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Introduction

The main aim of this booklet is to exemplify standards for those teaching Cambridge Pre-U, and to show
how different levels of candidates’ performance relate to the subject’s curriculum and assessment
objectives.

Cambridge Pre-U is reported in three bands (Distinction, Merit and Pass) each divided into three grades (D1,
D2, D3; M1, M2, M3; P1, P2, P3).

In this booklet a selection of candidate responses has been chosen to illustrate each band (Distinction, Merit
and Pass). Each response is accompanied by a brief commentary explaining the strengths and weaknesses

of the answers.

For ease of reference the following format for each paper of the subject has been adopted:

(oo )
$

[ oorn |

)

¢

CExample Candidate

Response
CExaminer Comment}

Each question is followed by an extract of the mark scheme used by Examiners. This, in turn, is followed by
examples of marked candidate responses, each with an examiner comment on performance. Comments are
given to indicate where and why marks were awarded, and how additional marks could have been obtained.
In this way, it is possible to understand what candidates have done to gain their marks and what they still
have to do to improve their grades.

Teachers are reminded that a full syllabus and other teacher support materials are available on www.cie.org.
uk. For past papers and Examiner Reports please contact CIE on international@cie.org.uk.
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Components at a Glance

For the Cambridge Pre-U Principal qualification in Classical Greek, candidates take all four papers together at
the end of the course.

) ) Weighting
Component ComponentTitle Duration (%) Type of Assessment
(1]
P Verse Literature 2 hours 30 Written examination, externally set and
EES 30 minutes marked
. Writt ination, ext Il t and
Paper 2 Prose Literature 2 hours 20 ritten examination, externally set an
marked
. Written examination, externally set and
Transl 2h '
Paper 3 Unseen Translation ours 30 marked
Prose Composition or 1 hour Written examination, externally set and
Paper 4 . . 20
Comprehension 30 minutes marked
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Classical Greek Paper 1

Commentary Questions
Section A
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Mark Scheme
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Example Candidate Response — Distinction
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Examiner Comment

As one would expect of an answer in the mid-D2 range, the translation is very accurate. In answering
questions (i) and (ii), there is very good detail and identification of stylistic features. All this is well observed
and shows commendable attention to detail in the text. On occasion, however, the mere identification is
too much relied on, without any attempt to explain properly how the feature pertains to the meaning of the
text (e.g. in question (i) it is stated that the alliteration of two ‘d" words pushes the momentum along: how?).
The answer to question (ii) needed to deal a little more with Electra’s desire for revenge and preparedness to
die. Otherwise, though, this was a rich and detailed answer.

Example Candidate Response — Distinction (D1)
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Examiner Comment

This answer, analysing a passage of Homer /liad 22, is superb. The translation,of course, is very accurate,
but more remarkable is the clarity and sophistication of the critical response. In the answers to questions
(i), (iii) and (iv) the candidate not only displays a sophisticated understanding of various stylistic features;
there is also on display a willingness to relate those features to the meaning of the text. One example

is how the identification of enjambement in lines 5-7 is used to stress the main points of Priam'’s wish.

A similar observation can be made about the identification of chiasmus in line 26. In an answer of this
quality the detail is accurate, the stylistic features are precisely observed and are always used to understand
the meaning of the text.

Essay Questions

Section B
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Mark Scheme
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Indicative Content
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Example Candidate Response — Distinction (D1)
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Examiner Comment

This is clearly a D1 essay. It has strong opening and is generally well structured. The candidate
demonstrates a very detailed knowledge of the text, quoting, where appropriate, both in the original and
in translation, as well as making reference to secondary literature. Argumentation is tight and reasonably
persuasive.

Example Candidate Response — Distinction
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Examiner Comment

This essay just creeps into the Distinction band. The candidate shows some degree of planning before
beginning to write, and displays a good knowledge of the text. There are some convincing points made
(e.g. that Achilles 'refers to the death as a result of all the Greeks' efforts — “Enedvopev”’). However, some
of the argument becomes confused at time (e.g. 'we might say that his [Achilles'] defiance towards Apollo
should be praised'), and overall, as the Examiner notes, it is not particularly compelling.
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Example Candidate Response — Pass
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Examiner Comment

This answer falls into the ‘Pass’ category. There is a fair amount of narrative and not much analysis, the
argument is shaky at best, and there is a distinct lack of detail from the text.
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Unseen Literary Criticism Question

