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2007                LOTE: Tamil GA 3: Examination 

Oral component 

GENERAL COMMENTS 
Generally, the performance of students in the 2007 oral examination was very good. This year the students were very 
fluent in terms of their command of everyday, colloquial language. Students used acceptable standard dialect forms of 
Singapore, Malaysia, Sri Lanka or India. The topics and sub-topics chosen for the Discussion were much more varied 
than those used in previous years. The use of English words during the oral examination continued to be a matter of 
concern. 

SPECIFIC INFORMATION 

Section 1 – Conversation 
During the Conversation students were expected to converse with the assessors about their personal world, such as 
school and home life, family and friends and education and aspirations. Some of the students kept their conversation 
relevant, provided a variety of ideas and information and supported their opinions with good relevant examples. They 
used a range of appropriate vocabulary and correct grammar and showed good use of style and register. Some students 
answered too quickly and their answers were shallow, vague and not considered thoroughly, for example: tpdh: 
ghlrhiyapy; ifj;njhiyNgrp gad;gLj;JtJ njhlu;ghf cq;fs; gpujhd ghlrhiyr; rl;ljpl;;lq;fs; vd;d 
$Wfpd;wd? tpil: nfhz;Ltu Ntz;lhk; vd;Wjhd; nrhy;thu;fs; Mdhy; rpyu; nfhz;LtUthu;fs; rpyu; 
nfhz;Ltu khl;lhu;fs;. 

Section 2 – Discussion 
Unfortunately, most of the students who were extremely fluent in colloquial Tamil appeared not to have undertaken the 
required amount of preparation and research required for the VCE examination. Therefore they found it difficult to 
maintain a discussion for the whole seven minutes without repetition. There is a significant difference between 
everyday, colloquial language ‘fluency’ and the actual requirements of the LOTE oral examination. It is not enough to 
be able to respond quickly and suitably in conversational terms; they should also be able to show that they have 
prepared the topic and have done the required hours of research. Students should introduce the topic in no more than 
one minute (taking sufficient time to clearly introduce the sub-topic studied and the resources used) and then be 
prepared to answer questions and engage in a discussion. It is not sufficient to simply introduce the topic in one 
sentence and then wait for assessors to ask questions. 

The discussion itself should be coherent, using appropriate illustrations and examples, vocabulary and design. Some 
students seemed to have difficulty presenting an original viewpoint, expressing opinions or making criticisms. Some 
students had not adequately prepared their topic and therefore did not perform well in this section. 

Students should remember that using culturally-appropriate forms of greeting when entering the room and leave-taking 
when departing are also part of the assessment. Even after being reminded by assessors, only one or two students 
demonstrated an awareness of this. 

Some students who rushed to answer questions often used English words such as ‘ok’, ‘teacher’, ‘so’, ‘only’, ‘person’, 
‘help’, ‘university’ and ‘score’. In addition there was some confusion as to correct word choice within Tamil itself; for 
example, ‘library’: E}yfk;. Some students displayed a sound knowledge of appropriate proverbs and allusions, such as 
‘kf;fSf;Fr; nra;Ak; Nrit flTSf;Fr; nra;Ak; Nrit’, ‘fz;izf;fl;b fhl;by; tpl;l khjpup’. 

Written Component 

GENERAL COMMENTS 
Most students responded well to the written examination. Students who read the questions carefully and underlined or 
highlighted the information that was needed did very well. Some students had problems in answering questions in 
English. Students are reminded that some questions will require more than one answer, as indicated on the examination 
paper by bullet points and the length of blank spaces. Students must provide all answers in order to obtain full marks. 
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Some students who were awarded high marks in Section 2, Part B and Section 3 unfortunately lacked the necessary 
analytical skills and knowledge of English to receive the highest possible marks in Part A of Sections 1 and 2. 

SPECIFIC INFORMATION 

Section 1 – Listening and responding  
Part A – Answer in English 
Students were presented with three spoken texts in Tamil. The questions were asked in English and students were 
required to answer in English. If the meaning of the response was clear, no marks were deducted for mistakes in the 
English. Some students did not take accurate notes in Section 1. 

Text 1 
Question 1a. 
Any four of: 

• the grandfather has taken the trouble to travel eight hours by car 
• he wanted to come early 
• the effusive/warm/hearty manner in which the grandfather expresses his best wishes 
• the response of the grandfather – he acknowledges her affectionate and caring nature 
• she tells him he will be tired, have a shower and change. 

Most students were able to provide a full response to this question. Some students, however, did not give all of the 
relevant information from the text. Some students had made a note of ‘eight hours’ without noting the vital additional 
detail of ‘travelling’, then they answered that the uncle had worked eight hours. Some students gave only one piece of 
information in different ways. For example, ‘Grandfather wished her well’, ‘Grandfather used loving language’ and 
‘Grandfather kissed granddaughter’. 

Question 1b. 
Either of: 

• the son could not take a day’s leave and come on the previous day 
• it is eight hours away, driving. 

