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Prose Literature Mark Scheme.

Thucydides VII, 59.2-87

1

(i) Thucydides uses striking phrases in this passage to give a strong impression of the viewpoint
of the Athenians watching the sea battle. He explains that everything is at stake and they
were afraid like never before. He effectively portrays their nervous tension and their intense
interest in the outcome of the battle and that for a long time the outcome was unclear.
Thucydides uses juxtaposition and contrast to emphasise their changing emotions. He gives
precise description, for example saying that the bodies of the soldiers were swaying in
different directions, depending on the course of the battle. He also uses other rhetorical

techniques, such as metaphor and repetition with emotional vocabulary.

Candidates might comment on the following details from the Greek text to reinforce their

points:

TAvTwY yap 8n dvakelpevwy Toig ABnvaiolg ¢ Tag vailg

@OROC¢ NV UTTEP ToU PEANOVTOG OUBEVI E0IKWG
314 10 AvwpaAov ThG vaupaxiag dvwpalov Kai TV Emoyiv €k TS yig AvaykalovTo EXev.
aveBaponodv Te Av Kai TTpOg AvakAnaoiv Bs®dv
OAo@uUPUE Te Aua peTa Bofig Expidvto

Kai TAV yvounv ydAhov Tiv €v 10 Epyw £douholvto

TOIG owpaoiv auToig ioa Tf) 80gN TepIdeddg EuvatTovelovTeg

A dIEpeuyov | ATTWAAUVTO
OAoQUPUOC Bon, VIKDVTEG KPATOUUEVOL,
€V HeYAAw KIVOUVW pEya aTpaToTredov TTOAUEIDN

(if) Translate lines 11-14. Translation is marked out of 15, divided by 3.

AV Te &V 16 alT@ oTpaTelpan Tdv ABnvaiwy, (3 Marks)

Ewg ayxwuoaAa évaupdayouv, ravra opol dkoloal, (4 Marks)

O0Ao@uUPUOC Bon, VIKOVTES KpatoUuevol, (2 Marks)

aMa 60a év peydAw KIVOUV® péya oTpatotredov TroAusldf] avaykaloito @BgyyeaBal. (6

Marks)
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(iii) Thucydides gives some interesting description of the turning point in the battle, vividly
portraying the Syracusans’ reaction as the Athenians retreat. However, his main focus is on
disorder of the Athenians as they fled back to their camp. He describes them as overcome by
a single impulse and states that they cried aloud and groaned in pain for what had
happened. While some Athenians did their duty, Thucydides focuses on the majority whose
main aim was their own personal safety.

Candidates might comment on the following details from the Greek text to reinforce their
points:

EMIKEipEVOl AauTTp®dG

TTOAAR Kpauyh Kai SIOKEAEUCUE XPWHEVO!

aAAog AAAN

KATEVEXBEVTEC ECETTECOV £C TO OTPATOTTESOV

amo pidg opufig

oipwyf € kai oTOVW TTAVTEG SucavaoXETOUVTEG

aAAol &€ kai oi TTAgioTo!

01N ocweénoovtal dIEoKOTTOUV [6]
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2

(i)

(ii)

Thucydides describes how the Syracusans attacked the Athenians with missiles on all sides.
He states that they were under constant attack from both a large number of cavalry and other
troops. It is poignant that the Athenians focus on crossing the river in the forlorn hope that
things might be better if only they can make it to the other side. Thucydides tells us clearly
that they were exhausted and longing to drink. He vividly describes how they rushed into the
river in complete disorder. Each man simply wanted to be the first to get across. All the time
the Syracusans continued their attacks to make the crossing as difficult as possible.

Candidates might comment on the following details from the Greek text to reinforce their
points:

avtax00ev BAMOVTEG Te Kai KATOKOVTI{OVTEG

Bladouevol UTTO Tg TTavTax00ev TTPooRoARg

ITTTEWV 1€ TTOAA®V Kai To0 AAAou OxAou

Av dilaB®dail TOV TTOTaAPOV

UTo TG TahaImwpiag kai Tol el £mBupia

E0TTITITOUCIV OUBEVI KOOUW £TI

mdg 1€ Tig diaBfvar alTog TTPMTOC BOUAOUEVOG

oi TToAEpio1 Emmikeipevol xaAettiv fidn TRv didBaciv €moiouv

[6]

Thucydides explains how they were forced to be packed together, as they were under attack
and this meant that they trampled each other. Many were killed by their own weapons and
others died after getting entangled in their equipment and then swept away by the river. The
Syracusans were attacking the Athenians from above which meant that the Athenians
couldn’t fight back. Instead the Athenians were desperately trying to drink the water, even
after it became muddy and stained with blood. Thucydides includes the shocking detail that
they were even fighting each other to drink the defiled water.

