LOTE: Chinese Second L anguage GA 3: Examination

Oral component

SPECIFIC INFORMATION

Section 1 — Conver sation
Most students were generally well prepared since this section was similar to previous years. However, some students
were still not familiar with the procedure and what was expected of them in the oral examination.

Generally, most students were comfortable with the length of seven minutes. The longer time allowed coverage of
three or four topicsin detail, thus allowing the students to extend themselves to a higher level. Those students who
could only conversein simple Chinese, i.e. had limited conversational vocabulary, found seven minutes
conversation very demanding. Teachers are advised to ensure that students receive specific and realistic practice on
this part of the task.

Teachers also need to provide synonyms of common words/expressions to studentsin their oral classes such as

ft 4, F 1+ 4" zu0 shenme and gan shenme’, ‘&, &4 nianshu and dushu’, * duo chang shijian and dugjiu’.

Students should also remember that thisis not a presentation but ‘ conversation’. Assessors would normally allow
the students to extend on their topics; however, when an idea is over-extended an assessor will interrupt the talk and
introduce new questions.

Section 2 — Discussion
Although the format of this section was different from previous years, students handled the procedure very well.
Most students covered the topic, sub-topic, materials studied and directions of research adequately, using the one-
minute introduction. This part had been well rehearsed by students.

Teachers must advise on topic selection, asit is crucia for the studentsto select agood topic. Thisyear, the topics
chosen by the students covered a wide range from the study design. The best topics were the ones that students were

interested in or personally experienced such as ‘ Zhongguo de xuexiao’ B #Y % # (China s schools), ‘ Zhogguo de
jieri’ FAEMF B (Chinesefestivals), and ‘ Zhogguo de chengshi’ F E B35  (acity of China). Some topics were
very difficult and beyond the standard expected of second language learners such as ‘ Zhongguo xuesheng dejilu’;
FhE S 4L (the discipline of Chinese students) or * Zhongguo de yuanlin' #1 E #9EE# (China s gardens).

Often topics were too narrow and not suitable for adiscussion to develop like ‘ Fengzheng’ X.Z (Chinese kites) and

‘Hongbao' 412 (Red envelopes).

Students must recognise that this section isa‘discussion” and not performing a‘ speech’. There should be plenty of
interaction between the student and assessors during the discussion. They need to anticipate that their prepared talks
will sometimes be interrupted and often they will not complete the ‘ speech’ if it istoo long.

Some students were not able to successfully repair or maintain a conversation. Expressions such as ‘ Duibugi, ging

zai shuo yi bian’ ¥t F#2, iIE B —IE (Excuse me, please repedt it), ‘ Ziliao shang meiyou shuo’ & E3&BF i (1t
wasn't mentioned in my studied materials) need to be practised and used appropriately.
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LOTE: Chinese Second L anguage GA 3: Examination

Written component

GENERAL COMMENTS
Students generally demonstrated an understanding of the requirements, with only afew replying in the wrong language,
e.g. in Section 1 Part A some students answered in Chinese characters instead of the required English. Most students
used characters to compl ete their writing tasks, and there were fewer than one per cent of students who used the special
concession of using Pinyin for up to 50% of writing. A mix of traditional and ssimplified versions of characters was also
rarely seen. Most students handled the different styles of writing and format and text features very well.

The Listening and responding section was amajor discriminator between students with some having difficulty in
identifying important points. It isimportant for teachers to give students plenty of practice with arange of activitiesin
all areas. Students also need to pay attention to word length, control of time and the neatness of character writing.

Possible answers and marking criteria

Section 1 —Listening and responding

Part A (CFERNAXEBERZ , NBEEDEFED)

Question 1

The airport.

Question 2

Lindais going to Adelaide; Zhangping is going to Sydney.

Question 3

Zhangping travelled with her mum in the past; Sheis scared of flying.

Question 4

To make aphone call.

