhu;fs; vd;gJk;;;; 

 Fwpg;gpl;l rpy njhopy;fisAk; mjw;fhd ghlq;fisAk; ,tu;fs; rpwg;ghdjhff; fUJtjpy;iy vd;gJk; ,g;gDtypy; 
,Ue;J ntspg;gLj;jg;gLfpwJ. 

 

Section 2 – Reading and responding 

Part A – Answer in English 
 

Text 7 

Question 7 

7a. 

The factory income is in decline because it:  

 started to use sub-standard raw materials 

 is spending too much money on computerisation and re-training employees 

 is cutting machinery maintenance expenses  

 is using cheap foreign/imported goods 

 spends too much money on media advertising.  

7b. 

The personal reasons Kandeepan gives for wanting to continue the job were that: 

 he did not want to lose his first full-time job/the job he liked the most 

 he did not want to lose regular income 

 the boss was nurturing 

 it was a safe work environment 

 his co-workers were friendly.  

7c. 

Kandeepan shows that he is a good advocate for the company by:  

 having a positive attitude/creative ideas 

 writing this letter 

 believing in the good name of the company 

 talking about the high quality of the company’s product. 

Text 8 

Question 8 

8a. 

These projects help young Indian people to develop themselves (five of): 

 through using natural resources for industries they develop a sense of economics 

 through keeping the environment clean they develop a sense of hygiene 

 through working with the police to stop the crime in the community they develop their social skills 

 through managing projects they develop leadership/project management skills 

 through working with uncooperative youth they develop a sense of tolerance and patience 

 they are offered an education that meets international standards. 
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8b. 

The aspects of the organisation of the course that contributed to its success were:  

 having students live in full-time residential accommodation  

 teacher supervision 

 the fact that it was compulsory for students to participate in at least one project. 

8c. 

The Tamil Nadu Special School Association gave the speaker the opportunity to see the projects.  

Section 2 – Reading and responding 

Part B – Answer in Tamil 
 

Text 9 

Question 9 

Students were required to write the text of a speech to persuade parents to enrol their children at a particular school. 

Some students showed they understood both general and specific aspects of the given text by identifying and analysing 

information. These students conveyed the information accurately and appropriately with relevant use of persuasive 

techniques. 

 

Section 3 – Writing in Tamil 
Some students were able to demonstrate their knowledge of Tamil by writing a piece that was cohesive and varied in 

vocabulary and sentence structure. These students responded to the topic logically and coherently, and provided well- 

planned and well-written pieces that were a delight to read. Their pieces were accompanied by the skilful and apt use of 

proverbs, allusions and relevant ideas, and it was evident that these students had a sound understanding of grammar, 

syntax and vocabulary and the ability to use their knowledge effectively. 

 

Some very able students used advanced vocabulary and complex sentence structure well but did not use the 

conventional text type correctly, particularly evaluative writing in the form of a review. Students are advised to 

familiarise themselves with range of different types of texts (refer to the VCE Tamil Study Design, page 52). 

 

Question 10 

Students were required to write a personal letter describing the joy and feelings they experienced after they visited their 

parents’ birthplace. This was one of the most popular topics.  

 

Some phrases from the more successful responses included: 

  ghlrhiy nry;yhky; mg;gh ez;gu;fSld; Cu; Rw;wpdhuhk;. gf;fj;J tPl;L khkh… 

  ghl;lh cq;fs; ez;gu;fs; vd;idj; jq;fs; Ngug; gps;is vd;Nw…. 

  vdJ guk;giuapd; gpwg;gplk;> Xw;Wikapd; rpd;dk;> …cyfpNyNa kpfr;rpwe;j,lk;.. ,d;W Mf;fpukpg;G mf;fpukk;… 

  ghyg;gk;> til tapW Gilf;fr;rhg;gpl;L.. ey;y fhyk; Jtpr;rf;fu tz;B Xbagbahy;;..… 

  mg;ghTk; mk;khTk; gf;fj;j tPl;by; ,Ue;jgbahy;jhd; …fhjy; tsu;e;jJ… 

 
Question 11 

Students who chose this question responded very well. The following are phrases from high-scoring responses: 

 clw;fy;tp epu;g;ge;jkhd ghlk; 

 njhopy; toq;FNthu; Kd;Dupik… 

 ve;j tpisahl;lhdhYk;; mjw;F xU kupahij cz;L. 

 thndhyp njhiyf; fhl;rp Kd;Dupik tpsk;gu tUkhdk; 

 tpisahl;L tPuu;fSf;F rpwe;j gpuir tpUJ…. 
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Question 12 

This was the most popular question in this section and most students handled it competently. Although some students 

were not sufficiently familiar with the characteristics of this text type, most responses produced were well shaped and 

contained excellent vocabulary, culturally appropriate opinions and ideas, and a summary of the student’s line of 

argument, using accurate, appropriate and wide-ranging language. Students could discuss both the advantages and 

disadvantages of Australian Tamils watching Tamil television drama serials. 

 

The following are phrases from high-scoring responses: 

 …xU ehs; ghu;f;fj; jtwpdhy; jq;fsJ rpNefpjpfs; cwtpdu;fSld; njhlu;G nfhz;L ele;jijf; Nfl;lgpd;Gjhd; capNu 
jpUk;gp tUk;… 

 nghOJ Nghf;fh my;yJ mUke;j nghOijg; Nghf;Fk; xUtopah? 

 ghlrhiyf; fzf;nfLg;gpd;gb ehlfk; ghu;g;gtu;fs; Nfl;ly; Ngrjy; vd;gtw;wpy; jpwik fhl;b tUtjhfTk;… 

Question 13 

Students were asked to write an imaginative story. Students who answered this question paid attention to the 

characteristics of this text type and responded very well.  
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