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Written component

GENERAL COMMENTS

Overall, students performed well on the 2012 Chinese Second Language Advanced written examination. They were
able to answer the questions readily, with some strong students demonstrating maturity and sophistication in their
responses. However, there were also students who struggled to complete all sections, with either the translation
questions or Section 3 questions left unfinished.

In general, students performed well in the Listening and responding section of the examination. However, a small
number of students appeared to have difficulties with understanding the listening material and quite a number of
students failed to provide all of the required details in their responses to gain full marks. It is important that students
read the questions carefully and identify the all relevant information.

Students managed the Reading, responding and translating section of the examination reasonably well. It is important,
however, that students convey information accurately and appropriately. Quite a number of students found the 2012
translation questions challenging. They appeared to be unfamiliar with many of the descriptive expressions as well as
complex sentence structures — an area that many students need to improve on.

In the final section, Writing in Chinese, students showed an impressive knowledge of the features of the text types.
However, students need to read the questions carefully and pay special attention to key words in each question so that
they do not overlook the requirements that must be fulfilled. Many students used idioms or four-character phrases in
their essays; however, students are advised that an excessive use of these expressions in one paragraph does not help to
improve the overall quality of the writing. In fact, they can hinder the natural flow of the content. Furthermore, many
students used these expressions in the wrong context and for the wrong audience, causing misunderstanding.

Although pencils are allowed in this examination, teachers should remind students to use 2B or 2B+ pencils to ensure
that their responses are legible. It would also be useful for students to practise writing neatly in defined spaces.

SPECIFIC INFORMATION

This report provides sample answers or an indication of what the answers may have included. Unless otherwise stated,
these are not intended to be exemplary or complete responses.

Section 1 — Listening and responding

Part A of this section assessed students’ capacity to understand general and specific aspects of texts, while Part B
assessed students’ capacity to convey information accurately and appropriately in Chinese. Students generally
performed well in this section. However, there were still students who answered questions in the wrong language.

Part A — Answer in English
Full marks were awarded if a student produced a correct answer with some minor mistakes in English. However, marks
were not gained if Pinyin was used, for example, using ‘Nanfang’ instead of ‘Southern’ in Question 1a.

Question 1a.
There was a heavy downpour/rain/big shower/thunderstorm/storm in Southern China for more than a week.

Question 1b.
He has a different opinion about the value of so much rain./It will cause damage/problems/a disaster.

Question 2a.
The female’s mum looks as if she is under 30 years old./He thought the person in the photo was the female’s sister.

Question 2b.
e She should be more optimistic/positive/hopeful.
e She should go to the beauty parlour at least twice a week.
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Part B — Answer in Chinese
Apart from mistakes in grammar and writing characters, some students also answered questions in dot points when full
sentences were required. Students failed to gain marks when answers were presented in this way.

Question 3a.
R At AT B A8 RIS RE R WA 7 B As ,  k Gt X T —#F

Because when he chats to them on the phone he can see their facial expression, so it’s just like talking face-to-face.

Question 3b.

b SEAF X TR Dy — N/ B R E T BRI 45 S W e b A 2R,

— IR/ BRI /F R BRI LA A AR R

He can afford to buy the mobile phone, because a small amount/part of the money is from the pocket money his

grandparents gave him for Chinese New Year/New Year. A big amount/the rest of the money is from money he earned
from working as a tutor for the past two and a half years.

Section 2 — Reading, responding and translating
Part A — Answer in English

Only a small number of students achieved full marks in this section. A large number of students failed to include all the
relevant and detailed information that was required for each question. Some students did not know the meaning of
‘metaphor’ in Question 4a. and some students mixed up Questions 4c. and 4d. Students also need to be careful when
deciding which English word to use to answer a question correctly. For example, it is not accurate to use words such as
‘gone’ or ‘finished’ to describe people’s friendships in Question 4d., where the Chinese expression Az T means
‘become distant’.

Question 4a.
Their lives have immediately shifted into the fast/overtaking/express lane.