Question 5

The speaker is atour guide/leader/driver; Sheis speaking to atour group/tourist on the bus.
Question 6

The history of Chinese in Australia; Over the past 100 years.
Question 7

Three out of four of the following:

e Chinese books

o Chinese newspapers

e Chinesefood

e Thingsused by Chinese.

Question 8

To eat (lunch)/go to a (Chinese) restaurant or shopping.
Question 9

It isthefirst time that Ms Lin comesto Melbourne.
Question 10

Chinese always serve the soup last.

Question 11

Three out of four of the following:

e Beijing duck isthe best

e Good location, close to bus stop

e Good food and reasonable price/cheap

e Good waiters (friendly/fast service).

Question 12

four dishes/three dishes plus soup.
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Part B (RENANFEE , REFHES , piEHD)
The capacity to understand general and specific aspects of texts
MEEH—BREN G AN T #

Mark | Q13,14 and 15 Q13and 14 Q15 Q15
5 Include eight Include all five Include three 3ELAENFRREFEEE RS
correct items answers. points: (apology ’ '
13. Speaker'ssister. | that) can’'t go to ARREEMRE,
14. Chemistry, horse | the party;
riding, listen to music, | flu/sick/unwell;
play tennis. (5) doctor’ s advice.
FLZ13:081814:1L
¥ B5 TEE,
FT MK
4 Include six to seven
items[El &6-7/
3 Include four to five
itemsfE] &4-5 &
2 Include two to three
items[El & 2-3/
1 Include one
itemE & 13
0 No answersk B &
The capacity to convey information accurately and appropriately
T RE X 2 R E B EE D
Marks
5 Correct Structure, sequence, grammar and G4, R, 0, BERBARLER. BT
punctuation. Accurate characters (ganmao, e . - '
fashao, teng, du, lei in PY allowed). R & R ETE2ERANE.
4 Above characteristics of good standard. Less ZEH% ANEE DBGEEN)ERBE.
than 5 extra syllablesin PY.
3 Fair charecteristics; Less than ten extrasyllables | gtigaeii@: 105 Lk fE A HEES
inPY. ’ '
2 Information not conveyed accurately. Mainly in - | (=8 R AER. A& AHS
PY.
1 Information conveyed very poorly EEEERER.

Section 2 — Reading and responding
Part A (FENAXRBEE , NBETESD)

Question 16
Food made of flour/Noodles.
Question 17
Most northerners are taller/bigger than southerners.
Question 18
Beijing people drink more wine/eat more noodles than southerners.
Question 19
Having morning tea (yumcha) Rice Noodles/Cold noodles/Soup
noodles/red wine/white
wine/alcohol/spirit
Drinking soup Home style dishes/cooking three of the above (mention both
Sweets /desserts noodles and wine)
Question 20

More than a month.
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Question 21
spend fewer hours at the school or have more spare time — students get up later and go home early
have more options of elective subjects
more interactions between teachers and students or students ask more questions
teachers use wider range of assessment or less exams

Part B (Question 22)
The capacity to under stand general and specific aspects of texts

MNEE R —RREB AN T #

Marks
5 Include all five points: weather in Melbourne from Feb EhmaiEss: — BN\ BERA-BE:
to Aug — description; raining — often raining? Plus _ . ’
more than one element; clothing — more than two RS-EE2 S L BiZKIRAR-3U L ;
items; how far from his place to school; means of AR SRS RE ST BT 5.
transport to school. ’
4 Include four points or less description than the above. EhaiElis KRBROBE
3 Include three points or less description. EhaiE3 ARRIEE
2 Include two points or less description. EhaE SR IEE
1 Vague inclusion of one point. EhiR T 4.
The capacity to convey infor mation accurately and appropriately
T R E Y e A E B RE D
Marks
5 Accurate information. Correct structure, EBETFWEY. &8 & 70
sequence, vocab, grammar and punctuation;use | T ' o \
all five featuresin the letter refer to Section 3). | T EARIMKRT L EH. ERAMEHERN
Length 90-165. (BEHEE). BIfEKE90-165 X F.
4 Good aspects of the above; four features of the | = s 482 F . L HIZ IR Y 1. AFME KR
letter. Greater than/less than word limit. .
% T 16554 F 90X F.
3 Fair aspects of the above; three features. EEEE FEHFMELEKR.
2 Information not accurately conveyed. One to EBEFRATH. 1-2MEAERR.
two features.
1 Information very poorly conveyed.

