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2012 Lanquaqges: Japanese First Language GA 3: Examination

Written component

GENERAL COMMENTS

Most students responded to all questions on the 2012 Japanese First Language examination. A few strong students
presented exemplary responses, showing maturity of thinking and sophistication in their writing skills. Most students
performed at an average level, with a few students performing at a poor level.

In general, students performed best in Section 1 — Listening and responding. However, students’ responses were not
always accurate as they failed to pay close attention to details in the spoken text. Some answers used vocabulary that
was not mentioned in the text or that was too simplistic to be awarded marks.

Students produced some well-written responses in Section 2 — Reading and responding, showing their ability to
understand the content of the two texts that were provided. On the other hand, some students failed to grasp a good
understanding of the overall theme of ‘Pet boom and its social background in Japan’. As a result, some students wrote
mostly about their own experience and time with their own pets.

Some solid responses were produced in Section 3 — Writing in Japanese. To answer questions that require extended
written responses, it is vital that students have a clear understanding of the text type, the required length of the response,
the audience and the purpose. A number of students failed to satisfy these requirements. Other students failed to
understand the text type, whereas other students failed to use an appropriate tone for the audience. There were only a
few students who showed a clear understanding of these requirements.

Common mistakes were made in all three sections. When writing in hiragana, katakana and kanji, students must be
aware that the shapes of the characters and stroke order are critical in order to avoid any misunderstanding.

Students should also pay attention to the neatness of their handwriting. Handwriting is not directly assessed, but some
students’ writing of the characters was so messy that the shapes of the characters were incorrect or incomprehensible.

Attention to accurate use of grammar is also very important. The misuse of particles and mismatches between subjects
and verbs (ZEFE D 12 U #1) were the most common mistakes.

SPECIFIC INFORMATION

This report provides sample answers or an indication of what the answers may have included. Unless otherwise stated,
these are not intended to be exemplary or complete responses.

Section 1 — Listening and responding

It is important that students focus on understanding exactly what the keywords in the questions require, work out the
appropriate length of the answers, and carefully extract words and expressions from the text. This year the text was
about Japanese Nobel prize-winners and their thoughts on science. After listening to the text, students should answer
each question precisely and concisely.

Question la.
(B#) (Purpose)

HPELOBEDHYICDONTEZSE oM ITEIRHT ST E - To provide an opportunity that encourages viewers to think
about the relationship between science and themselves.

(7—=<) — (Theme)
J—RNIWEEZEL-BAANFZE- Japanese scientists who have won Nobel prizes

Question 1b.
o HKiEL: {L=E — Doctor Noyori: Chemistry prize
o INBESH: WIEEFE - Mr Koshiba: Physics prize
o INIEIR: YIEFE - Professor Masukawa: Physics prize
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(GRFRLTLVDHTE)
ANTELN
(ZDEK)

RATORYDHZITRENLGNENSTE

(EBR)

o BODRAYDHEENHAZHUSE, DLV ED
ADRART—&L1={13%,
o fBADFRMLIE-HMRITREEELLLY,

(About ‘the concept that all three scientists emphasised”)
Being consistent
(About ‘its meaning’)

It means you would not be influenced by trends or
comments made by others.

(Explanation)
e total dedication to research

e strong determination

Question 1d.

ROEDNTRTA-TND
o BEMNSEEZLIHLANLLD
o BALWYIZRUDFFTD

The answer should have included both points below.
e consistent determination to stick to a goal
e curiosity, which makes people jump into various
things

Question 1le.

Rl

PEOBHX. SEDOANEEEZDIRNEHHE, Z0
F=HI2H, ZEICIERFEMALTEOLM L R X
BZICEFENTELSLTEY., HERETIEIRRAMEED
MEBLEMBTELN, TATE.BEDILFBEHA.
REDEILDLFRITES . [FRERIEZDHLETER
Lo BlEEZSIEN, REBZHEE—SHITHLHDT,

The following is a sample response.

