2013
Examination
Report

VICTORIAN CURRICULUM AND ASSESSMENT AUTHORITY

2013 Lanquages: Hebrew GA 3: Examination

Written component

GENERAL COMMENTS

Students attempted all the sections of the 2013 Hebrew written examination. Overall results were satisfactory. Students
achieved higher marks in Part B than in Part A of the examination. This was particularly pronounced in Section 1.

Students understood both the spoken and the written Hebrew texts and usually answered the questions correctly. When
a question required the interpretation of a text, the less successful students’ responses were often not adequate.
Sometimes a student failed to select specific information that was appropriate to the question. To ensure that they give a
full and correct answer, students need to read the questions carefully. Understanding a question is as important as
comprehending the text.

This year, a large number of students performed well. The Hebrew of the most successful students was outstanding.
These students confidently used an extensive vocabulary and correct sentence structures. The usual linguistic errors
were made by students at the lower end of the performance range. The most common errors were the lack of agreement
between gender and number, incorrect use of verbs and prepositions, and spelling errors. Some anglicised expressions
were used.

SPECIFIC INFORMATION

This report provides sample answers or an indication of what answers may have included. Unless otherwise stated,
these are not intended to be exemplary or complete responses.

Section 1 — Listening and Responding
In this section students listened and responded to six Hebrew texts. There were three texts in Part A and students needed
to respond in English; there were three texts in Part B and students needed to respond in Hebrew.

Part A — Answer in English

Text 1
Question 1la.
David’s company is
e an economically successful company
e asocially conscious company/involved in the community.

Question 1b.
e The company donates a day to its workers to volunteer for Clean Up Australia Day.
e It has undertaken a long-term commitment to taking care of a park so that the park (one of)
o has aclean playground and barbeque area
o s unpolluted
o has clean water and clean water fountains.

Text 2
Question 2
The advantages of the light rail are (six of)
e itisaquietand a peaceful journey
e itis environmentally friendly/electric, with no air pollution
e it has resulted in Yaffa Street becoming a pedestrian-only street — coffee shops are full and merchants are

happy
it allows a quick arrival at a destination, even if you live far away

it can carry 500 passengers in one trip

it is spacious

it makes it easy to organise social meetings
the journey is comfortable.
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Text 3

Question 3

This is an effective advertisement because it

has a rhyming jingle/uses repetition

is inviting real experiences

promises health

uses an inclusive style of language; for example, students talking to students
is a trendy initiative/popular topic

attracts listeners by promising the participation of celebrities/Europe cities.

Part B — Answer in Hebrew
In this part students performed exceptionally well. The majority of students answered in the appropriate language.

Text 4
Question 4
The forecaster recommends that people tour the land because (four of)
o of the pleasant weather/good outdoors
o the recent rains have topped up the Kineret
o colourful flora decorate the mountains of the Galil
o water flows in the rivers of the north
o of the blue sky.

TN MWD IR
(P1) DVITPNRT AN e

10X M DMNT DN e
0N NIAAMID e
N1102 0°°n 0797 TPY/(0Ynd) ARON N1 e
Rakivaizilalhiali72
Text5
Question 5

Students were asked to write a message to a friend, stating why participating in the State of Football is recommended to
them.

The State of Football is recommended for people, like the friend, who (four of)
e are non-competitive (no winners and no trophies)

e are non-violent (no swearing and no brawling)
¢ who enjoy playing for its own sake
e respect the rules and don’t need a referee/are trustworthy/honest/responsible
e enjoy fitness
o are looking for different social experiences
e are looking for a cheaper hobby/no membership fees.
NN MWD ¥AIR
YO23 PR/D PR/DPMNN K @
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Text 6
Question 6
Ron has matured as a result of his hobby because he has learned
e what responsibility is
to work in a team as bees do
to live in a community
about caring for others
the ability to change with the seasons, and to listen to the world we live in and to flow with it
to occupy himself productively during the holidays
a sense of social commitment, to pass on his skills and knowledge to others; for example, he wants to start a
workshop for young people and teach them the secrets of the trade.

:MIR2T MWwNan yaw

NINWAY N1’ N°D/22IARY MIRT? TAR/AP0R-0 NPAR T2/NNE NTI2Y MW QNP TAY/N1INR 0 T2 X
DR PPOYAY A2 RITANPR 217191 021 1R 12 22WH 2wpnh 1% 221w 221277 DR AR X7 /AW mny 9o
MTI0 DR ONMIR 7971 D°7PYX7 27 13IR? %17 R 90 P77 DR AR °2vaR 17 W /PR mwoina sy

Ak splaty!

