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2008                 LOTE: Tamil GA 3: Examination 

Oral component 

GENERAL COMMENTS 
Overall, the students’ performance in the 2008 examination was the most successful to date. Students were fluent in 
spoken Tamil and they used an acceptable standard of dialect forms of India, Sri Lanka, Singapore and Malaysia. They 
used an excellent range of vocabulary, correct grammatical sentence structure with clear pronunciation, intonation and 
tempo. It should be mentioned that when students spoke dialect forms unfamiliar to the assessors, the written form of 
the language was used for this segment. This enabled students to remain confident and focussed on their conversation 
and discussion.  

This year there were only a few occasions where students asked for questions to be repeated. In previous years this 
request was far more common. If students asked for something to be repeated or explained, it was not classed as an 
error, unless of course they did it frequently. Their use of English words was minimal with assessors noting the use of 
‘cope’, ‘ok’ and ‘like’. Pleasingly students used the correct Tamil words for car, kfpOe;J and train, njhlUe;J. 
Some students appropriately supported their discussions with notes, photographs and diagrams but did not use these as 
cue cards.  

Section 1 – Conversation 
During the Conversation students were expected to converse with the assessors about their personal world, including 
topics such as school and home life, family and friends, and education and aspirations. Most students kept their 
conversation relevant, provided a variety of ideas and information, all of which were culturally appropriate, supporting 
their opinions with apt examples. They used a good range of appropriate vocabulary and correct grammar and showed 
command of style and register. Most students effectively linked with the assessors and demonstrated good 
communication skills and repair strategies. They followed the conversational cues provided by the assessors. Very few 
students required considerable support and assistance from the assessors in order to maintain and advance the exchange. 
These students used improvised compound words such as NghfpaJ> NkYkhf – words not known in the Tamil 
lexicon.                 

Section 2 – Discussion 
This year most students selected discussion topics from their everyday experience and so were engaged with their 
topics. They had done suitable research, were able to give their introduction and respond in detail to questions. They 
were confident in answering queries on directions of their chosen topics and the solutions to problems raised by their 
topics. Again, in contrast to previous years, this year’s students used a wide range of vocabulary to explicate their 
topics. Regrettably, many students confined themselves to the clichéd topic of ‘The changing world of women’. 
Hopefully in future years students will be confident enough to explore a wider range of topics. It must be noted that 
some students mentioned that their chosen topic was suggested by their teacher. These students seemed to have 
difficulty presenting an original and critical point of view and expressing opinions. 

Topics chosen by students included: 
• ngz;fspd; kPjhd Mz;fspd; mlf;FKiw 

• khwptUk; ngz;fspd; FLk;gg; gpur;rpidfs; 

• jkpo;g; ngz; KjpNahUf;F mT];Nuypahtpy; Vw;gLk; gpur;rpidfs; 

• jpUkzkhd ngz;fSf;F Vw;gLk; td;Kiwfs; 

• fztdpd; kidtp 

• Nghuhl;lKk; ngz;fSk; 

• Mz;ngz; el;G 

• jpUkzKk; ngz;fSk; 

• tpjitg; ngz;zpd; epiy md;Wk; ,d;Wk; 

• jkpo;ehl;by; ngz;fspd; Rje;jpuk;. 
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The assessors were pleased to note that some students used a high degree of imagination and originality in their choice 
of topics, including: 

• ehl;lhu; ghly;fs; - %tupd; gq;fspg;G 

• jpiug;glq;fspy; eifr;Rit. 

Written component 

GENERAL COMMENTS 
This year most students responded very well to the written examination. Students who read the questions carefully and 
underlined or highlighted the required information scored highly. Some students had problems answering questions in 
English. Students are reminded that when answering questions that require different items of information (as indicated 
on the examination paper by bullet points and blank spaces), they must provide all the information to obtain full marks. 
In Section 2, students unfortunately lacked the necessary analytical skills and knowledge of English at the expected 
standard to receive the highest possible marks in Part A. 

