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2007 LOTE: Chinese Second Language GA 3: Examination

Oral component

GENERAL COMMENTS

Students were generally well prepared for the Conversation, which tested students’ ability to speak Chinese in a
linguistically and culturally appropriate way. Successful students prepared themselves well and were able to give details
about their personal world. They directed the flow of conversation as appropriate. Those students who could only
provide short answers struggled to maintain the conversation over seven minutes

In the Discussion section, a number of students handled the procedures well and demonstrated thorough preparation.
They adequately outlined the topic and sub-topic of their Detailed Study, the materials studied and the direction of their
research by using the one-minute introduction. Many students listened carefully, understood the questions and were able
to present the facts and give ideas and opinions.

Students have to remember that in both sections there will be some questions for which they have not prepared or which
they have not considered. It is common for assessors to ask questions which will challenge all levels of students. Being
able to work with difficult questions simply indicates that the student is coping well with the examination.

SPECIFIC INFORMATION

Section 1 —Conversation

This task consisted of a seven-minute conversation about the student’s personal world, including school and home life,
family and friends, interest and future aspirations. Generally, the seven minutes allowed coverage of three or four
aspects in detail and provided opportunities for students to extend themselves to a higher level. Students need to
understand that the conversation is an exchange and should not be approached as a question-answer interchange or a
mini-presentation.

Communication: Capacity to maintain and advance the exchange appropriately and effectively

Clarity of expression
Many students responded readily and confidently to the questions asked and led the conversation by effectively
interacting with the assessors and providing extensive responses to questions. However, some students relied too
heavily upon rehearsed responses and, as a result, found it hard to carry on a natural flow of conversation when extra
information was required in their answer.

The most successful students provided extensive responses to the questions asked, confidently moving the exchange
forward while using accurate language, a sophisticated range of vocabulary and complex structures. These students
demonstrated the capacity to respond to and build on comments made by the assessors. They rarely hesitated and
maintained a consistent pace without unnatural pauses.

It is important that students listen carefully to what the assessors are asking and respond appropriately. Since one of the
criteria requires evidence of ideas and opinions, students should go beyond the simple facts of family or school life and
provide ideas and opinions on some issues related to their personal world. Students need to remember that it is language
skills that will be assessed in the oral examination rather than facts. They need to be able to respond to questions and
comments without resorting to pre-learned information. Students need to be aware that the same information may be
questioned in a variety of ways; however, some students struggled when questions were phrased differently.

Most students had good pronunciation. On the whole, students were able to emphasise their opinions and ideas through
intonation and stress. Tempo was generally well maintained.

It would help if students practised ‘survival strategies’ such as asking for a question to be repeated or clarified or for a
moment to think.

Content: Relevance, breadth and depth of information, opinions and ideas

Most students were able to maintain a relevant conversation and efficiently convey their ideas. Students who performed
well expanded on and explored their ideas with ease. They came up with interesting answers and expressed themselves
naturally and vividly, as though they were eager to tell the assessors about their personal world. Some students lost
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valuable marks by failing to enter into more detailed responses, even though they had understood the questions. Weaker
students gave monosyllabic responses and waited to be supported with further questions.

Language: Accuracy of vocabulary and grammar

Range and appropriateness of vocabulary and grammar
Well-prepared students expressed themselves clearly in a linguistically and culturally acceptable way. Their language
was accurate and appropriate, which was crucial to attaining high marks. A number of students showed consistent use
of style and register and were able to rephrase if necessary.

Section 2 — Discussion

Many students obviously enjoyed their Detailed Study and spoke enthusiastically about the sub-topic chosen,
concentrating on the resources studied, expressing complex ideas and giving balanced opinions. Most students
demonstrated competency in the Discussion; however, some students were under-prepared and had difficulty
responding when they were asked unexpected questions. Some students did not specify in their one-minute introduction
what aspects they had studied. Some had too many aspects and it was impossible to discuss every single aspect during
the discussion.

