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2004 LOTE: Chinese First Language GA 3: Examination

Oral component

GENERAL COMMENTS

Generally speaking, most of the students were well prepared and demonstrated good presentation and communication
skills. Students had a better understanding of the requirements of the examination this year, including timing and style;
however, some students were not able to meet the requirements.

Some advice to teachers:

e students need to understand the processes of the oral examination, such how to use cue cards appropriately, to
be at the examination venue on time and to carry their examination slip and photo identification with them

e students need to be able to deliver their report like a speech, therefore they need to be aware of the persuasive
style that is required for the presentation and the features of a speech

e students need to take the initiative and lead the discussion. Keeping the conversation going and the audience
engaged is the key to a successful discussion

e students need to have a broader knowledge about the topic they are presenting. Their performance is
determined by their ability to answer questions quickly and to elaborate on their opinions.

SPECIFIC INFORMATION

Section 1 — Presentation

The students’ presentations followed the ‘Language and Culture through Literature and the Arts’ option. There was
clear evidence that students were able to select appropriate topics and texts for their detailed studies. A wider range of
topics were selected than in previous years. Although some students still chose topics relating to traditional families or
marriage, many students were able to explore new areas such as historical figures (for example, Cao Cao or Li Hong
Zhang), or value systems (for example, love, personal characteristics and personal beliefs).

Most students’ one minute introduction of their topic was clear and effective. Their topics, views, and literature and arts
references were clearly outlined. Many students demonstrated a high level of language skill, including pronunciation,
intonation, fluency and accuracy in the use of language. They were able to present their views clearly and convincingly
and were familiar with the literary works they had studied. Students who performed at a high level showed the ability to
persuade the audience by using evidence effectively to support their views. However, a small percentage of students
were not able to provide evidence to support their opinions.

Some students relied totally on notes to deliver their presentations, thereby reducing the impact of their delivery.

Section 2 — Discussion

Most students were able to keep the discussion going by defending their views and providing background knowledge on
the topics they had presented. They demonstrated very good communication skills by using effective body language
strategies, such as eye contact and gestures, to convince their audience to support their opinions. Students who achieved
a high standard were able to take the initiative and lead the discussion. However, a number of students showed a lack of
preparation for the discussion. They were not able to elaborate on their opinions or to provide further evidence to
defend their views. A small percentage of students were very passive in the discussion and required a lot of assistance
from the assessors.

Written component

Section 1: Listening and responding

Criteria
e the capacity to understand and convey general and specific aspects of texts
e the capacity to understand general and specific aspects of texts
o the capacity to convey information accurately and appropriately.
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Most students performed well in this section. There was clear evidence that students understood the texts and were able
to convey the information needed. However, character errors continued to be a noticeable problem. There was a small
group of students who had difficulty identifying the required points.

The following answer keys in Chinese are for reference.
Text1
o PEINAMEST, STHFAERGIC, S bR PR S o
o bt LIFRAVH Ly BRlrh, P RETEATNA, PRI IR A — R RS R,
P TR IR AR AR TR 4 A
o HZ—: HHY KW, A, AR RS,  sRan E ROT, 51 AN
o BB BMSESRY, SUAMEERE. B SCHIRY, KE SRR

o GKEROMAENIE, WEKEW, LT EIZE RRLIED .. KE 2T DHERERNE S, FHEA
SR A LTI 5] 5

o YN AR TEKA AR ESAAIEE, A LIbAE R

o TKINH: HIBH O EREARTE, 188 BN IZEEASTRE, Ak FRAE s, WAL
IR EEAL

o AR RIS fhSh, AHEE SRR KT S M A

o Hiul: ZZIhHLy, YHRERTE, WA SR, SRR RIS S )b, ARk B B A
15 H

o AJh: MDA EBIAG RN AR, FADGLE, ERIEE R, B0

o HurMM kL HiEA b )LE

o HTUEEEE T, TFAOFEERMASAN TS, RE/RILBCREE .. B TAER, RN
, JEFEZ DU

Section 2: Reading and responding
Criteria
e the capacity to identify and synthesise relevant information and ideas from the texts
e appropriateness of structure and sequence
e accuracy, range and appropriateness of vocabulary and grammar (including punctuation and, where relevant,
script).

The majority of students approached this section of the written examination with a better understanding of the task’s
requirements than previously. However, only a small group of students demonstrated good skills in identifying the
relevant information and ideas from the texts and responded to the task with the appropriate audience, purpose, text type
and writing style in mind.

A significant number of students failed to respond according to the task’s requirements, presenting a piece of
informative writing rather than persuasive writing. A small group of students responded to the task without including
any information from the texts provided; some students even made up their own points. A few students were not able to
complete the task due to limited language proficiency.

Students are advised to analyse each question well in order to gain a clear understanding the task’s requirements before
they begin writing. Students must be aware that presenting points in a logical and meaningful order is as important as
identifying them in this task.

The following answer keys in Chinese are for reference.
o HFERMEGURK, M EERETUE, EWRE b E AR A
o HEAEGATRE, WAEHN, WOCAEE . W LI BN ARSI RE, AR SEPEATSRIE
o RFTAAENZIE ], B ERBCRRL RS IMISFEARAETTOR, IR SRRSO, e DK
RIS S SRR, SN R B AN H
o FUAAEN AR, LRI A I AR
o IARAANEETIR, NEhn L, ZTH4 T CAEGIAREKR
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Section 3: Writing in Chinese
Criteria
e relevance, breadth and depth of content
e appropriateness of structure and sequence
e accuracy of vocabulary and grammar (including punctuation and, where relevant, script)
e range and appropriateness of vocabulary and grammar.

In this section, the majority of students chose to write in an evaluative style. Almost 50% of students chose Question 9,
and 30% of students chose Question 11. There were about 20% of students who chose to do the imaginative writing
task. Only a very small group of students responded to Question 12.

In the more than 800 responses on Question 9, a significant number of students misread the task and wrote the
advantages and disadvantage of sending SMS instead of the advantages and disadvantages of sending SMS in Chinese.

Within the small group of students who chose to write in an imaginative style, some demonstrated excellent linguistic
skills. Several pieces of outstanding work were seen in this section.

Keeping to the word limit continued to be a problem. In several cases, students wrote over 1000 characters.

Chinese First Language GA3 Exam VCAA 2004 Assessment Report

www.theallpapers.com





