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Oral component
The students coming from quite different study and residential backgrounds demonstrated a range of ability and
proficiency. Compared with previous years, students’ performance in this examination was of average standard.

Generally speaking, students had a better understanding of the requirements of this examination and prepared well. A
small percentage of studentswere not able to present their topics according to the requirements of the study design and
others presented informative rather than persuasive reports. A few students used an evaluative style in their presentation.

Section 1 — Conver sation

Compared with 2002, awider range of topics and resources was chosen by studentsin their detailed studies. Most
students' presentations followed the ‘ Language and Culture through Literature and the Arts' option. There was clear
evidence that students were able to select appropriate topics and texts for the Detailed Study with greater interest. Most
topics tended to focus on the traditional view of family, women and marriage. Some new topics were presented such as:
‘war and itsimpact’. However, some topics were not well chosen; students found it difficult to analyse from three
aspects and persuade their audience convincingly, such as ‘the Internet’.

Most students' one-minute introduction to topics was effective and smooth. Detailed Study topics and sub-topics were
clearly presented. Successful students were well-prepared and demonstrated a high level of language skill and avery
good standard pronunciation, fluency and accuracy in the use of language. They chose an appropriate sub-topic,
presented a clear stance, studied arange of resourcesin depth, used examples drawn from texts studied to support their
view and presented information effectively within the four-minute time limit. Students who performed at a high level
were able to demonstrate the ability to read the texts critically and adopt a stance with aview to convincing the
audience. However, a significant number of students only presented stories on plots of the materials rather than
providing more persuasive comments related to the topic. A small percentage of students demonstrated no evidence of
research and did not support their opinions with appropriate examples. Some lacked breadth and depth in content;
others were not clear in their own stance. Many students did not show the capability of engaging with the assessors
during the presentation and reciting of material was common. Students are reminded that reading from the script is not
permitted in the ‘ora’. A few students were not able to complete the task due to limited language proficiency. In
general, cue cards were used appropriately and control of timing also showed improvement.

In several cases, students presented remarkably similar material in their presentations. Teachers are advised to
authenticate students' work before the examination. If the same topic is set for alarge class, it isimportant that the
scope be broad enough for each student to study a sub-topic and produce different responses in order to avoid a uniform
approach to the topic (refer to Support Paper 7).

Section 2 — Discussion

Many students could have been better prepared for the discussion. Generally speaking, students could maintain the
assessors interest and handle the discussion, answering the points with details and insights. However, not many students
were able to respond at length to questions by using relevant and supportive evidence from texts studied and discussing
the issue with assessorsin depth.

Most students found it difficult to present the argument strongly and to advance the exchange. A large number lacked
the capacity to explore the topics they chose, could not develop their view points in discussion, and therefore lacked
depth. Many students were not able to defend their own point of view and a small percentage had difficulty in
maintaining the discussion.

Students are reminded that preparation for the discussion is asimportant as the presentation. Debating to better maintain
and advance the exchange with assessors should be well rehearsed before the examination. It is suggested that students
practise presenting the report to a number of people to experience avariety of opinions and anticipate possible areas of
discussion.

Written component

Section 1
Most students did well to identify the required points and reorgane them. However, some students did not identify all
the points, almost as if there was too much information to listen to with some points a bit lengthy. Using wrong Chinese
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characters or mixing up traditional and simplified characters was still a common problem, particularly when students
tried to write idioms. Students need to improve their listening skillsin identifying the information needed.

Section 2

A few students did well in understanding and identifying the requirements of the task, including the audience, the
purpose, the kind of writing and the text type. Many students were able to identify the points required, although some
failed to identify all the required points. Reorganising the points proved to be most challenging for students; many
failing to organise the points around the task, especially to make the points appropriate to the setting of the task
required. Some students ignored the reading materials provided and used their own experiences instead and made up
their own points. Exceeding the word limit resulted in these students being penalised.

Itiscrucia to understand the task before looking for the points, as all the required points need to be relevant to the task.
Students need to be vigilant when looking for points; some points need to be general, others are not so obvious. Finding
all pointsisonly thefirst step, arranging points around the task and completing the task is more important.

Section 3

Most students chose to do Question 8 and Question 10, in evaluative style, over Questions 9 and 11, in imaginative
style. Some, who chose Question 8 about the Internet replacing newspapers and magazines, misread the task and wrote
only about the Internet. The students who chose Question 10 (about students working part-time) had some difficulties
with the text-type required — areport in a school magazine. Question 9 gave students more flexibility and they produced
agood variety of work. Question 10 proved arather difficult setting with many students producing a personal account
that lacked imaginary elements. Students till need to learn how to analyse a task and they need to have a good
understanding of the five kinds of writing required.

The following answer keys in Chinese are for reference.

Section 1 —Part A
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Section 1 —Part B
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C2: R ARG H, AWML, HFWW, Jouhn v/ %R
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Section 2 — Reading and responding
CL 1L BE AR P E AR B, 34kK
2. JH A E AL [ A%
3 VLSRG, ORI (R AP E AN [ 5357 A o 5 %
A, AT LLAE R N AT 2 MR AN K138
5. S ARVE AT AR, RETTiE, A7 B O ) AU
6. TVELLBC T A FER, A AEA B T2 T DT S5k
7. S ASVE T LARIE XS HARSER N SR Ik 32
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C3 it WA SR, R

Section 3—Writingin Chinese

CL: wilEM, WAARE. 7, AWM BSOS IE R ITTHREMA4, G STH RIS T
C2: FF O CIRBEK, S5t id, BukGH, RikAEHME

C3: i 5 Effy, EIENE, ORI AR SR, bR RS R

CifimFmE, RiLTTAZHA, B SGIEERK
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