Communication: Capacity to maintain and advance the exchange appropriately and effectively

Clarity of expression
Preparation plays a vital part in the discussion of the Detailed Study. Strong students used the one-minute introduction
wisely by clearly stating the title of the sub-topic and introducing the aspects and resources studied. They knew their
texts well and elaborated on their responses with well-prepared and in-depth answers. Some students were willing to
participate, taking the initiative to respond appropriately. These students did well, even if their language did contain
some vocabulary and grammatical errors. Some students had trouble sustaining the exchanges, often due to a lack of
preparation. In addition, there were some students who needed more examination strategies and confidence in order to
support and further elaborate upon their ideas and opinions.

Students need to keep in mind that if they bring in supporting material, they need to be able to describe and analyse it,
especially if it is one of their texts. If they are unable to do this, the amount of material to discuss on their texts is
considerably reduced. The material brought in should not be used as a cue card and should not have any characters on it
other than headings.

Students need to pay special attention to the correct pronunciation of the topic and its aspects in their Detailed Study,
otherwise assessors may not understand them and may find it difficult to phrase suitable questions. Students who did
well used accurate vocabulary, expressed themselves clearly and used a wide range of sentence structures. Some
students were too soft in their vocal delivery and avoided eye contact with assessors.

Content: Capacity to present information, ideas and opinions on a chosen topic

Many students were able to follow the flow of discussion, keep their discussion relevant, provide a range of information
and ideas on the topic and support their opinions with good examples. Their discussions were very well focussed,
demonstrating good breadth and depth.

It is vital that a suitable sub-topic is chosen, something that is interesting and suits the student’s language capacity,
promotes a discussion of the resources studied and allows the student to express opinions and generate new ideas. There
was a much wider range of topics selected this year. Some of the effective ones included:

HESRERAEAL, TEES, PRI, KRR, L.

Students must recognise that this section is a discussion, and not a mini speech or presentation. There should be plenty
of interaction between the students and assessors during the discussion. They need to anticipate that their prepared talks
may be interrupted if they are too long.

Language: Accuracy of vocabulary and grammar

Range and appropriateness of vocabulary and grammar
Learning new words and expressions associated with the chosen topic is essential for success. There could be many new
and unfamiliar words in the resources used by the students. Students should not only learn these words but actually use
them in conversation. Some students were able to use sophisticated words and expressions in their introduction but were
unable to understand these same words and expressions when they were used by the assessors. More practice of topic-
specific words and expressions would be beneficial.
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Written component

GENERAL COMMENTS

In total, there were 699 students who participated in the 2007 written Chinese Second Language examination, a slight
decrease compared with 2006. Students demonstrated an understanding of general and specific aspects of the exam.
Only a few students replied in the wrong language in Sections 1 and 2. Most students handled the format and text
features very well and had learned different styles of writing for Section 3.

It is important for teachers to give students plenty of practice with examination type questions. Students also need to be
aware of the importance of keeping their character writing neat, and they should allow time for proofreading.

In Section 1 — Listening and responding, some students appeared to have difficulty in identifying important points from
the spoken texts. Teachers and students must be aware that the vocabulary used in this section is not bound by the
character list on pages 14-17 of the study design. Students also need to check the English wording of the questions to
focus on what the question is asking. They should use the note-taking space effectively while the exam is in progress.

In Section 2 — Reading and responding, most students transcribed the entire translation of the texts in Part B instead of
identifying the important points. Students need to develop the skills needed to identify the overall idea of a text and to
answer specific questions accurately.

In Section 3, the most popular topics were Questions 21 and 22 about online shopping and persuading grandparents to
holiday at a beach. The standard of writing was of concern, as many students seemed to rush through their responses,
resulting in a jumbled response with a poor introduction and ending. Students should regularly practise writing in
Chinese on a variety of themes and topics. They should also practise writing in appropriate styles for different kinds of
audiences. They need to plan their response before attempting to write and to read their work critically before
completing the exam. Students should be aware of the word limit of 200 to 250 characters and ensure that they do not
exceed the limit to avoid losing marks.