Candidates might comment on the following details from the Greek text to reinforce their
points:

aBpool yap avaykalOpevol XWPEv

XWPEV EMEMITITOV T AAAAAOIC Kai KATETTATOUV

Trepi 1€ TOIC dopariolg kai akeUeaIv of pEv sUBUC dispBeipovTo

oi 5& EUTTOAACTOPEVOI KOTEPPEOV

ERaANov AvwBev Toug ABnvaioug

MivovTdag T€ ToUG TTOAAOUG ATPEVOUG Kai £V KOIAW OVTI TG TTOTAU®
paAioTa Eogadov

kai 10 Udwp £UBUG dIEPBapPTO

oUdev nooov ETivetd Te Opol T@ TIAD NUATWHPEVOV
TePINAXNTOV AV TOIC TTOAAOIC

[9]
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(iii) Translate lines 16-19. Translation is marked out of 15, divided by 3.

TENOG OE vekp®V Te TTOAA@V ETT AAAAAOIG ABN KEIPEVWY €V TR TTOTAU®
(4 Marks)

Kai diepBapuévou Tol atpateUpaTog Told eV Kata Tov Trotaudy, (3 Marks)
10U &€ Kkai, € 11 Slapuyol, UTTO TRV ITTTéwy, (3 Marks)
Nikiag FUNITITTR) €auTov TTapadidwal, (2 Marks)

moTeloag ydAhov aut® ) Toig¢ Zupakoaiolg’ (3 Marks)

[5]

Plato Phaedo 60c8-77a5, 115b1-118a17

3

(i)

(ii)

The main point Socrates is making here is that philosophers practise dying and they will be
the men least likely to be afraid of death. Plato uses forceful language to reinforce this point.
Socrates stresses that philosophers are utterly opposed to the body; rather they desire to
have their soul alone by itself. Thus it would be very strange if, when they die, they were
afraid and upset, as this is their best hope to gain true knowledge. Plato’s use of words such
as aopevol, €Atric and Apwv (repeated) is important here.

Candidates might comment on the following details from the Greek text to reinforce their
points:

SiaBERANVTaI PEV TTAVTaAXF TA) CWHATI

auTtnyv 8¢ kad’ auTtryv émBupolol TV WPuxnV Exev
&l oPoivTo Kai Ayavakroiev

&i un dopevol ékeioe iolev

EATTIC €OTIV ...

newv (repeated)
[7]

Plato attempts to make this argument convincing by using an analogy. Socrates compares
stories of mortals who have gone down to the Underworld in search of their loved ones with
philosophers who will be eager for death so that they can attain true knowledge. This
passage is highly rhetorical and there is repeated use of repetition, balancing phrases and
contrast. Candidates may take different views on whether these rhetorical points make the
argument more or less convincing.

Candidates might comment on the following details from the Greek text to reinforce their
points:

avepwTtrivwv pev TTaIBIK®V Kai yuvaik®v kai UEwv amobavovtwy (accumulation)
UTTO TaUTNG Gyouevol TG EATTIGOG

TG ToU OweoBai e €kel wv EmeBUpOUV Kai cuvéosaBar

AaBwV 0@Odpa THV aUTHV TaUTNV EATTIOQ

undapol AAAoBI EvrelgeaBar aUTh agiwg Adyou

pndapol AAAoBI kaBapidg EvreUgeaBal ppovioel GAN ) EKeT

oU TToAAR v dhoyia €in &i @oBoito TOv Bavarov O TololTog
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(iii) Translate lines 17-21. Translation is marked out of 15, divided by 3.
oukoUv ikavov ool Tekunplov, €pn, TolTto avdpadg, (2 Marks)
Ov av 1dn¢ dyavakrtolvra péAhovta amobaveiaBal, (3 Marks)
6T oUK &P’ AV PIAGTOPOC AANA TIC PIAOTOPATOC; (3 Marks)
& aUTOC B¢ Trou oUTOC TUYXAVE! WV Kai PINOXPAKATOC Kai PIAOTIHOC, (3 Marks)
ATol Ta Erepa ToUTWV N AuEoTEPQ. (2 Marks)

mavu, £€en, €xel oUTwe w¢ Aéyeig. (2 Marks)

(i) This passage provides a touching vignette of praise for Socrates immediately before his
death. It is perhaps ironic that it is Socrates’ jailor who is praising him so eloquently. This
tribute from an unlikely source helps to develop a strongly positive impression of Socrates.
The repetition of superlatives reinforces this. It is significant that the jailor, although he claims
to know Socrates well, does not appreciate that Socrates does not blame those responsible
for his death, nor does he mind death itself. This is a useful reminder to the reader that
Socrates’ position is remarkable. The passage closes with the jailor bursting into tears and
this show the effect that Socrates’ nobility in the face of death has on those who witness it.