Question 1c. 
Both of: 

• her classmates have been invited because this was her last birthday before leaving school 
• many relatives have been invited. 

Question 1d. 
Nilani will be following a course of her choice at the university of her choice. 

Text 2 
Question 2 
Type of cuisine (any one of the following) 

• rural Tamil 
• south Indian 
• Tamil Nadu 
• Chetty Nadu traditional  

Method of cooking and serving (any two of the following) 
• cooked in traditional mud pots and pans 
• served hot 
• special/different masala 

Choice of dishes (any four of the following) 
• thosai 
• idli 
• puttu 
• stringhoppers 
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• appam (hoppers) 
• oothappam 
• many dishes with different masalas 

Text 3 
Question 3a.  
Any one of: 

• an interschool sports meet 
• a sports meet 
• an athletics day  
• a sports carnival. 

Question 3b.  
All of: 

• by contributing snacks 
• by taking part in the tug-of-war with teachers 
• by being spectators. 

Question 3c. 
Shot put 

Most of the students responded to this question with ‘throwing kundu’ instead of using the correct English term. 

Part B – Answer in Tamil 
Text 4 
Question 4 
All of: 

• her son has passed the driving test 
• he attained his wish to get his driving licence on his 18th birthday 
• now he can drive to work and to his classes/college  
• the son can drive mother around so she does not have depend on the father. 

Text 5 
Question 5a. 
All of: 

• she is among the top three scorers 
• by asking for a higher salary she is unlikely to be tempted by other offers  
• her late starting date implies commitment so it is unlikely that she would leave suddenly. 

Question 5b. 
Any three of: 

• the previous nurse walked out on the job without notice 
• the doctor can only see certain patients in the morning 
• while he is without a nurse he has to fill two roles (nurse and doctor) 
• he needs time to select a good nurse. 

Section 2 – Reading and responding  
Part A – Answer in English 
Text 6 
Question 6a. 
All of: 

• youngsters are smoking/selling cigarettes to youngsters 
• reading habits are decreasing/poor reading habits 
• mothers are not keen to breastfeed/indifference to breastfeeding 
• poor school discipline/lack of discipline in schools/truancy.  
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To demonstrate their understanding of the text, students were required to differentiate between the social problems in 
the country and campaigns. Many students just listed the campaigns. 

Question 6b. 
The author has a negative view of/does not accept such promotional campaigns. His reasons for holding this view are 
(any four of): 

• they are costly/a waste money 
• they are complex/involve much planning 
• they have dubious/questionable outcomes/they do not achieve the intended goals/benefits/they do not reach the 

targeted group 
• some are not carried through/not completed 
• they bring commercial gain to advertising companies and printers. 

This question had two parts. Several students did not state clearly the author’s viewpoint and his reasons.  

Text 7 
Question 7a. 
Both of: 

• intelligence is like a powerful car that is not started 
• the thinking capacity is like the skill of the driver. 

Question 7b.  
Either of: 

• practice, experience 
• creativity, invention. 

Question 7c. 
Today’s experts say that team-thinking is the best method to solve problems and to be innovative. But 2000 years ago, 
Karikalan consulted his ministers and convened a seminar and invited all the scholars and experienced landlords to 
contribute ideas to solve the difficulties in building a dam across the Kaveri. The task was successfully completed and 
that dam still exists. 

Question 7d. 
Any three of: 

• the river was continuously flowing fast 
• the sandy river bed makes the foundation unstable 
• no modern technology was available for draining or lifting heavy weights 
• the length of the dam needed to be 10 miles. 

Some students provided the same information multiple times, just worded slightly differently. 

Question 7e. 
He uses a question, ‘But is it really a new method?’ It is effective because it forces the reader to read the second 
paragraph for the answer. 

Most of the students did not fully understand the device used to link the paragraph and mistook it as an example. 
Unfortunately some of the students did not cope well with this question, which required to provide an analytical answer 
in English and to draw appropriate inferences. 

Part B – Answer in Tamil 
Text 8 
Question 8 
Students were required to write a text for a speech of 150–200 words in Tamil to be presented to a school assembly. 
Some excerpts from good responses were:  

• ,e;jg; nghd;dhd NtisapNy ,q;F $bapUf;Fk;… 

• “mbahj khL gbahJ” vd;gijf; filg;gpbf;fpwhu;fs; NghYk; 

• kwjpf;F kUe;J kh];lupd; gpuk;G 
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• khztu;fs; ehisa tpUl;rj;jpd; tpijfs; 

• ehisa jiytu;fis cUthf;Fkplk; ghlrhiy 

• mf;fiuf;F ,f;fiug;gr;ir 

• ek; rNfhjuu;fs; tskpd;wp thl ehk; tsq;fis tPzhf;fyhkh? 

In this part many students’ answers went beyond the prescribed word limit. Teachers should advise students to restrict 
their writing to the word limit and respond to the criteria and the text type.  

Section 3 – Writing in Tamil  
Students must become familiar with the text types listed on page 13 of the study design. They must bear in mind that 
each of these particular text types has its own appropriate audience, and the expression, vocabulary and format of their 
response must correspond to the given text type and the audience. All of these criteria must be met if the student is to be 
awarded full marks.  