SPECIFIC INFORMATION 

Section 1 – Listening and responding  
Part A 
Students were presented with three oral texts in Tamil. The questions were asked in English and students were required 
to answer in English. If the meaning of the response was clear, no marks were deducted for mistakes in their English. In 
Section 1 some students did not take accurate notes when they had the opportunity to do so, which impacted on the 
responses. 
 
Text 1 
Question 1 

• personally collect before 6.00 pm today 
• ask to send by courier at his own expense 
• dropped off by a staff member – Namagal from the library 

All students were able to provide a full response to this question. 

Text 2 
Question 2a. 
Because she had her conferral ceremony for her PhD 

Marks were awarded if the word(s) ‘graduation’ or ‘certificate giving ceremony’ were used. 

Question 2b. 
Any five of: 

• the use of helicopters to transport the bride and bridegroom 
• they are going to Malaysia for their honeymoon 
• the wedding hall was decorated with many colourful electric lights 
• ‘Manavarai’ was made up of flowers from all over the world 
• the DVD depicted the whole three days 
• the grand feast. 

Text 3 
Question 3a.  

• teacher representative/Mathumitha’s teacher  
• at Mathumitha’s book publication ceremony 
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Marks were also awarded if students showed that they understood the publication of Illaku Tamil.  
 
Question 3b. 

• the day when the government granted permission for students to take Tamil as a subject for the Year 12 
examination 

• a student who was born in Australia learnt Tamil as a second language and wrote a Tamil book/released Illaku 
Tamil. 

Some students failed to read the question carefully and did not give an answer for one of the golden days. 
 

Question 3c. 
• written as a guide for students for whom Tamil is a second language 
• to provide contrasts with English sentence construction 
• key examples are provided in the common mistakes section 
• key examples of correct grammar  

Most students responded to this question. Some students were unaware of the purpose of Mathumitha’s book. 
 
Question 3d.  

• to the teacher for teaching 
• to her mother for encouraging her to learn Tamil 
• to her Dad for teaching Tamil and saving all her study and exam materials 

Some students unfortunately confused the terms for the E}y;-ehty; and khztp-kidtp.  

Part B 
Several students misread the clear instruction to write in Tamil and also did not listen to the verbal instructions. As a 
result they wasted time writing the answer in the wrong language. 

Text 4 
Question 4 

• passengers carrying items that must be declared 
• passengers carrying items that need to be disposed of in the bin 
• passengers who have to travel from Melbourne to other cities/transit  
• passengers who are planning to catch a taxi 
• passengers who have unbuckled their seat belts before the sign is turned off 

Some students appeared not to understand the meaning of ‘explanation’ and lacked the ability to provide an explanation 
in their own words. Unfortunately these students tended to repeat words and phrases heard in the listening text. 
 
Text 5 
Question 5 
Any five of: 

• knowledge of English plus at least two other languages 
• ability to captivate the audience  
• knowledge of the locality of Kuttalum 
• first aid training 
• driving licence for public transport 
• swimming skills 
• experience as a tour guide. 

Some students appeared not to understand the meaning of ‘describe’ and lacked the ability to provide an answer in their 
own words. Unfortunately they tended to repeat words and phrases heard in the listening text. 
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Section 2 – Reading and responding  
Part A 
Text 6 
Question 6a. 
 

Demand for new gymnasiums  Ways in which the demand is being met 

Any three of: 
• change in lifestyle/social trend/fashion 
• sedentary workers 
• parents motivate children 
• doctors’ advice. 

 Any three of: 
• gyms in workplaces 
• equipment in schools 
• local governments establishing gyms 
• gyms being opened by private owners. 

 
This year it was again evident that some students lacked suitable English proficiency to meet the requirement of a VCE 
paper. For example, some students were unable to distinguish between ‘demand’ and ‘responses’. 