Candidates might comment on the following details from the Greek text to reinforce their
points:

oU katayvwoopuai ye gol 01rep AWV KaTayyvmokw
pol XaAeTTaivoual Kai Katap@vral
o€ B¢ &y kai AAwWG Eyvwka
yEVVQIOTATOV Kai TTpaoTaTov kai dpioTov avdpa
OUK €poi XaAeTTaiveIg, ... GAAQ €keivolg.
YIYVWOKEIG yap ToUG aiTioug,
XOTpE T Kai TTeIp® w¢ pdoTa eépeiv Ta Avaykaia.
Kai Aua dakpUOoAG YETAOTPEPOUEVOCS ATTHEL.
(ii) Translate lines 9-12. Translation is marked out of 15, divided by 3.
Kai 0 ZwKPATng avapBAEyag Tpog auTov, (2 Marks)
Kai aU, £pn, Xoipe, kai Nueic TadTta Toiooyev. (3 Marks)
Kai apa Tpog Nudg, wg aaTeiog, £pn, 6 AvBpwTrog” (3 Marks)
Kai TTapd Tavrta poi Tov Xpovov Trpoanel (2 Marks)

kai SieAéyeTo EvioTe kai Av avdpdv AdoToc, (3 Marks)

kai vv g yevvaiwg pe dmodakpuel (2 Marks)
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(iii) Crito tries to persuade Socrates to delay his death as late as possible and to make the most
of the physical pleasures of life still available — eating, drinking, sex. Socrates’ answer
reminds us that he has no interest in these things, and to delay death for their sake would
make him seem ridiculous to himself. His emphatic language and repeated command to Crito
to obey shows a calm and resolute state of mind.

Candidates might comment on the following details from the Greek text to reinforce their
points:

meIBwUeda aUTR, Kai EveykATw TIG TO PAPUAKOV

€l O€ un, TPIYATW O AvBpwTTog

&1 fhiov eivar £Tmi Toic Bpeaiv Kai oUTiw dedukéval

GMoug Tavu Owe TivovTag

deIviioavTdg Te Kai mOvVTag €U YdAa

kai ouyyevopévouc v’ éviouc Qv Av TUXworv EmBupoUvTEC.
Kai £ywye TalTa €ikOTWS oU TToINoW"

A YéAwTa OPANCelv TTop  EUaUT®,

yAixopevog 100 Zijv Kai @eid0uevog oUdevOg I EVOVTOG.

To what extent is Nicias presented as a tragic figure in Book VII? [20]

AO1: Candidates should demonstrate a sound understanding of Thucydides’ presentation of
Nicias in Book 7. They should show detailed knowledge of Nicias’ speeches in the book and they
should thoroughly discuss the sections of Thucydides’ narrative in which Nicias plays an
important part.

AO3: Candidates should analyse and evaluate Thucydides’ presentation of Nicias in Book 7,
including his actions, words, the reactions of others and the comments made by Thucydides.
They could discuss to what extent he appears to hold Nicias responsible for the failure of the
expedition. Thucydides certainly presents Nicias as indecisive and superstitious and candidates
could consider whether these faults constitute tragic flaws. They could discuss to what extent
Thucydides seems to find Nicias deserving of sympathy. Candidates could compare Thucydides’
presentation of Nicias with characters from Greek tragedies to assess whether it is valid to regard
Nicias as a tragic figure.

What contribution do speeches make to Book VII? [20]

AO1: Candidates should demonstrate detailed knowledge of the direct speeches of Nicias and
Gylippus from the set text extract. They may also gain credit for referring to Nicias’ letter to the
Athenians from earlier in Book 7, which takes the same form as a direct speech.

AO3: Candidates should analyse and evaluate Thucydides’ use of set speeches in Book 7. They
should discuss what contribution these speeches make to our appreciation of Book 7, both as a
work of history and as a work of literature, and in particular their contribution to the
characterisation of Nicias and Gylippus. They could compare Thucydides’ use of speeches in
Book 7 to how he uses them in other books, such as Book 2. They could also discuss to what
extent Thucydides follows the procedure that he had outlined for himself in Book 1. 22. They
should certainly discuss what effect these speeches have on our view of Nicias, as an individual
and as a public figure.
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How persuasive do you find Socrates’ arguments for the immortality of the soul in those
parts of the Phaedo you have read? [20]

AO1: Candidates should show good knowledge of the arguments used in the extract. In
particular, they should discuss the argument of generation from opposites and the argument from
recollection.

AO3: Candidates should analyse and evaluate these arguments. Better arguments are likely to
show an awareness of the logical flaws in the argument from generation from opposites and the
argument from recollection. The best answers may consider the literary power of the
presentations of these arguments and analyse and evaluate to what extent these arguments are
persuasive, regardless of their logical merits.

‘An advertisement for philosophy’. Discuss this view of the Phaedo. [20]

AO1: Candidates should demonstrate a sound knowledge of the text, especially the passages
where Plato appears to be advocating the value of philosophy, for example when Socrates
argues that philosophers will not fear death or when he argues that philosophers’ main concern
will be to free the soul from the body. They could also refer to the end of the Phaedo, where
Socrates’ own composure in the face of death provides an effective advertisement for the value
of the philosophical life.

AO3: Candidates should consider how effectively the Phaedo advocates the value of philosophy,
including the portrayal of Socrates as the ideal philosopher. They could analyse the ending of the
Phaedo and discuss the effect of Socrates’ death on the reader, and consider whether his
composure demonstrates the value of a life devoted to philosophy. The best answers may
discuss how this text creates its presentation of philosophy and whether its literary merits help
make the case for philosophy.
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