
Essay Writing 

 
Hello guys 
 
I just gave my interview for CSS 2006 and i would like to share my experience of 
preparing for Essay paper. It is for those who are aspiring to clear CSS. 
 
I think essay writing is a very difficult task. It may not sound very difficult but trust 
me, it is. In CSS, the only paper that you should fear is that of Essay.  
 
I think the first and foremost important factor in essay writing is that of the topic 
that you attempt. It's always better to know your strenghts and weaknesses before 
going for a topic. Myself, being equipped with the statistics and an overall picture of 
our economy attempted 'Foriegn Direct Investment in Pakistan' this year. I could 
have opted for 'Global warming' because i had read an extensive article on the said 
topic. But i didnt. Reason being, an article doesnt give you enough information to 
write a three hour essay.  
 
The point that i am trying to make is that, only go for that topic that you think you 
have complete command over. An article or two for that matter arn't enough. My 
brother, who also cleared CSS 2006, attempted 'At times you have to set aside your 
principles'. Now this topic may seem too literary for some but he went for it and 
cleared it. Why? because he is good at literary topics. I, myself, couldnt have written 
more than two pages on this axiom, or whatever that is. 
 
For those who find my suggestions a bit confusing and for those who don't know 
their strenghts and weaknesses, i recommend that they should read the daily 
Business page and weekly Business op-ed in dawn. This would arm them with 
enough analytical overview of Pakistani economy that they shouldn't find the 
economics related essays difficult. I think this is one of the safest bets to clear the 
essay paper because every year we get an essay related topic. It may vary from 
year to year but it, for sure, will be related to our economy. 
 
Hand in hand, you should set aside an hour, every day, for Essay writing. An hour is 
enough (that is, if you have at least six months left in your exams. If not, try 
spending more time). Select any topic at random and start writing.  
This brings us to the introduction. The introduction may vary from essay to essay. In 
my introduction to FDI in Pak, i started off with the globalization, then onto free 
movement of goods, services, people and capital and so on. Now this introduction 
doesnt explain the crux of my essay. What it does is that, it slowly builds up the case 
for FDI in Pak. I favor this method because you dont have to spend too much time 
over your words and sentences.  
 
The Intro, body and conclusion of your essay must be synchronized. That is, the first 
must directly lead the reader to the second and then onto the third. Neither the intro 
nor the conclusion has to be bombastic; the simpler the better. 
 
I had many things to add to this post but i seem to have forgotten some.  
I hope it is of some help 
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>>>Yes that does affect Essay, but to me the hierarchy of good points in essay is like 
this. 
 
1 Strong Conclusion And introduction 
2 Relevance of the written material to the title 
3 Strong Arguments and Ideas. 
4 Coherence of ideas presented, interconnection of paragraphs 
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5 Scope, means you cover all related points 
6 your arguments be supported by examples from history, daily life, Quotes, Ayyats, 
Ahadees 
7 The structure of Sentences (grammatical, and length wise) 
8 properly used Vocabulary 
 
The order given may change slightly and it is not so well defined. 
 
Now about improving vocabulary. Same method told to every one. Read good 
Magazines, books, articles (related to CSS studies), Now whichever word is new for 
you, immediately check it in some good dictionary (either hard copy or soft one). 
Reading news papers , articles, will not only improve your vocabulary but will help 
you in many many ways, in current Affairs, Pak Affairs, In Essay writing, in English 
paper, in Expansion Question. 
 
You may also prepare Vocabulary from GRE lists but this may be difficult although 
useful from English papers point of view. 
__________________ 
"The only necessary thing for the triumph of evil is for good men to do nothing." 
--Edmund Burke (1729-1797) 
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