It is important that students plan the time carefully to allow them to complete all the answers.

SPECIFIC INFORMATION

Section 1 - Listening and responding

Part A — Answer in English
Text1

Question 1

Both of:

e short hair
e hig eyes.

Question 2
Both of:

e atthe front/main entrance (door)
e on the first/ground floor/level.

Text 2
Question 3
Because there will be two pandas on display at Melbourne Zoo next March.

Question 4
Because Adam has been learning Chinese for six years but has never been to China.

Question 5
On the Internet/a computer
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Text 3
Question 6
All of:
e channels (programs) from other provinces/states
e channels (programs) from other cities
e channels (programs) from overseas/foreign countries.

Question 7
Type of program Reason
Games (program/shows) Boring
Sports (world/programs) Not interested
Question 8

Channel Three

Part B — Answer in Chinese

Text 4

Question 9

Rk 1) SRR TR ;

2) HE-ERAWREN;  GRRREERIHZ)

3) YN 9: 004 LR, FA3: 30MLCE T

D EAFRE L7 308881244, 8: 00TF4A i, —HFI N5 00485 GRICRINE AR K b g a) %)
5) MPNIEAEEH (ha) 1Elk;

6) EEAEME. GRS S E LD

Question 10
7) PEAAR R ER IR CHEAAREAS N, LSRN
8) H [ 2 A m] RAM] KMz TR

Question 11
9) WA RN FREBGERNM. o EAERE A B SRR
10) HEZ AR (WU / /R #EH T,

Section 2 — Reading and responding
Part A — Answer in English

Question 12
Customer’s full name Wang Qianwen/Qianwen Wang
No. of adults travelling Adults 2
No. of children travelling Children 1
City of departure Melbourne
Destination Beijing
Timing of Travel Chinese New Year/Spring Festival

Preferred airline and why | Qantas (Australian airlines)
It’s a direct flight

Question 13
China/Chinese airlines (Air China), because:
e itis cheap/cheaper
e the flying time is shorter
e itis more suitable for passengers with children
o there are discount fares for children (the children’s fare is three-quarters of/cheaper than the adults’ fare).

Question 14
Hong Kong/HK
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Question 15
e (go to Hong Kong) for a week
e will need to fly to Guangzhou first
e then take train to Hong Kong
e meals, accommodation and sightseeing to be arranged/no problems in HK

Part B — Answer in Chinese
Question 16

D EFIEELE B

2) FREARE IR

3) A LeRAF AR R

Question 17

4) JPE-RAME 5) fE k% b WA ERTRUK,

6) feifid . 1 BT LUK .

DA E-H TR

8) L AT FoL T A7 15 S BT EL

9) FHRAS LA I AE X, Jrltfa Nt
10) H W R THURAS = 2 AL B AR B

Section 3 — Writing in Chinese
Question 18
Content
o WEAAL MR AN ML AL R (BB

Format
o title
e paragraphing (sections with sub-headings)
e sentence connection
e (conclusion)

Question 19
Content

o N BWITATRAIES) CGRAD Nvdl: A0l i (Haly

=
il
%
)
¥
T

Format
o title
e paragraphing (sections with sub-headings)
e sentence connection
e conclusion

Question 20
Content

o M_EgWgrik; F; ¥ iig

Format
o KK, BH. Wl /5% T
e paragraphing (sections with sub-headings)
e sentence connection
e conclusion

Question 21
Content

o AT ABIRIE; KELLFAL; Hiik — UKL
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Format
o FHAZBE. ARATIEE AR, AN (L O L HIE
e paragraphing
e sentence connection
e conclusion

Question 22
Content

o EEEE AR Wi BESRE; (45D

Format
o title
e author
e  paragraphing
e sentence connection

conclusion
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