Section 2 — Reading and Responding

In this section, students were required to read and comprehend three Hebrew texts. In Part A students needed to respond
to two texts in English and in Part B to one text in Hebrew. The marks for Part A were slightly lower than those for Part
B. This was due mainly to incomplete responses to Question 8a. It was evident that students found this question
challenging, and many were unable to extract and analyse information in the text.

Part A — Answer in English

Text7
Question 7
How
e  Water was transferred from the Kineret, pumped from the underground springs and directed to the whole area
of the Negev.
e Desalinated water from Hadera was channelled into the pipes of the National Water Carrier.

Why
to provide drinking water to half of Israel’s population/the Negev population in the South of the country
to allow the Negev to absorb new immigrants in Israel

Text 8
Question 8a.
e The Sde Boker Academy was founded as an education centre.
e There is a field school in the Negev that caters for students from everywhere/students of all ages.

Question 8b.
Ben-Gurion showed that he was ‘committed and fulfilled’ because he joined the kibbutz members and settled in the
Negev.

Question 8c.
The items are all necessary to survive the stay in the Negev/in hot weather.
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Question 8d.

The student would be (two of) independent, adventurous, like challenges, curious about and have a special interest in
the Negev, like the outdoors and nature including cooking and surviving in the natural environment, and would have in
interest in history.

Part B — Answer in Hebrew

Text 9

Question 9
Students were asked to write an informal response to a blogger who was considering his choice of an academic career,
expressing their opinions for or against choosing to study Arts subjects at university.

The responses were well written, addressed the points mentioned in the text and often included original arguments. The
opinion expressed by most students was that he should follow his heart and study Arts. Although many opinions were
accepted, it is interesting to note that students pointed out that nowadays, prospective employers look more for
candidates with suitable personalities, rather than those with specialised knowledge. Also, a person is more likely to be
successful and happy by pursuing a loved subject, which is more important than choosing a profession with a chance of
relatively high future earnings. Several students pointed out the option of enrolling in a multidisciplinary course.

The following is a list of points that could have been made.
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Marking Scheme For Section 2, Part B Marks

e Responds to the information, ideas and/or opinions of the text (including the main
points)

e Demonstrates depth in the treatment of the task through the development of relevant
information, ideas and/or opinions relating to text

e Demonstrates extensive knowledge and understanding of vocabulary and sentence
structures

e Manipulates Hebrew authentically and creatively to meet the requirements of the task

e Organises information and ideas to meet the requirements of the task

13-15

¢ Responds to most of the information, ideas and/or opinions of the text (including the
main points)

e Demonstrates depth in the treatment of the task through the development of some
relevant information, ideas and/or opinions

e Demonstrates a thorough knowledge and understanding of vocabulary and sentence 10-12
structures

e Manipulates Hebrew with some degree of authenticity and creativity to meet the
requirements of the task

e Organises information and ideas to meet the requirements of the task

e Responds to some of the information, ideas and/or opinions of the text (including points)

e Demonstrates a satisfactory knowledge and understanding of vocabulary and sentence
structures

e Organises information and ideas to meet the requirements of the task

7-9

e Responds to some of the information, ideas and/or opinions of the text

e Demonstrates a basic knowledge and understanding of vocabulary and sentence
structures

e Demonstrates limited evidence of the ability to organise information and ideas

e Demonstrates a limited understanding of the text

e Demonstrates an elementary knowledge and understanding of vocabulary and sentence
structures with evidence of the influence of English syntax

e Uses single words and set formulae to express information

e Provides no evidence of meeting the criteria

Section 3 — Writing in Hebrew
Students were required to write an original text in Hebrew on one of the four given topics. This year, some new text
types and a combined kind of writing were introduced, and students handled the changes well.

The most popular question was Question 13 and the least popular was Question 11.
The overall quality of students’ responses was good, and some responses were outstanding. The responses that earned
high marks were interesting and treated the topic in depth. Most written texts complied with the required kind of writing

and text type, were structured logically and contained few linguistic errors.

Some students did not always satisfy the question requirements. Students are reminded to read questions carefully and
ensure they understand the question’s requirements before answering.
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Question 10
Students were asked to write the text of a television interview in which they described the experience of living for three
days in the wild, disconnected from electricity and electronics, and the effect it had on them.

Students could have included some of the following points.
o special experiences related to living in a camp

a description of nature

ability to sustain difficult conditions/solutions/survival
discovering friends’ true character

being away from family/comfortable conditions
becoming stronger/responsible/mature
recommended/not recommended.

