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Reading and Writing

Key messages

In order to perform well in this examination, candidates should:

e read each text and question carefully to ensure that they provide responses which contain all the details
required

e ensure that they give a summary in Exercise 4 rather than giving their own ideas and opinions about the
text

e check their responses to Exercise 4 and 6 carefully for spelling and grammatical errors, as marks are
awarded not only for content but also for accuracy of language.

General comments

Overall, performance on Exercises 1 and 2 was quite good. Candidates showed depth and understanding
when answering these exercises, and many were able to provide the information required. In Exercise 3,
some candidates struggled to grasp the meaning of the notepad headings and therefore had difficulty
selecting the appropriate material to write under these headings. Performance on Exercises 4 and 5 showed
improvement this year, and candidates’ answers to Exercise 4 demonstrated a greater level of fluency and
accuracy. It would be worth reminding candidates to avoid giving their own opinions in this exercise, as the
requirement is to write a summary of the passage. Performance on Exercise 6 also showed improvement
this year in the majority of responses. In general, candidates structured their arguments successfully.
However, a number of candidates missed the precise meaning of the words in the question and did not
address all the details. Linguistic and grammatical errors were an area of weakness in some responses.

Please note that from 2013, there will be a change to the rubric for Exercise 5. The new rubric will read as
follows:

PUAT GA 12 F 15 dF & 3R TG AT Il & P8d & V T A oo §foe| afg ag e § ar
3 TSIl & HTUR W 8 Hifaw|

Comments on specific guestions

Section 1
Exercise 1 Questions 1-6

The text focused on a villager who became paralysed in an accident. Despite his physical incapacity, he
began communicating with other villagers and provides a vital news-giving service to people in his area. The
majority of candidates found most of the questions straightforward, although in answer to Question 1 some
candidates gave answers that were not precisely correct, for example, ‘Sometimes Shishupal gives important
information or religious teachings’. The correct response to this question, as required by the mark scheme,
was ‘Shishupal gives news from his bed’ OR ‘He changed his life so that he became a living radio’.

Exercise 2 Question 6
In this exercise candidates were required to transfer information from the text provided and enter it into an

application form. Total accuracy was required for full marks. Generally, candidates did not face any difficulty
in finding the correct information for completing the form. However, once again this year, some candidates
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did not give the address details in the correct order. They wrote the name of the apartment prior to giving the
house number and this was incorrect.

Exercise 3 Questions 7-9

The reading passage discussed the increasing commercialisation of sports in India. Candidates generally
found this exercise more challenging than the first two exercises. Overall, responses were less well
structured and less detailed than those in the previous exercises.

Question 7: For this question, candidates had to write two points under the following heading: ‘The impact of
cricket on the Indian economy’. Candidates were expected to give details to explain how new cricket
tournaments such as the IPL have contributed to the commercialisation of cricket, and how they have helped
the economy to grow in India. Fewer candidates gave all the correct points in Question 7.

Question 8: The heading was: ‘The effects of sports on people’s daily life.” Most candidates answered
competently and discussed the correct points mentioned in the mark scheme. Most candidates were able to
identify two correct points in answer to Question 8.

Question 9: This question considered the following heading: ‘The increasing role of big companies in the
Olympics’. This was the last topic in this exercise. Candidates needed to give three valid points mentioned
in the mark scheme. However, very few candidates managed to provide all three points correctly. The main
reason for this was that while broadly speaking candidates managed to identify the correct answer, only a
minority were able to provide sufficient details to gain full marks for this question. For instance, some
candidates correctly identified the company’s name but omitted to give the year from which it had been
associated with the Olympics as a sponsor. As a result candidates were less successful in gaining some of
the marks available for this question.

Exercise 4 Question 11

In this summary-writing exercise, 6 marks were available for Content and 4 marks for Language. This year
most candidates appeared to be well-prepared for the requirements of this exercise and generally performed
well. Many candidates wrote their summaries in their own words and were therefore able to access the full
range of marks available for Language. However, of those candidates who used their own language, some
did not restrict their replies to the word limit. Consequently, they wrote valid points but due to the extra
length of their responses they did not gain all the marks available for content. There continues to be a small
minority of candidates who, instead of writing a summary of the key points stated in the text, write their own
thoughts and opinions about the text they have read. In some cases this meant that no marks could be
scored for Content and consequently none could be awarded for Language. Most candidates had written
precisely, covering 5 or 6 correct points from the text. A good number of candidates were able to secure 3
marks for language, and some scored full marks. A small number of candidates chose to provide an
introduction to their answer, as if starting a formal essay, and this made it difficult for them to complete the
task within the word limit. It is not to candidates’ advantage to provide an introduction: they are expected to
delve straight into addressing the given topic. Due to the addition of unnecessary information, such
candidates gained fewer marks because by the time their answer had turned to a discussion of the relevant
points of the text, they had already exceeded the word limit.

Section 2
Exercise 5 Questions 12-18

This year most candidates performed very well in this exercise. The first four Questions (11-14) required
candidates to decide whether the given statements were true or false and then, for false statements, to write
the sentence which shows that the statement is incorrect. This was attempted successfully by the majority of
candidates. However, some candidates had difficulty outlining the role of Baber Ali clearly in Question 15
and said that his role was to go to school when in fact his first role was being a candidate of Class 12.
Additionally, many candidates did not mention which school he was at. Such candidates did not provide
sufficient details to gain the mark available here.

Exercise 6
This year the topic was ‘Do you agree with the view that television and video games have affected our

reading habits?’ A significant number of candidates took the phrase ‘reading habits’ to mean ‘studying
habits’, and as a result their responses tended to be confined to the impact of television and video games on
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their academic studies. To access the top mark bands for Content, candidates needed to be able to interpret
the question in a more broad and inclusive way, and develop and elaborate on their ideas as fully as
possible. Candidates are encouraged to check their work carefully for language errors, as linguistic accuracy
was an area for improvement in many scripts.
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