Question 6b. 
Any three of 

• poor quality equipment 
• limited equipment 
• untrained coachers 
• ‘quick fix’ unsuitable medication 
• high fees/profit oriented 
• no ventilation. 

Question 6c. 
The author is asking for the government to take a role in regulating the running of the gymnasiums to solve the 
problems indicated in Question 6b. 

Many students mistakenly claimed that the author was asking that customers not take drugs and that they have a 
medical check prior to commencing an exercise routine. In fact students should have realised that, while the author was 
listing problems, he was only making one request. The fact that only one mark was allocated for a correct answer and 
that only one piece of evidence was required should have indicated the correct answer. Only three lines were provided 
on which the correct answer could be written – another clear indication of the correct answer. Furthermore, students 
would be well advised to remember that these sorts of indicators signpost the answer required. Also students should 
remember that one piece of evidence can not be used to answer a different question. 

Text 7 
Question 7a. 
 

Old New 
• Match with the movie 
• Music for words 
• The poet knew the story/scenario 
• Short imagination and originality 
• Valuable treasures 
• Had meaning 

• No match with the movie 
• Words for music 
• No link between the story and the songs 
• Lack of imagination and plagiarism 
• No values 
• Meaningless 

 
The majority of students were unable to give adequate answers to this question. For Question 7a., the important 
differences as seen by the author between old and new songs were required for the answer to gain full marks. The 
students’ opinion of the differences was not relevant. 
 
Question 7b. 
Any four of: 

• addressing the audience directly beginning with the question asking for their opinion 
• noting that the elderly are distressed 
• repetition of the word ‘scarcity’ 
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• referring to new songs in inverted commas 
• referring to old sons to treasure 
• saying ‘I am open to discussion’ or appearing to be inclusive 
• saying comments from others are welcome. 

In this question persuasive techniques used by the author to appeal to his audience’s emotions were the key requirement 
of the question. Many students appeared to be unaware of the actual meaning of the question. 
 
Part B 
Text 8 
Question 8 
In Part B of Section 2, students were required to write a 150–200 word informal letter in Tamil to their sister-in-law 
Abirami in response to the given text. The following are examples of sentences and phrases from good responses.  

• mz;zhTf;Fg; ghlk; Gfl;ba rk;gtj;ijAk; cq;fs; cau;e;j Neu;ikf;Ff; fpilj;j ntFkjpiaAk;… 

• …FWf;F topapy; nry;tJ jfhJ vd;w kfhNghjidia xU ,utpy; elj;jpa… 

• ju;kk; jiyfhf;Fk; vd;W Gfl;ba… 

• ed;wpkwg;gJ…vd;w ngha;ahnkhopg; Gytu; topapy; Viog;guprhufu; nrd;wik … 

• fztd; ey;y my;yJ jPatopfspy; nry;tJ kidtpapd; ifapy; cs;sJ vd;gJ Md;Nwhu; thf;F 

• $lg;gpwe;j rNfhjuNu xUtUf;F xUtu; cjthjNghJ ahNuh xU guprhufUf;F … 

• Neu;ikf;F xU cjhuzk; 

• cz;ikapy; ePq;fs; vdf;F mz;zpahf mike;jJ Nghd n[d;kj;jpy; nra;j Gz;zpak; 

• vdf;Fk; ,t;thW ele;J $100 Fiwe;jJ vd;W Ntiy gwpNghdJ… ePq;fs; nra;jJ ngupa Gz;zpak; 
 

The following are examples of responses which highlighted the personal nature of the letter. 
• G+id Fl;b Nghl;bUf;fpwJ 

• clk;igf; ftdpj;Jf; nfhs;Sq;fs; 

• jkpo;g; guPl;irf;Fg; gbf;fpNwd; 
 

Unfortunately most students simply used many of the words, phrases and sentences provided as the basis of their own 
answers rather than as cues for creative language choices. Some students confused the formats required for personal and 
official letters. They used jpUkjp rptfhkp…,g;gbf;F> ftpjh rptrq;fud;. 