FEEFETER.

Section 3—Writing in Chinese (24U FE4 , ERILLARI50% M P F)
Relevance, breadth and depth of content

MER B, TLENRE

Marks

5 Content is relevant with very good NEYE: S8 5= NARERIESNHY.
information/facts/reasons/opinions. _ W .
Comprehensive and sophisticated writing. EfE£EmAESL. WMeEWs3REX
Engage readers’ interest appropriately.

4 Content is relevant with good aspects. Writing is | pozs4) 8 (28 =38, M AR 1A Y.
less comprehensive. Maintain engage readers
interest. EfEre i fE. KBBER51RE X

3 Content isless relevant with fair aspects. Less NBRFYE: £8,55, WARERNT.
comprehensive writing. An effort is made to e A .
engage readers’ interest. EFENTEE. #1585 RE N

2 Content is poor. Not interesting. NAZE TR RiEEN

1 Very poor content. Not comprehensive.

MNERE BFER.
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Appropriateness of structure and sequence

NELEHAMBRRNEL S
Marks
5 Very good sequencing of information/ EB =S MARBHRBERRE.
facts/reasons/opinions. Clear structure of _
introduction, body and conclusion. All major ZH 5, 95 B EARNER.
text features included (refer to the list below). AEFEXERR (BREIATE).
5™ , | oM, Bid3M | B4,
4 Good sequencing of aspects. Structure basically | w2 gt Z k. EMEA TR, GQERDTERRE.
correct. Fewer features included them in five.
3 Satisfactory sequencing of aspects. Structure VEBRREH RS ENHEE 9EROTERR.
unclear. Fewer features included themin four.
2 Undisciplined sequencing of aspects. Poor VEBRRE SEHWRE QFERD.
structure. Fewer features included them in three.
1 Poor/disjoint sequencing of aspects. Very poor WEBR ERRE.
structure.

Accuracy, range and appropriateness of vocabulary and grammar

WLREENERE STEMELS T

Marks

5 Very good and most appropriate range
of vocab and grammar.
Character/pinyin writing is accurate.
Punctuation is correct. >50% in
characters. 180—220.

FEF IFEEHNFLMELCE N F/HEIRFRIER.
50%LA £ SR E. F#1180-220.

4 Good and appropriate range of
vocabulary and grammar. Punctuation,
pinyin or character writing is basically
accurate.

LB LB
EBHEY NE/HFZIRFAABER.ZHL F180
=% F220.

3 Appropriate range of vocabulary and
grammar. Punctuation, pinyin or
character writing is also fair.

FSCANE AT B 1 Al SN /B E RAR R MR IE .

2 Range of vocabulary and grammar is
limited. Character/pinyin writing and
punctuation is not accurate.

ELMEE R E XN FHERFRITEER.

1 Very limited range of vocabulary and
grammar. Character/pinyin writing and
punctuation is undisciplined.

AL EEERENFHERGREE.

Text features of Questions 23 to 26 3 & 4
Question 23
BAFLEFARNES - 5
IREAN-ER

2EMRE

ERE

At

5B -&fE

Question 24

FEEEN - EX

&8

HEEME
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Question 25
# 710077 - Aid

1A 8

2RR

3B - it R
Question 26

WARE F ML F D) P - '
VFATE (PRI, KRHEF)
28H

e

ALERIE (ST, i)
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