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Written component  

 

GENERAL COMMENTS  
Overall, students’ performance on the 2012 Tamil examination was very successful. 

 

The amount of space given and the marks allocated for a response should be used as a guide for the length of the answer 

required. Some students copied parts of the questions to fill the answer space, and others included redundant 

information, which did not earn marks.  

 

Students are reminded that the same piece of information will not be asked for in two questions. Therefore, students 

should not reuse answers, and care should be taken to answer each question precisely. Students are reminded that notes 

written in the note-taking column of the examination paper are not assessed. 

  

Teachers and students are advised that the examination will not consist solely of questions that require translation or the 

simple recall of information. While some simpler items may be found, there will also be some items pitched at a higher 

cognitive level, requiring analysis, synthesis or evaluation.  

 

Some students failed to draw on examples from the text and others referred to, but lacked a clear understanding of, 

simple vocabulary. This prevented them from being awarded full marks. Furthermore, students were not given full 

marks if they simply reproduced sentences from the reading or listening texts. Answers needed to demonstrate that 

students had manipulated the language creatively and effectively to produce an appropriate response.  

 

SPECIFIC INFORMATION  
Note: Student responses reproduced in this report have not been corrected for grammar, spelling or factual 

information. 

This report provides sample answers or an indication of what the answers may have included. Unless otherwise stated, 

these are not intended to be exemplary or complete responses. 

Section 1 – Listening and responding  

Part A – Answer in English  
Students were presented with four texts in Tamil. Most students listened very well, as indicated in their note-taking and 

final answers. Some students failed to understand specific aspects of texts; they simply gave a word-for-word 

translation of the text without analysing the questions properly and responding with the correct amount of detail.  

 

In Part A, students are not expected to respond in complete sentences unless they are asked to do so. Rather, they are 

expected to demonstrate their understanding of the question and respond in a way that communicates relevant, accurate 

and appropriate information. However, some students simply repeated the same fact or detail several times in their 

answer. Other students omitted necessary connecting words that would have demonstrated their full understanding of 

the question. Using a suitable connecting word embeds the fact in its context.  

 

Students are urged to listen carefully for the required information and respond in a considered way. Bullet points, mark 

allocations and answer spaces on the examination paper are a guide to the amount of information required. 

 

Text 1  

Question 1a.  

(B) From a website 

 

Question 1b.  
The male’s words and actions show that his goal is to provide customer satisfaction as he (any four of)  

 is punctual 
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 supplied high-quality products that were better than the customer expected, and then he asked for feedback 

from the customer  

 is prepared to exchange products or give a refund 

 unpacks and puts the products where they are asked for/requested 

 collects the wrappings and recycles them. 

Most students did not list points relating to the person’s punctuality or the quality of the product. 

 

Text 2  

Question 2  
Students are expected to distinguish between the key requirements of the questions and therefore the different responses 

that are required. Question 2a. related to the possible benefits to Thamayanthi herself. Question 2b. related to the 

benefits to the company. Students are reminded that they are expected to supply answers from the information given in 

the text. Information in students’ answers that is not derived from the text is considered irrelevant. For example, ‘She is 

younger than 17, so the company can pay less’. However, reasonable inferences from the text are acceptable.  

 

2a. 

If Thamayanthi gets this position she will 

 receive money for her university education  

 practise and utilise her (dancing, acting and musical) skills  

 gain recognition. 

2b. 

The company would be likely to consider Thamayanthi because (any three of)  

 her parents will give written permission  

 she is prepared to sign the agreement 

 she has experience  

 she has successfully completed two steps.  

Text 3  

Question 3  
Brother: practical (any two or three of)               

 He wants the dog to have microchip so if it gets lost again it will be easily found.                         

 He asked about thanking Charlie for bringing the dog home.  

 He thinks his sister should eat well and stop fretting. 

Sister: emotional (any two or three of) 

 She is sad because the dog was lost.                         

 She is kind because she was thinking about the dog’s pain.  

 She lost her appetite when she was upset.  

Most students demonstrated a general grasp of the conversation. However, some did not respond to the question asked 

and instead supplied only a direct translation.  