Junior high school is when students should think about
their future. For that reason, students are expected to study
science. We live our lives surrounded by science and,
therefore, we cannot fully understand things in the modern
world without understanding science. That means, we
cannot anticipate only about the current situation, but
about future changes too. We cannot foresee the future.
Learning science is the first step towards preparing one’s
plan for the future.

RRCEHLIEENESR

o B, EWDEFI, DAY

o BYIMDELLVEFDFEA

o UVBHE, WFAFTZEIELLELTILNS

o WL, MO ELEBEERREFALTLD
o GEFEELFEALTLS

o [FTERAMK. AFRABENELLEZTNS

o FHMNBEYITHD

Linguistic aspects affecting the marks given to students
e structure and sequence
e accuracy, range and appropriateness of vocabulary
and grammar
e punctuation

Common errors made by students

e omitting words or expressions — (incorrect) FRATIZFREALZELY (correct) FRITORYDH T TR EN L

e changing words completely or using words that were not in the text — (incorrect) BRI 2 Z 2 545252
& (correct) B2 EDEADHYIZDONTEZSE>MNITEREET H2E

e missing keywords — (incorrect) /—RJLEZZELI-FFHE (correct) /—RNILEEZZEL-BAAHESE

Section 2 — Reading and responding

Students’ responses in this section varied from excellent to quite poor. In Section 2, it is important for students to pay
attention to the key words in the question. The question clearly indicated that students were required to cover the causes
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and results of the pet boom, the advantages and problems of pet ownership, solutions to problems and students’ own
opinions. Students needed to identify and synchronise ideas and information from the texts. There were some cases
where students copied the texts verbatim; they merely made a few changes to word endings and added some
conjunctions. To answer questions of this kind, students need to have practised the skill of relating their responses to the
texts while not copying directly from the texts.

TXRAR2ED LT N E1HEHR

RybT—LOREAEHER

=¥
ARIIYERYIZENGEFTERSO . RIEMEO #
(DD DIEHY) hENT=,
ENGREEFHLERTIHE. BEORELRED
REDT vy IZRMANT, RUbEFSZETE vy
TEEBHESELT=,
ARDEFENBRISHEN ., EVDOBARLEEH
=B TELALY, RO RDEEHLIER =,

RYMIBMBYNORED—BELTH OIS K
SITHRYRYEDHARIELT=,

— 2. RYRDLDIFERY, HOMLTELEN
HCREEREI L=,
RyMMIZBLEBRNTEDODNDESIZHY, FENDK
DIEFEMNEDH 1=,

RyrEGFHRENHIESN. EBATERYIERZ
SEEFENMEMLI- FHEIL IV DB0%NHNR
hERSZEERMT BHLS1TH o1,

RybZEIEDF R ERER

(e

BLHRLH D, (MENTHS. BEEBEDK
DERESED. IYNERETIILESE—
> RIUTATRIGEDHIZEFTERD)

BEREGEANEN, LOFEB-OITFITEX
1EIg2=RybE (KA E)E TS,

T)—F—hFFELZEIIEZ T, ThE--EWE
WEL-YT S,

R R R

BMEEFHEORELNLETHS.

EBHJ)—4F—Icxt9 BENEHERD S,
RyrDFERBEICTREER S, (FSTILO=ZKEH
EIT5)
FNEDOEFTZFBAEIZT D (RYMIBITEFHET
5. RA49AF T E DT THITKATRRIZEo1=0FIC
LENELSMNBKLSIZTB)