Section 3 – Writing in Tamil  
Students must be familiar with and show mastery of the given text type in the VCE Tamil Study Design, page 13. They 
must bear in mind that each of the text types has it own appropriate audience. The expression, vocabulary used and 
format of their response, including number of words, must correspond to the given text type and audience. All of these 
criteria must be met if the student is to be awarded full marks.  

Many students were able to demonstrate their knowledge of Tamil by writing a text which was cohesive, varied in 
vocabulary and sentence structure, and which responded in a logical and coherent manner to the topic. They provided a 
well-planned and well-written text which was a delight to read.  

Successful students’ responses dealt with the topics in a profound, original and accurate manner. They demonstrated a 
good command of all the relevant information and employed language in an entertaining manner. Some students used 
proverbs and traditional sayings appropriately to illustrate their responses. This was possible because of their sound 
knowledge of Tamil, understanding of grammar, syntax and vocabulary and their ability to use these effectively.  

In this part of the examination many students’ answers went beyond the prescribed word limit or they did not use words 
wisely. Students should adhere to the word limit and respond to the criteria, the text type and the kind of writing 
required. For example, while the Section 3 word limit was 200–250 words, some very able students unfortunately took 
too long to come to the point and so exceeded the word limit. Students should remember that sentences beyond this 
limit will not be assessed, and the criteria cue adversely affected without a conclusion.  
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Question 9 
The following are sentences and phrases from good responses. 

• Rj;jk;> foptiwg; gof;ftof;fq;fisg; gofpf;nfhs;thu;fs;. mNjrkak; Ju;thu;j;ijfs; NgrTk; 
,lKz;L. 

• Nrhu;e;j Kfj;Jld; fhzg;gLthu;fs; 

• gzk fl;l ,ayhJ> ey;yitf;F fl;lzk; mjpfk;. 

• jhad;Gf;F epfuhdJ vJTk; ,y;iy 

• tPl;Lf;Fs;Ns mile;J fplf;fhky;… Kisapype;Nj jd;tajpdUld;… 

rNfhjuj;Jtk;…tpl;Lf;nfhLj;jy; … vjpu;fhy ew;gpuirahf… 

• ngw;Nwhu;fs; Foe;ij tsu;g;Gg; gw;wp mwpahjtu;fshapd; ,e;j epiyak; ey;yhrhd; MfpwJ. 

• gpQ;R kdk; my;yth 

• md;idnkhop mbehTf;Fk; Ntw;Wnkhop EdpehTf;Fk; tUtjw;fhd mghak;… 

• gy;ypd fyhr;rhu Foe;ijfNshL gofptpisahl tha;g;Gz;lhfpwJ  

• xU ehzaj;Jf;F ,Ugf;fq;fs; cs;sJ Nghy… 

• gps;is guhkupg;gh? gzk; Nrfupg;gh? 
 
This was the most popular question and students who selected this question performed very well. 
 
Question 10 
This was an informative report. Many students demonstrated good knowledge of sentence structure and sequencing 
techniques. They also exhibited extensive knowledge and understanding of informative language vocabulary. Some 
good responses to this question included when and where the work experience was completed, how the students were 
treated, what they learnt, things they particularly liked and suggestions to other students.   
 
Question 11 
This was the persuasive text of speech. The standard of writing in responses to this question was generally quite good. 
However, some responses did not give enough attention to persuasive language. It is important that teachers emphasise 
the various phrases of persuasive language. 
  
Question 12 
This was the second most popular question chosen by students. Students produced good evidence to demonstrate their 
knowledge of sentence structure and sequencing. They demonstrated depth and breadth of knowledge in the treatment 
of the task through the presentation and development of relevant imagination related to the topic. 
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