Question 4b.

e Itis adaily routine/common occurrence for people to spend one or two hours going to work or heading home
during peak hour.

e They not only wait for public buses for ages, but also want to be the first/rush to hop onto the vehicle when it
arrives.

e Sometimes the elderly and children/the very young find it impossible to get on.

e There are people on all sides/everywhere./Public transport is so crowded.

e One can even sleep while standing.

Question 4c.
e  They work eight hours each day.
e Many people have to work overtime into the night.
e  Sometimes there is no time for dinner/to eat and it is difficult to predict when they can go home.

Question 4d.
e Theindividual: They are usually busy and tired, and have neither the time nor the will/desire to do the things
they love to do.
e Society: Relationships with friends are disintegrating more and more./Relationships with friends become
distant.

Part B — Answer in Chinese

In this part, students were assessed on their ability to comprehend the text as well as to produce accurate and
appropriate answers in Chinese. Most students handled this part confidently, with the exception of a small number of
students who either failed to provide the reasons why each individual borrowed certain books or did not write full
sentences in their responses. Students should pay attention to details when writing Chinese characters to avoid careless
mistakes.
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Criterion 1 (8 marks)
e the capacity to understand general and specific aspects of texts
e the capacity to convey information accurately and appropriately

Question 5

RN (KK, +50) , BOVMARS M L AU UAS 3C5EE . S AR &
WL LAIAE A, el CERBMARL) o Waaf Chmrme) M (RREEY , |
NUAR R VG2 — A — A BEE S FRKEN CPERE ) BN R 68 T £ 2 [ 1
Bah, B ENH AR TR A ER, Pribafd « ChEERAE) XK
Fio mletE (PEZSEEmRY A CGFERETEET) KWATS, EOyAbR R AR 2 v E i
AR, IR AR B S 5 S B A o ML

YA LEK Y, BLHESKLL LR, g (R, L) PELZGETEY)
(CPURTLE)

Criterion 2: the capacity to convey information accurately and appropriately (7 marks)
e where relevant, structure and sequence of ideas
e accuracy, variety and appropriateness of vocabulary and grammar, including punctuation and, where relevant,
script

Marking scheme: Accuracy of grammar and characters

0 errors

1-2 errors

3-4 errors

5-6 errors

7-8 errors

9-10 errors

more than 10 errors

Ol INWIA~lO|O(N

provides no evidence of meeting the criteria

Part C — Translation

Criterion 1: the capacity to understand the passage and convey the meaning in accurate and appropriate English
(10 marks)

Descriptor Mark
The entire content of the passage is conveyed in clear English and the student has 9-10
demonstrated a thorough understanding of all the explicit, cultural and, where
relevant, implied meanings.
The majority of the passage is conveyed in clear English and the student has 7-8
demonstrated a good understanding of its explicit and cultural content, but only
some of its implied elements.
The majority of the passage is conveyed in English, although not always clearly, 5-6
and the student has demonstrated an understanding of the main ideas. Some ideas
have been missed, including important details.
A few parts of the passage are conveyed in English and the student has 3-4
demonstrated a limited understanding of the content.
There has been an attempt to convey partial phrases and isolated words in English, 1-2
but the student has demonstrated only minimal understanding of the passage.
There is insufficient evidence to make a judgment. 0
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Criterion 2: the capacity to interpret and express grammatical aspects of the passage accurately (accuracy,
clarity, fluency, structure, style) (5 marks)

Descriptor Mark
The response is accurate, precise and coherent, free flowing, logically sequenced 5
and uses good connectives. Style is clearly recognisable and appropriate.
The response is proficient and relatively free flowing, may contain some errors 4

and lack of precision, although this does not impede understanding. It is generally
well structured and uses appropriate style.

The response contains errors that impede understanding of parts of the passage. 3
Sequencing is largely governed by the order of the Chinese and style is not clearly

marked.

The response is a literal translation from Chinese to English and errors are so 2

frequent that much of the message is incoherent. There is no attention to style.
The response barely conveys the meaning of the passage.
The response is insufficient to make a judgment. 0

[EN

*While some minor mistakes in the English expression (criterion 2) were tolerated in this section, students were
penalised for making spelling and grammatical errors.