Relevant information and ideas to be identified from
Texts 2 and 3

Causes and results of the pet boom

people pursued affluent lifestyles and lost close ties
with family members

when people realised the gap between the ideal
family life they wanted and the real situation, they
tried to fill that gap with pets

people lost touch with nature and could not
understand the natural way in which animals live,
resulting in an increase in the number of patients
with ‘pet loss syndrome’

pets have come to be seen as family members rather
than just pet animals, resulting in a sudden increase
in the pet population

some pet owners neglected to give the necessary
training to their pets

many people raised their pets at home, so their
preference as to the type of dog has changed

the general environment for raising pets improved;
many rental properties accepted pets being raised in
the house; 80% of newly constructed luxurious
apartments accept pets inside

Advantages and problems associated with keeping pets

therapeutic effect (answer should include examples
such as keeping pets lowers blood pressure, relaxes
patients with dementia, works as animal therapy, the
case of a dog especially trained to work as a
voluntary hospital assistant)

irresponsible pet owners abandon their pets when
their pets become difficult to handle due to
improper training when young

profit-pursuing breeders dispose of unsold pet
animals

Solutions

review legal control systems, such as the Animal
Protection and Management System

tighten up legal controls over irresponsible breeders
improve sanitary environments for pets

clarify pet owners’ responsibilities (e.g. desexing
pets, microchipping pets so that when lost pets are
found, their owners can be identified)
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BEZITNZBAREESR

o ANYMT—LRKAMEZRBLTLSNIZDOVNTOES
NER

A key element that must be included in students’
responses

e express their own thoughts about what the pet boom
symbolises

RRICEHLEFENESR

o WX (RE—FER).BH. EWMDET. DLNY
o EYIMDIELLVEFOER

o VDA, WFINTEELLENTLVD

o BEYII. MO ELGERERREFEALTLD

o SUERZIELLEALTLS

o HE.RB.ENEFETHD

o RERAK. ARRLEAELFEATLD

o FHMNEYITHD

Linguistic aspects affecting the marks given to students
e structure and sequence
e accuracy, range and appropriateness of vocabulary
and grammar
e punctuation

Common errors made by students

o failing to offer own thoughts about what the pet boom symbolises (some answers included an opinion, but it

was copied from the text)

e copying relevant information and ideas from the texts exactly as provided on the paper

e ignoring the text type
o failing to use the title given in the question

Section 3 — Writing in Japanese

Responses for this section showed that some students read books widely and, therefore, were equipped with
well-developed writing skills. There was strong evidence to suggest that the quality of answers was clearly influenced
by the number of books read as well as students’ levels of knowledge of films, stories, performances and social issues in
general. These are critical factors leading to students scoring highly in this section. Also, when practising writing,
students are advised to consider using language and grammar that is relevant to this section.

RRICEAHLEENESR

o .. EWMDESI. DY

o BEYIMDELLVEFOFER

o UVBAE, AENFTEELLENTLD

o BEENC. MO ELLERERFEZFEALTLS
o ISUERZELLEALTLS

o HE.RB.ENEFETHD

o EWAK. AFRALBENELEZTNS

o FHMNEYITHS

Linguistic aspects affecting the marks given to students
e structure and sequence
e accuracy, range and appropriateness of vocabulary
and grammar
e punctuation

Common errors made by students
e inappropriate text types
e wrong kanji
e wrong use of grammar

Question 3

This question was the most popular in this section. Excellent pieces of writing weighed up the benefits and problems of
Facebook, considered the pros and cons in a balanced manner from a personal as well as community and business
viewpoints, and offered personal opinions for future improvement.

The following are examples of key contents and ideas that could have been included in students’ responses.

o ARRZREBHLGOT. FRIERRUENLHD.

o EBORERE. EMDBRIEATLDIANELELTL

e Asitrequires people to register their real names, the
information is relatively accurate.
¢ You can find your former friends if they are on
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LS. EBRTES, Facebook.

ESRRIZHFER D,
ARBEFESOT. AAEHRAENDEN,

RKERTOOHAYMNHIZTERLONTLES . K
EDZWN-DLBNERLENS,

AAVREDITZY, DIFonf=YUd 52T, AR
BOZFZIZHY . AL RIZH S,
RAEFEFWNZ, BBOEFZRETE, HHRE
BRBEACLTIEESALY,

It can be used for business.

