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2009 LOTE: Japanese First Language GA 3: Examination

Oral component

GENERAL INFORMATION

The Japanese First Language oral examination primarily assesses students’ knowledge and skill in using spoken
Japanese. In the Presentation section, students must present the results of the Detailed Study they undertook in class on
a topic of their own choice. In the Discussion section, students engage in a discussion with the assessors and elaborate
on the results of their study.

The Detailed Study requires well-developed reading comprehension and research skills, including the ability to use an
analytical approach. These may not usually be part of the Japanese secondary school curriculum. ‘Reading
comprehension’ in the Japanese school system often means picking up ‘key words/phrases’ from a text or condensing
the contents into one or two short sentences, or a short paragraph.

Teachers of Japanese First Language must be well acquainted with the study design requirements. Some of them may
benefit from attending a professional development session.

There was a decline in the number of Japanese First Language students this year due to fewer exchange students from
Japan. However, there were two or three outstanding performances among this small cohort. Most students performed at
an average level. Students’ language levels were appropriate in most cases.

Generally speaking, students’ performances suggested an insufficient understanding of the Presentation and Discussion
requirements. It appears that students equate the Presentation with a speech or a talk, both of which are one-sided
communications by the speaker to the audience. For this reason, it appeared that many students were not adequately
prepared for the Discussion. They simply summarised the contents of the resources, picking up key words and
expressions without analysing and understanding the gathered information. They often neglected to include any of their
own opinions or ideas.

Students are increasingly relying on downloaded Internet resources for the Detailed Study. The study design specifies
that the aim of the Detailed Study is for ‘the student to understand and appreciate aspects of language and culture
through the study of texts in Japanese drawn from Literature and Arts’ and suggests that “at least three texts, drawn
from the field of Literature and/or the Arts, are selected.” Teachers should guide their students carefully when selecting
their source materials, and remind them that they should not limit themselves to the Internet as a source material.

Similarly, news items from newspapers and magazines are not considered to be “texts drawn from Literature and Arts’,
although they can be used as supplementary information in addition to the main resources. However, materials from
Japanese newspapers and magazines such as essays, reproductions of interviews, short stories and by-line articles can
be used as resources.

Perpetual topics such as ‘bullying” and “barrier free society for the physically disabled’ were replaced with other topics
such as Ikiru (to live), Freetaa (job-hopping part-time worker), Bushido (the way of warriors), Yutori Kyoiku (freer
education) and Furooshi (aged people maintaining good health and active lifestyles until the end of their lives). This is a
welcome change as repetition of the same topics year after year using the same source material often leads to excessive
‘borrowing’ from past students” work.

Students performed better when they chose a topic to which they could relate, for example, Ikiru (to live) referring to
pop music and sports in the life of youths. On the other hand, topics such as Bushido (the way of warriors) may be too
profound for many students of this age group to adequately understand.

A problematic area was the use of cue cards. Page 29 of the VCE Japanese Study Design specifies that only one side of
the card should be used. This was clarified at the LOTE Chief Assessors Training Meeting and the information was
passed on to the relevant teachers. Although most students used their cue cards correctly, there were some who did not.
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SPECIFIC INFORMATION

Section 1 — Presentation

Communication

Overall, students demonstrated an average to above-average ability to convey the results of their Detailed Study. Most
students concluded their oral presentation within the set time limit.

Assessors noted that some students spoke too fast or in a mumbling manner, presumably because of tension or a lack of
confidence. Clarity of speech is important in the Presentation.

Content
Choosing a good topic and using three or more authentic materials is of fundamental importance to doing well in the
Presentation.

Section 2 — Discussion
This is the area in which many Japanese First Language students are unprepared.

Communication

A few students were able to maintain a meaningful discussion with the assessors on their chosen topic. A common
response was to wait for assessors to ask questions, which students would answer by repeating the content of the
presentation.

Such passive attitudes by students may be culturally influenced. However, for the VCE oral examination it is expected
that students will take the initiative by adding to, elaborating on and clarifying the results of their study, and readily
discussing issues and their own views and opinions with assessors.

Content

The content of the Discussion must be relevant to the selected topic and drawn from authentic resources. Short,
abridged versions of a source are not suitable as main resource material, since such material does not have substantial
information, or the ‘flavour’ of literary work. Students should remember that visual materials such as films, paintings,
manga, anime and televised theatrical performances can be used. Generally speaking, the content of the discussions
were thin and lacking in substance.

A lively discussion between the assessors and student could have ensued if the student had talked about the famous
episode of Kumagai Naozane from Heike Monogatari or 47 ronin avenging their Lord’s shame. Or students may like to
consider whether members of Japanese secondary schools’ extra curricular martial arts (Kendo or Judo) clubs are able
to learn the spirit of Bushido by practising such martial arts.

Students should consider an interesting aspect to the topic that may enrich the content and enliven the discussion.
Written component

GENERAL COMMENTS

Most students completed the paper in time and responded to all three sections. There were a few students whose
responses were exemplary, showing maturity in thought and sophisticated writing skills. The majority of students
performed at an average level.

