
Essay Tips 

 
People, DONT ever go for an ordinary run of the mill topic that everyone will be 
writing on.. i mean, everyone will be attempting them, and the examiner will read 
the same things over and over again, so it wont get marks.. if u HAVE to attempt 
such an essay, BE DIFFERENT and original... Else, try to write an essay in which 
there is scope for writing intelligent stuff, and which not everyone will be 
attempting.. be ORIGINAL.... try AVOIDING patriotic, or controvertial issues! 
 
Preparationn TIPS:  
Go through everything, but remember, present it in a different, educated, intellectual 
way.. i mean, cite real life examples, give critical evaluations in view of data, and 
please DONT be rhetorical!!! trust me, the examiners know more than you, and they 
are NOT looking for static laborious answers. they want dynamic things... 
 
EXAM TIPS:  
At ALL times, KEEP YOUR COOL, think through the answers u write... please PLAN 
your answer before you write, that will help you stay within time limits.. 
 
 

   
 

 How To Read Essays You Must Analyze. 
 

HOW TO READ ESSAYS YOU MUST ANALYZE. 
///////////////////////////////////////////////// 
 
 
1. Take a pencil in your hand. 
 
2. Read the essay over once, quickly, looking for the main idea, for what the essay is 
about in general, and for what the author seems to be saying. Don't get bogged 
down in details. (If you come to an unfamiliar word, circle it but go on reading). 
 
3. Check the meaning of unfamiliar words. If they seem to be key words, i.e., if the 
author uses them more than once, scribble a brief definition at the bottom of the 
page or at the end of the essay. 
 
4. Now re-read more slowly and carefully, this time making a conscious attempt to 
begin to isolate the single most important generalization the author makes: his 
thesis. Follow his line of thought; try to get some sense of structure. The thesis 
determines the structure, so the structure, once you begin to sense it, can lead you 
to the thesis. What is the main point the author is making: Where is it? Remember, 
examples or "for instances" are not main points. 
 
 
The thesis is the generalization the author is attempting to prove valid. Your job, 
then is to ask yourself, "What is the author trying to prove"? 
Another way of identifying the thesis is to ask yourself, "What is the unifying 
principle of this essay"? or "What idea does everything in this essay talk about"? or 
"Under what single main statement could all the subdivisions fit"? 
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If the author has stated his thesis fully and clearly and all in one place, your job is 
easier. The thesis is apt to be stated somewhere in the last few paragraphs, in which 
case the preceding paragraphs gradually lead up to it, or else somewhere right after 
the introduction, in which case the balance of the essay justifies the statement and 
refers back to it. Sometimes, however, the author never states the entire thesis in so 
many words; he gives it to you a piece at a time. Never mind. You can put it 
together later.  
 
5. When you think you have grasped the main point, the whole essay goes to prove, 
underline it and write thesis in the margin. If you find you have several possible 
theses, don't panic; they all fit together somehow. One or more will probably turn 
out to be supporting the thesis rather than part of it. 

 
 
 
 
   

 

 Critical Thinking 
 

 
Analytical and critical writing is one of the demands of CSS essay paper, and for a 
better writing one should have critical thinking skills. For a better understanding of 
the fact, that what is critical thinking in actual i m simply pasting a peice of writing. 
 
What is Critical Thinking? 
 
No one always acts purely objectively and rationally. We connive for selfish interests. We 
gossip, boast, exaggerate, and equivocate. It is "only human" to wish to validate our prior 
knowledge, to vindicate our prior decisions, or to sustain our earlier beliefs. In the process of 
satisfying our ego, however, we can often deny ourselves intellectual growth and opportunity. 
We may not always want to apply critical thinking skills, but we should have those skills 
available to be employed when needed.  
 
Critical thinking includes a complex combination of skills. Among the main characteristics are 
the following: Rationality 
 
We are thinking critically when we 

• rely on reason rather than emotion, 
• require evidence, ignore no known evidence, and follow evidence where it 

leads, and 
• are concerned more with finding the best explanation than being right 

analyzing apparent confusion and asking questions. 

Self-awareness 
 
We are thinking critically when we 

• weigh the influences of motives and bias, and 
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• recognize our own assumptions, prejudices, biases, or point of view. 

Honesty 
 
We are thinking critically when we recognize emotional impulses, selfish motives, nefarious 
purposes, or other modes of self-deception.  
Open-mindedness 
 
We are thinking critically when we 

• evaluate all reasonable inferences 
• consider a variety of possible viewpoints or perspectives, 
• remain open to alternative interpretations 
• accept a new explanation, model, or paradigm because it explains the 

evidence better, is simpler, or has fewer inconsistencies or covers more 
data 

• accept new priorities in response to a reevaluation of the evidence or 
reassessment of our real interests, and 

• do not reject unpopular views out of hand. 

Discipline 
 
We are thinking critically when we 

• are precise, meticulous, comprehensive, and exhaustive 
• resist manipulation and irrational appeals, and 
• avoid snap judgments. 

Judgment 
 
We are thinking critically when we 

• recognize the relevance and/or merit of alternative assumptions and 
perspectives 

• recognize the extent and weight of evidence 

In sum, 

• Critical thinkers are by natureskeptical. They approach texts with the same 
skepticism and suspicion as they approach spoken remarks. 

• Critical thinkers areactive, not passive. They ask questions and analyze. 
They consciously apply tactics and strategies to uncover meaning or assure 
their understanding. 

• Critical thinkers do not take an egotistical view of the world. They 
areopento new ideas and perspectives. They are willing to challenge their 
beliefs and investigate competing evidence. 

Critical thinking enables us to recognize a wide range of subjective analyses of otherwise 
objective data, and to evaluate how well each analysis might meet our needs. Facts may be 
facts, but how we interpret them may vary.  
 
By contrast, passive, non-critical thinkers take a simplistic view of the world. 
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• They see things in black and white, as either-or, rather than recognizing a 
variety of possible understanding. 

• They see questions as yes or no with no subtleties. 
• They fail to see linkages and complexities. 
• They fail to recognize related elements. 

Non-critical thinkers take an egotistical view of the world 

• They taketheirfacts as the only relevant ones. 
• They taketheir ownperspective as the only sensible one. 
• They taketheir goalas the only valid one. 

__________________ 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
This is good informative post. Thanks for sharing. Something which I should clear is 
that demand of essay paper is "Analytical + Comprehensive" and not "Analytical + 
Critical". Although I really want that this demand should be of "Analytical + 
Comprehensive + Critical". 
 
Second thing is that in this post, author has described the qualities of critical and 
non-critical thinking just in the form of simple assertions. Although I agree with 
these assertions and I accept that these assertions do describe the qualities of 
critical and non-critical thinking. But author himself has written this post in quite un-
critical and non-analytical style. He/she has not analyzed these assertions at all and 
has described them just in the form of affirmative sentences. "Critical analysis", in 
the strict sense, is a long chain of logical reasoning, out of which, at the end, the 
final results are deduced in the form of assertions. Here, author has not performed 
this "critical" reasoning and despite the fact the assertions are mostly true, there is 
no supportive evidence for the truth of these assertions, in this piece of writing. 
 
I just have tried to explain the difference between critical and non-critical style by 
using the example of this post itself. Post, however, is good informative one because 
it does tell us which is critical and which is not. 
 
 
__________________ 
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