  

Text 4  

Question 4  
According to the speaker, the advantages of teaching children to use both hands are   

 it will improve their sporting ability                         

 it will develop the function of both sides of the brain 

 it will avoid minor injuries in left-handed children  

 it will enhance their skills with musical instruments. 
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Part B – Answer in Tamil  
Students were presented with two listening texts. 

 

Criteria 

 understand general and specific aspects of texts  

 convey information accurately and appropriately  

  

Section 2 – Reading and responding  

Part A – Answer in English  

 
Text 7  

Question 7  

7a.  

Tamil attitudes towards women portrayed in the film include 

 a man may believe his mother rather than his wife/mother-in-law if they complain 

 traditional roles: boys play volleyball, girls play on swings  

 girls do not think independently (the daughter thinks only about women’s rights because her father raises the 

issue in meetings and in the newspapers) 

 the woman uses a mobile phone to prove her mother-in-law wrong 

 the woman was promoted, and her husband left his job and moved with her 

 family decisions are made together. 
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7b.  
The reviewer presents a balanced view of the film. 

  

Positive 

 acting – realistic, convincing  

 cinematography – conveyed beauty  

 music – gained the attention of audience, beautiful  

 positive representations of modern women  

 dialogue – mother-in-law’s sentences were hurtful  

Negative 

 pointless fight scenes  

 out-of-date representations of women  

 can’t find much improvement/still have to travel too far 

Some students used the word ‘aunty’ instead of ‘mother-in law’. 

 

Different responses were required for Question 7a. and 7b: Question 7a. dealt with the content of the film, whereas 

Question 7b. was an evaluation of the film review. For Question 7b., rather than providing specific evidence from the 

review to substantiate their evaluation, students simply wrote highly general information about the review.  
 

Students should provide full and informative responses to questions and factual evidence from the texts must be 

supplied.  

 

Text 8  

Question 8  

8a. 

Aspects This year Previous years 

type and amount of rubbish 

collected 
 fewer shopping trolleys and 

garbage bags 

 able to collect a wider variety, 

including mattresses and furniture 

 a greater number of shopping trolleys 

and garbage bags  

 (unable to collect mattresses and 

furniture) 

range of participants a greater number of participants, 

including more young people under 

sixteen, members of school 

communities 

 

 fewer volunteers 

 older people  

organisers’ feelings pleased and satisfied disappointed 

 

Some students failed to supply both components of the answer and did not include either the types of rubbish collected 

or the amounts collected. 

 

8b.  
This year’s campaign has been more successful than previous years’ campaigns because the school ‘Green Zone 

Project’ is having an effect; more young people and their school communities are participating. 

 

Many students grasped the general aspects of the text and gave answers that were appropriate to the question. For 

example, This year more participants and more encouragement which made it more successful. Other students 

identified the specific aspects of the question and were able to give suitable answers. For example, Because of the 

school ‘Green Project’ this year, many students, teachers and parents participated. 

 

8c.  
The speaker’s example: Two students shamefully removed their plastic bottles from this creek in front of other students, 

who were shocked by their behaviour.  
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Section 2 – Reading and responding  

Part B – Answer in Tamil  
 

Text 9  

Question 9  
Students were required to write a personal letter in reply to their brother, responding to the brother’s request to get a 

loan to buy a car. 

 

Some students supplied a creative and interesting scenario for the context of the letter. They gave a variety of culturally 

appropriate responses to Kumar’s letter. They were able to include some thoughts and ideas that showed they 

understood how such an informal letter might be dealt with in the real world of Tamil speakers.  

 

  
Section 3 – Writing in Tamil  
Students responded well to the questions in this section. 

 

Some very able students did not score as highly as they could have as their responses were not in the required format or 

text type. 

 

In this section, many students were able to demonstrate their knowledge of Tamil by writing well-planned and well-

written pieces that were cohesive and varied in vocabulary and sentence structure. Their pieces were accompanied by 

the skilful and apt use of proverbs and relevant ideas, and it was evident that these students had a sound understanding 

of grammar, syntax and vocabulary, and the ability to use their knowledge effectively.  

 

Question 10  
This question required students to write the text of a speech to be given to visitors from a Tamil-speaking country about 

the importance of libraries in Australia for all sections of the community.  
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Question 11  
Students who chose this question responded very well.  
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