NORINN® TPOIWA MMIWRT MM NPNN

¥ IR

M7 N19°/MNNND/a°wp O°RINA 77°1Y N1’
0°727 oY NINR <127

M1 QORINA/ANOWNRTA PN

N/A22 ,0/RINR L, D/PTma /KR

¥ PnRa/vomn

mMWN - N7 POV L,NIIRY bR

A few students limited their response to describing the technical difficulties of not being able to watch television or
communicate with their friends, and only a short mention of how they felt and coped while living in the wild.

Question 11
Students were asked to write an imaginative story about meeting an actor from a film they had seen recently and that
impressed them.

Students could have included some of the following points.

the uniqueness of the film’s main character

e why it impressed them
o filmas a medium and a way of expression
e what the actor had learnt/gained from the character
o the role of the actor in the film
e  personal story of the actor
e features of an imaginative film
¥I02 MR P AT
INIR WO TN
piah i nkilhtatssRenle]
mMnTa 5w noApnws poon/Ta an
vIo2 N3P YW 3/17°PeN
Apnwn Hw WOR 7/1119°0
mIPAT 72°N3 YW DOYINR
Question 12

Students were asked to write an email to their class, in which they evaluated an offer from a known television station to
their class to appear in a reality television show. As the condition of the show was that the camera would follow the
students for three months and stipulated that all students had to participate, the email had to persuade all of them to
accept the offer.

Students could have included some of the following points.
o reality television — advantages and disadvantages
e social pressure (the whole class has to participate)
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invasion of privacy/protecting privacy

the program as a means to expose to the world of entertainment
interference with studying

technical difficulties/advantages at school

chance of being proud of yourself/your school

self-confidence gained from performing in public.

MMM ,MNAN° - VRN TNOY

(APNwa% [2°7% %37 o) Cnnan yhb

nPLID HY TRY/N1RIDT 5T

T17°277 22 TIN OR NINTPNTY/ADOWNAR SYRARD N°ION:
o702 YN

950 N°22 0100 MIN/oNWR

75w 99077 N922/77A%Y2 MIRANY NAATIA

MY 1INL2

Students discussed many arguments on the merits of accepting the offer. However, while concentrating on trying to
convince their classmates to accept the offer, the evaluative part of the question’s requirement was sometimes
overlooked.

Question 13

Students were asked to write the text of a farewell speech they would give after a year of volunteer work with the Good
Spirit organisation in Israel. This organisation arranges after-school activities for children with special needs. The
speech should have addressed the children and colleagues, reflected on the volunteers’ activities, explained how the
work changed the student and thanked everyone involved.

Students could have included some of the following points.
e staying in Israel for social/humanitarian/volunteer purposes
nature of working with children with special needs and reasons for volunteering
details of activities
details of experiences
effect on the speaker: maturity, caring for others, responsibility, understanding, identification and social
involvement
what the speaker gained and what they contributed
e personal conclusions

NPMATINA/NPNN2R/NOIT TR YR MY

T MI2TINT2 7°RR% DY IR/a IR 027X CPYa 2790 Y aT7Iava NI
MY 1D

NN oo

M7 ,7120 ,N1I0R NIRRT M3 :N/aR12 Mwn

n°n1an NN

/01 an ,a/%2%

NPYWIR NN

Several students barely touched upon the main subject of working with children with special needs. Some ignored that
the task was to write a farewell speech, thus in their speech that they should have directly addressed the children and not
talked about them.
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Marking Scheme For Section 3, Writing Marks

e Demonstrates depth and breadth in the treatment of the task through the presentation and
development of relevant information, ideas and/or opinions

e Demonstrates extensive knowledge and understanding of vocabulary, tense, mood,
syntax

¢ Manipulates Hebrew authentically and creatively

e Sequences and structures ideas and information coherently and effectively

17-20

o Demonstrates breadth in the presentation and some depth in the development of
information, ideas and/or opinions relevant to the task

e Demonstrates a thorough knowledge and understanding of vocabulary, tense, mood,
syntax
Manipulates Hebrew with some degree of authenticity and creativity

13-16

[ ]

e Sequences and structures ideas and information effectively

e Presents information and a range of ideas and/or opinions

o Demonstrates a satisfactory knowledge and understanding of vocabulary, tense, mood,
syntax

e Organises information and ideas to meet the requirements of the task

9-12

e Presents some information, opinions or ideas relevant to the task

o Demonstrates a basic knowledge and understanding of vocabulary and sentence
structures

e Demonstrates limited evidence of the ability to organise information and ideas

5-8

e Demonstrates a limited understanding of the requirements of the task

o Demonstrates an elementary knowledge and understanding vocabulary and sentence
structures with evidence of the influence of English syntax

o Uses single words, set formulae and English expressions to express information

1-4

e Provides no evidence of meeting the criteria
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