Students performed best in the Listening and responding section, followed by Reading and responding. When
answering comprehension questions it was common for students to transcribe sentences word for word from the original
texts. These questions should be answered by rephrasing or paraphrasing in the students’ own words.

Most students used genkoo yooshi correctly and placed punctuation in the correct positions. Kanji continued to be a
weak area. A common mistake was to use incorrect kanji for homonyms, for example, % for %% and ' for
74, Okurigana and particles (¥ < ¥ 2572 X OB Oy J7) also require some attention.
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SPECIFIC INFORMATION

Section 1 — Listening and responding

Question 1a.
o HEINHRUIR LWL DIC (EH) LT HHER
o fHFAT, BMAHKICLNnE ) IcEEE T2

Question 1b.
o - (15 BWAROZZREL (BFTD) &/
. AR OREE ) ZRnT 52 L
o - (2x) Bl TREDIBING ZO%ETD

o T Ty —H L DrEREUR

o XUFUORNEUE (X RUF OB

o FRENTRNAT, D &K F A BRSE (X ARRDKFRRUGAL)
o [Elovortl / TExE LizWOF] THHRICKS S

Question 1c.
FZ: 300AA. 94 (40%. 40%<H\V) | wE, B

3 o~4-> IFfE

Question 1d.
[@hinl-bOREEEBZZHEE] (EWVWIER)

Question le.
Unfortunately, the number of ji exceeds the word limit in the following response. The last sentence could not be

included in the assessment.

INETOFYETIE, #HHERLVOIBMOLES LAY LR RTEEZ L TWe, TDXH, TRDRWE)
WniZinolz, LinL, JELEWETIIATERRICE Y . TR R28WE RETW\W5, Hr o H CTEAEEY:
H (&) ORERLEMOBEIZATHH ) ZEELZATND, £ LT, BFERITAEZRHWEZD, ~v—27
—NERS ZEICEY ., EMORYIS Z2HALHEMBEO LS &E (ZRICLIEVWEF>TND) .

Section 2 — Reading and responding

Question 2
The following is an example of a high-scoring response; however, it contains some instances of incorrect kanji and

lacks paragraph indentation. The latter is very important in the correct use of genkoo yooshi.

ARG O FRIR I L ORI & IR

(4 A
ARIE. BHEFEOEE. L TN bORA L MERIZOVWTEE LW EBNET,

BIE, B EmM AR > COWD/NEAIT3E, £ LT, AT 6E, S5, AAbERAEITIEIZ LAY
F9, FEEE RAELENERATRLCVET L, ROBEYVOKETH, o T\ I8 LW TT,
LvL, BATIE, BHEFE2H -2 ICk o TREEFHENS SARE TWET, BHEFICIT. &
FTLHEVSIIND TiEZe, BWEALH £,

BATEROMRE LT, 22058 2H N TEEY, 1oRE, HHEFITE THEMNTHL LW HHETT,
R ARDOMBERBET, WAWAREREGLFNTEET L. GP SHREZME S FIZL V. INhdkoTr
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ko, BRI OL 2L, WEPHERTL5FNTEET, 2o08I1F, RICDEHSTCFS, WUH2HITHEEHR
AR flio T, FICANTHRTDZEFNTET L LWV I FTT, HBHFESEIIWAR TS, HrEFE 20
ZIFE WOTHHRT D2 ENTEET, BT FAA AR, WOTHT IR TS 52D1F, ETHRW
TLIEEEZET,

LML, AT, /IPRERZT TR, @RED, EHEHOBN~OFFLIALZERINTHET, NF
BETIL, 94.2% DKM, HFESE, 98.9%ICH DIT Y . EflE., 19.9% DN, HEEEFI OB HIAL%Z
BORLTCWET, LML, BORICARDITTEAND Y £, TNOOMHMIE, HEEFEHORES L LTHT
HIvET,

ML, 2260 7, 12HIF, EHEHFESTFHENSZR L TND T ETT, B, PR E % fdi 5
WD ENARE, DF 0, AEREREZHRICEONTLE I FERL, HEWVWERTA T, AHRVKAED
WIENMEETLEI ENOIWTT, LT, RETIE, #HEHESTZRY POEOREDFEELLHEL T
T, INbE-, #EEEFFARBREZHOLRRELEEZET, T LT, 22HIF, B TEZDLEWVWIHEF
MTERLROTLED, EWVWIFETT, MAFESR, WoltFLHSO ) TR TE R D LW HIL,
KANZIR o TR ERI AT E 5252 L1270 F9,

At BN~OEEREROFFAZ R T 5720 TiE, 2o &) @3 <o b BnES, £
A F =3y MEROBHZ L > LEL<T 5L T, FHRHELICEZEXARVENSIILOLNESTELE
b\iﬁo

INT, AE—FEMDYET, HYNED TXVFELE,

Section 3 — Writing in Japanese
In Section 3, Writing in Japanese, students’ results ranged from excellent to poor. The choice of topics was well spread
and all topics produced high-scoring responses.

The conventions for different kinds of writing (a diary entry, a report, a contribution to the reader’s column and a
newspaper article) were not always followed.
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