Section C
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Mark Scheme
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Indicative Content
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Example Candidate Response — Distinction (D1)
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Examiner Comment

This answer displays a good knowledge of Greek idiom, and of Greek poetic style. Quite rightly the answer
focuses on the relationship between mother and child, and picks up on the way that the choice and position
of words emphasises that central theme. The identification of stylistic features is never seen as an end

in itself; it is related to the meaning of the passage. Attention to detail is deployed to the same purpose
("Pentheus’ terrible screaming is contrasted with the women's shrieking . . .).
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Example Candidate Response — Distinction
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Examiner Comment

In this answer — worthy of a D2 mark — both questions (i) and (ii) received full marks. It was in the longer,
essay-style question that fewer marks were awarded. The reason for this was — in this case — a surprising
lack of detail and thoroughness. What was mentioned and discussed was done so in a very sophisticated
way (Pentheus’ screaming, the women playing with parts of Pentheus like an animal playing with a toy).
More could have been made, for instance, of the details of Agave's frenzy, of Pentheus’ failed appeal to her,
of the easiness of the dismemberment, and so on.
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Theme Essay Question
Section C

Euripides, Electra: The House of Atreus

10 "The women in this myth are more fearsome than the men." Discuss. [20]
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Mark Scheme
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Indicative Content

Example Candidate Response — Distinction
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Examiner Comment

This essay just makes it into the Distinction band. The candidate provides a good overview of the theme
texts and makes some valid points, backed up by some detail from the texts. Some nice character analysis is
undertaken, but the conclusion could have been a little stronger.
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Classical Greek Paper 2

Commentary Questions

Section A
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Mark Scheme
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Example Candidate Response — Distinction (D1)
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Examiner Comment

In every respect this is an answer of the highest distinction. The translation is extremely accurate and worth
full marks; the answer to question (ii) not only summarises what Diotima says accurately and succinctly; it
also gives a good — and, again, succinct — account of whether the argument is convincing (there is a clear
understanding of Plato’s Theory of Forms). The answer to question (iii) displays similar qualities: close
attention is paid to the Greek, while remaining sensitive to the meaning and the argument. All in all, a very
well-organised answer indeed.
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Example Candidate Response — Distinction
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Examiner Comment

This is a good example of an answer that demands a mid-D2 mark. The translation, as one would expect, is
very accurate (full marks). The answer to question (i) is good: there is lots of detail given and some attempt
to answer the question about why Herodotus uses so much detail — though there could have been more
here. The answer to question (ii) shows similar attention to detail, though the argument about how the
passage is compelling could be sharpened a little.

Essay Questions

Section B
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Indicative Content
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Example Candidate Response — Distinction (D1)
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Examiner Comment

This is a full and detailed answer, worthy of a mark in the D1 range. The answer understands how Socrates
and Diotima engage in Plato’s preferred method of dialogue, but also how the ordinary roles (Socrates as
respondent rather than questioner) are reversed. This last point could have received a slightly more detailed
treatment, but the understanding of the characterisation of Alcibiades is very good (‘a sudden, shocking
contrast’; a conversation with Socrates that has a 'highly flirtatious tone’). There is some nice understanding
of the cultural context as well, when the candidate notes that a younger man in pursuit of an older man is an
inversion of ordinary practice.
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Example Candidate Response — Distinction
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Examiner Comment

This is in fact a high D2 mark, being on the D1 threshold. In this essay, a detailed knowledge of the text is
on display, and the argument is balanced and well-organised. The candidate shows a clear understanding

of how Herodotus' narrative — especially of the battle of Marathon and events around it — are crucial to
determining whether Herodotus is biased in favour of the Athenians (the characterisation of Miltiades is
dealt with in some detail). At the same time, the candidate nicely argues that Herodotus' characterisation of
the Athenians is not uniformly favourable, although the Athenians are dominant within the narrative. This is a
well-argued and sophisticated point, typical of a piece of work very worthy of such a high mark.