Question 6

Example 1

Nowadays, it is extremely convenient for people to travel to whichever country they want to. Tourism is even more
important for the young. Many students take one year off/a gap year to travel around the world after completing their
secondary school education because, on the one hand, they will feel happy physically and mentally, and on the other
hand, they can increase their knowledge/open their minds. Travel really ‘kills two birds with one stone’.

Example 2

Nowadays, it is very convenient for people to travel to whichever country they wish. Speaking for youngsters, travelling
is even more important. Many students, after finishing high school, will take a gap year to travel overseas because, on
the one hand, they will feel happy in body and mind, and on the other hand, they can also increase their knowledge and
experience. It really is killing two birds with one stone.

Question 7

Example 1

There is a Melbournian who takes/has special/strong interest in Chinese green tea. Each day he cannot live without it
after he had several tastes/cups/drinks in China three years ago/the year before last. Nowadays, he drinks at least three
to five cups every day. He always brings back a large quantity of superfine green tea, enough for his annual
consumption, each time when he comes back from China. There are more and more foreigners like him. The changing
China with each passing day makes them feel like ‘one day apart seems like three years’. Many of them have fallen in
love spontaneously with this both beautiful and mysterious land. All of a sudden they have realised that the spiritual
homeland they were seeking/looking for is ‘seemingly far away in the sky but actually close at hand”.

Example 2

There is a Melbourne person who is very interested in Chinese green tea. Ever since he drank it a few times in China
three years ago, he cannot go a day without it. Now he drinks at least three to five cups every day. Every time he comes
back from China, he has to bring back a year’s worth of high-quality green tea. There are more and more ‘foreigners’
like him. The changing China with each passing day makes them feel like ‘one day apart seems like three years’. Many
people naturally fall in love with this beautiful yet mysterious piece of Earth. They suddenly realise that the spiritual
homeland they are searching for is really ‘far away yet right in front of them’.

Criterion 1: Understanding and conveying

Question 6: 4 marks
1. fk22—4F — take one year off/a gap year, one year break (not one year gap, stop school, suspend)

2. 5 AR — feel happy physically and mentally/emotionally/psychologically/spiritually/in mind
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3. 88K iR — enrich/increase/widen/broaden/expand/enhance/gain/get more knowledge, open one’s mind (not more
things, improve)

4, —z& 15 — kill two birds with one stone, gain two types of things by doing only one thing, gain two ends/aims at

once, get two results with one act, two/double advantages with one move/action (not win-win situation, a bonus, two
results for one)

Question 7: 6 marks

1. KHI 4 — three years ago/back (not the year before last year, two years ago, a couple of years ago, last last year,
years before)

2. bAT — can’t live/go/do without it, has not been without it, it is indispensable (not stop drinking it, has to drink)

3. H#r H & — the changing China with each passing day, change with each passing day, undergo daily changes (not
different China at night and day, forever/ever changing China, fast change, rapid progress)

4. — HA WA =%k — one day apart seems/feels like three years/autumns (not one day without three autumns, living
without it feels like three years, spring, feels like they miss it for a long time, not seeing China)

5. ¥ 5 [E — the spiritual homeland/home, the home of their soul (not secret garden, dream home, inner home)

6. ZLAE R ILIEAE IR AT — seemingly far away in the sky but actually close at hand, far away in the sky but right in front
of one’s eyes/face, right next to them when it seems so far away (not very close, sky’s limit)

Criterion 2: Grammatical aspects

Question 6 and Question 7: total 5 marks

1. BN E X ———#F — whichever/whatever, no matter which country (not countries, any/other/what/which country,
wherever)

2. Xf——T8 % — more important towards/to (not but, in addition)

3. A4 — because, due to, for, as

4, —J7Hi——— % —7J7TH — on one hand ... on the other hand, on one side ... on the other side, one aspect ... another
aspect (not site, one hand ... another hand, point of view/opinion, in a way ... in other way)

5. Xf———" MR — is very interested in ..., has great/strong interest towards/to/in (not for, at)
6. H M —since, ever since

7. #t/b — at least, minimum

8. Hi kit % — more and more/more common

9. ¥4k — suddenly, all of a sudden

10. IE/2 — just, the very one which/that

Section 3 — Writing in Chinese

All questions were attempted, although Questions 9 and 11 were the most popular. Students are advised to read the
question carefully when planning their response to ensure that they meet all the requirements of the question. For
example, in Question 8, students were instructed to write the script of a speech informing their Chinese classmates
about how they celebrated Chinese New Year with the Chinese community, their family and friends. In order to meet
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the requirements of the task, students should have discussed how they celebrated Chinese New Year in three different

settings and the event should have been set in a non-Chinese speaking country. Students also needed to develop their
response using the specific type of writing required for the task.