Because you use your real name, personal
information may possibly be leaked.

People can see who your friends are. They can see if
you have many or few friends.

When sending and receiving comments, you may feel
stressed about the obligation to reply.

Even though people are supposed to register their real
names, some may register a fake name and supply
fake information.

Question 4
Students’ responses to this question required some general knowledge of the Japanese economy and currency. A few
students attempted this question. Some answers were developed on a strong understanding of the economy and

consequently were written well. Others were written well linguistically, but were based on a limited understanding of
the Japanese economy.

The following are examples of key contents and ideas that could have been included in students’ responses.

BANCDMAN R TE MAEXECHESEICE
O—C?;Efo

BIMCATERI LGS,

B> THAROESEMEISITAY, @ LIZKL
BHEMMEERESITTRRE T FR T IEEo4
WY —BHHERICHTE

BHANLDRITENRS, F-. BATOHEN
BB

EREERICIHIELN, ROVNERIZATS,

ABBEINEDFSHR EBREXEDLDOTLE
NTEOoN. BATORERANES.

Imports from overseas become cheap, and import
companies and consumers can benefit.

Overseas trips become cheaper.

Products made in Japan become expensive for
overseas customers. Therefore, the products sell less
or companies need to make them cheaper.

The number of foreign tourists in Japan decreases.
Also, they do not buy in Japan.

Japanese products are beaten by cheap products from
overseas.

Employing people overseas becomes relatively
cheaper and so Japanese companies start making
their products overseas, causing people in Japan to
lose their jobs.

Question 5
This question required students to give advice to an uncle regarding his child studying abroad. As the recipient of this
letter was an older person, the language used should not have been too casual or informal. The text type required was a

letter, so an appropriate style, greeting and ending were essential.

The following are examples of key contents and ideas that could have been included in students’ responses.

BARDEZEHPLETEGL SNEDIRE,
BARZRNS_ET, BEo2-LDDEZANTED,
BRETE%,

FEORFETERLECEEHLIRAH-ET. BRD
EEICHEBTES,

Instead of lecture-centred classes in Japan, there are
more student-centered classes to participate in.

In a different environment, you can gain different
ways of thinking and become more mature.

You can contribute to Japanese industry by bringing
back what you have learned in Australia.
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o HELLETL, e Your English will improve.

o KRETHEHBLEEXRN. BATEOEEEALKELY o Your qualification may be not valid in Japan.
HELH5,

o BEEBELAIND, e Studying overseas is expensive.
o XEREFIEV. BRADEBMNBALGL, e Understanding lectures in English may be hard.
Question 6

This question required students to write a journal entry advertising/promoting his/her new product aimed at high-school
students, at the convenience store.

The following are examples of key content and ideas that could have been included in students’ responses.

o EMIZDOVT. EALGLDOMNLERBALTLVS, e explain the details of the product

o BHEEREIISITHERIMNHRBALTLDS, e explain the reason why you think high-school
students would buy the product

o EFESNF-HOKRZWELTLS, e describe the scene on the day that the product starts
being sold

o MER.BANMNESIRLE-MDREHELTS,

describe what you thought at the end

o HEBEDHEKEFUVABTTHS, create interest in the reader

Question 7
This question was the second most popular writing task. Students generally crafted stories that started with picking up
someone else’s bag, as the question required.

The following are examples of key contents and ideas that could have been included in students’ responses.

o MNIADERMNFEIRT, WEOREKRITHU DT

start the scene with finding a bag and finish it with a

W3, relevant scene
o MEMNEERLTIKEBEZFHELTLS, e describe the progress of the story well
o EBFAVMONRLDEZRELTLS, e describe the appearance and thoughts of the
characters
o FEDHEKRZESIKNETHD, e Create interest in the reader
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