E www.cie.org.uk/cambridgepreu

www.theallpapers.com



Cambridge Pre-U Example Candidate Responses

Example Candidate Response — Merit
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Examiner Comment

This essay displays quite a lot of accurate detail, but is not consistently deployed to produce a compelling
answer to the question. The opening sentence, for instance, is direct but lacks rigour ("Herodotus' account
of the battle of Marathon is very effective, as it suits his style of writing . . /); one could argue, in fact,

that it is rather confused. There is a reference as well to Herodotus’ ‘highly narrative style’, which seems
tautological or, perhaps, trivial. Detailed reference meant that this essay achieved a mid-M2 grade; better

argument would have allowed a higher mark.
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Classical Greek Paper 3

Unseen Prose Translation Question
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Style mark descriptors
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Example Candidate Response — Distinction (D1)
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Examiner Comment
It is difficult to fault this translation. The candidate is clearly fully in control of what the passage means.
A couple of small errors near the end stop the award of full marks for the translation. The English is just a

little clunky — ‘for there was necessity’ — which explains why we gave 4/5 marks for style and fluency. But
be sure: this an exceptionally good translation.
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Examiner Comment

This is a very good attempt indeed, fully worthy of a mark in the mid-D2 range. There was some lack

of vocabulary, as in not knowing brogeldduevor. Most problems, though, occurred towards the end of
the passage, in particular the final two sentences. Still, there was some good choice of vocabulary (e.g.
‘rearguard’), which meant that the translation was rewarded with 3/5 marks for style and fluency.
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Unseen Verse Translation Question
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Example Candidate Response — Distinction (D1)

www.cie.org.uk/cambridgepreu

www.theallpapers.com



Cambridge Pre-U Example Candidate Responses

Examiner Comment

This was a splendid effort and fully exemplifies what we mean by a D1 answer. There are very few errors
in grammar, syntax or vocabulary: the candidate has a clear and precise grasp of what the passage means.
On top of that, the translation is rendered in perfectly readable and appropriate English, as in the phrase ‘For

loneliness gnaws at me inside, when | see the empty bed of my wife, and the chairs on which she sat, and
the dirty floor throughout the house . . | and so on.
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Example Candidate Response — Merit
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Examiner Comment

There was a good understanding of poetic metre here, with the candidate scoring full marks in the scansion
exercise. The precise meaning of the verse, however, was not always grasped. The translation begins well
but from lines 8-9 begins to encounter more problems, partly down to lack of sure vocabulary (Epnuic is
incorrectly translated, for instance). From this point in the translation, in fact, the English begins to make
less sense, thus explaining the 1/5 mark for the style and fluency of the translation.

Classical Greek Paper 4

Prose Composition Question
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Example Candidate Response — Distinction
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Examiner Comment

This is a good example of a mid D2 level response. There are relatively few grammatical errors and
syntactical rules are well understood. As far as the style and idiom are concerned, there is a notable attempt
to link sentences correctly: note, for instance, the use of ydp and obv. The candidate also understands the
use of participles. All these things together mean that a style mark of 4/5 was well deserved.
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Example Candidate Response — Merit
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Examiner Comment

In this translation, there are a considerable number of grammatical errors, but at the same time there is
also much that is correct. The candidate has well remembered, for instance, that the Greek verb meaning
'to remember' takes the genitive case. The Greek verb meaning 'to ask', however, caused problems on
more than one occasion. The Greek presented was not always very idiomatic, but there were some good
attempts at connecting sentences appropriately, hence the style mark of 2/5.
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Example Candidate Response — Pass
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Examiner Comment

There are many grammatical errors in this attempt. Examples that could be given are: the accusative of
YoMV, the case of hdUtatog, the occasional lack of a breathing. This answer demonstrated that, if the
grammar is not sound, it is difficult to pick up the highest marks. While there was some attempt to render

the version in idiomatic Greek, it was not always successful.

Comprehension Question
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Example Candidate Response — Distinction (D1)

E www.cie.org.uk/cambridgepreu

www.theallpapers.com



Cambridge Pre-U Example Candidate Responses

www.cie.org.uk/cambridgepreu

www.theallpapers.com



Cambridge Pre-U Example Candidate Responses

www.cie.org.uk/cambridgepreu

www.theallpapers.com



Cambridge Pre-U Example Candidate Responses

www.cie.org.uk/cambridgepreu

www.theallpapers.com



Cambridge Pre-U Example Candidate Responses

Examiner Comment

This candidate understood the passage very clearly and was able to give full and detailed answers. That
also explains why the answers to the grammatical and syntactical questions were so accurate: the only error
here was the misidentification of the reason for the dative case of iUl (a dative of possession).
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