Many students demonstrated their knowledge of Tamil by writing a piece which was cohesive, varied in vocabulary and 
sentence structure and which responded to the topic in a logical and coherent manner. They provided a well-planned 
and well-written piece which was a delight to read. Questions 9, 10 and 12 were equally chosen by the students. 

The best students’ responses dealt with the topics in a profound, original and accurate manner. They demonstrated good 
command of all the relevant information and used language in an entertaining manner. Some students used proverbs and 
traditional sayings appropriately to illustrate their responses. This was possible because of their sound knowledge of 
Tamil and understanding of grammar, syntax and vocabulary.  

The 15 marks for this section were divided by awarding a maximum of five marks for each criterion.  

Question 9 
Students could prepare their application for a news reading position on either an English or Tamil television station. 
Most of the students who selected this question performed very well. Following are some excerpts from good responses 
to this question. 

• …vd;idg;gw;wp ehd; ngUikahff;$WtJ ey;yjy;y. MfNt ehd; nra;jp thrpj;j epWtdq;fshy; vdf;F toq;fg;gl;l 
ew;rhd;wpjo;fisAk; vdJ mgpkhd ,ufrpfu;fshy; vdf;Ff; fpilj;j ghuhl;Lf;fs;> tho;j;Jf;fs; vd;gtw;iwAk; 

,izj;Js;Nsd;. mtw;wpy; Fwpg;gpl;lthW ehd; ,g;NghJk; mofhfTk;> MNuhf;fpakhfTk; ,Uf;fpNwd;… 

• …vq;Fk; vg;NghJk; te;J Ntiy nra;aj; jahuhf ,Uf;fpNwd;… 

• …xU nra;jp thrpg;ghsDf;Fupa rfy jFjpfSk; vdf;F ,Ug;gjhf ehd; epidf;fpNwd;… 

• …mD$ykhd gjpiy vjpu;ghu;f;fpNwd;… 

• …njhiyf;fhl;rpapy; nra;jpfs; ‘mWit’ vd;W epidf;fpd;w ,isQupd; vz;zj;ij mbNahL khw;wpatd; ehd;… 

• …Clfj;Jiwapy; ehl;lk; nfhz;L gl;lk; ngw;wtd;… 

• …nra;jpfs; thrpg;gjpy; kl;Lky;y epfo;r;rpj; jahupg;gpYk; mDgtk; ngw;Ws;Nsd;… 

Question 10 
Students who selected this question used a broad range of vocabulary relevant to the topic and demonstrated sound 
knowledge of sentence structure and sequencing in Tamil that was appropriate to the text type. Following are some 
excerpts from good responses to this question. 

• capiug; gwpf;fTk; cliyf; fhag;gLj;jTk; Kf;fpa fhuzp tPjp tpgj;jhFk; 

• tpopg;Gzu;T Cl;Lk; tifapy;… 

• vr;rupf;if mwptpg;G: <u tPjp ftdkhfr; nry;yTk; 

• ,g;gFjpapy; fLikahd fhw;W tPRk; 

• rkpf;iQ 

Question 11 
This was the least popular question. Many students who selected this question simply reproduced a pre-learned and 
memorised story, paying no attention to the specific requirements of the question. 

Question 12 
This was the most successful question, according to the marks scored by the students. Students who selected this 
question produced good evidence and demonstrated their knowledge of sentence structure and sequencing. They 
demonstrated depth and breadth knowledge in the treatment of the task through the presentation and development of 
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relevant information, ideas and opinions related to the topic. Following are some excerpts from good responses to this 
question. 

• rpWJsp gy gad;fs; 

• G+kp khjhTf;F cq;fs; cjtp mtrpak; 

• nts;sk; tuKd; mizfl;b ePiug;ngW 

• Kd;Ndhbahd Fbkf;fshf ,Uq;fs; ed;iknay;yhk; cq;fSf;Nf 

• Kw;whf mopAk; epiy tuyhk; 

• tug;NghFk; jiyKiwf;F 

• Nrkpf;Fk;gb epge;jid tpjpj;jhYk; ehk; gpd;gw;WtJ ,y;iy 

• vy;NyhUk; Nru;e;J cioj;jhy; ,aYk; 

• ruhrup MAl;fhyk; mjpfupf;f ehk; cgNahfpf;Fk; ePupd; msTk; mjpfupf;fpwJ 

• mT];Nuypahtpy; gQ;rkh? 

• thfdj;ijr; Rj;jkhf itj;jpUg;gJ jtW vd;Wehd; $wtpy;iy… 

• Gjpa Aj;jpfis Nkw;nfhs;s Ntz;Lk; 

• gQ;rG+jq;fspy; xd;whd… 

• vjpu;fhy re;jjpia kdjpy; nfhz;L… 

• tope;NjhLk; ePiu jpirjpUg;gp tpl;lhy.;… 

• vkJ jiytpjp vd;W ,Ue;J tplhjPu; 
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