Criteria
e relevance, breadth and depth of content 6 marks
e appropriateness of structure and sequence 6 marks
e accuracy, range and appropriateness of vocabulary and grammar 8 marks

Question 8

C1 - content

o RNAXEARKRH (e BRABUSIEK HEBREAT . FERTEDD
o FREEALRIB (W FERE. MARG. AREEXNREE, S48
o FPAEAREIRAL (hH: SMHRIFEr R B SN/ BN IS EAL)

C2 — structure and sequence
o RFUF: WUHEH, RS 7/ Bh—H—2r, REM350.
o JFk, I3 SR, BIFkR& RS
o BUKRNMKIERFF, f)TIER

C3 - language 84y

BRI
o VRS H BT F T
R, kMR, AR, aERE, T R
o VENTAHREEAREFACERE, RS, TR, QRE R, VI S

(eg.1-3)
o WH5-6

EENCHEAE S, RIBIEARMERN, HEa e, AR L, A HiESHR (eg. 4-6)
o AITMAEIALLELSS, WEFHRILRZE NI (e g THEEZ)
o RIUTMRENIMZE, T RIRIRZH N30, RIGHH .

Note:
1.8 5 85 HUR IR 1 — 584
2. 1B E RS
- 1 R AR IEAME )
- H T/ B RR T IR A /A
3. HEHRIL —IRFEIE.
4, ENR, BT I

Question 9
C1 - content
o BIN—Iitt4igsh (. BHEEER/ARER/ 7 TEHCEER /RS ER /iR /W /KD FERT IR TUE B A
— MR EA

o ZINXBUZBIHI3 D AFERIEFAL, -
- BrEEL. RIBL A
- BIREE, BEAES
- el E E RE R R R AR HET

C2 — structure and sequence
o (ARANE) L bREE, fEE, S—d—7r.
o JFk, IEX, iR RIFKERGRSI—)
o BUKIMKIERF, f)TIER
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C3 - language

Question 10
C1 - content

o —MMA—EZGAEE (W0 FEEES - BoL, BRAOME, —ERAIRIIFHA RIERE)
o XXECPRIRI GBS FEAR (R SRABURUL, A — RS
s VAT Z B RGH S EE, BUE BRSBTS, W Il ik g 2 2160

C2 — structure and sequence
o HM, REF!, BlF! FH, HE. D—f1—7, mEM30.
o IRk, B3, iR, GRIFERERGRE&I—)
o BURNMKIERF, FJTIER

C3 - language

Question 11
C1 - content

o NSEEREIPIANE S AR AL
o WEIRH, HWREMTE, SZAH

. - AR IR
- NSEERRELFN S, BEAT SEMRT KB SO R ST 8 52 K UORE— 23T IMid SR AR P, Aok Ik
- MEELSE, T, A
- RERWIAR LM 7 ZHHBL, %38
- BRI A SE
- AEREIR A CUIh D

C2 — structure and sequence
L4 %@B’ 315'”5%’ %’?Dgﬁj\
o JFk, I SR, GRIFkR&RAM )
o BUKRIMKIERFF, f)TIER

C3 - language

Question 12
C1 - content

o HIRREXAN N R
o R/ WIS KAE - HERREEEE (AR

(s ARRZGBANX — AW — £ Gk, el —5 0 RS, S A/t —ii— 5B o 3.
o WUFEAILE

C2 — structure and sequence
o HH, fEE, Sh——7
o JFk, IEX, iR, GRIFREKRER&I—)
o BUKMKIERF, f)TIER

C3 - language
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