8680 Arabic November 2007

ARABIC AND ARABIC LANGUAGE

Paper 8680/02
Reading and Writing

General comments

Overall the standard of answers this session was good and there is clear evidence of an improvement in the
standard since last session in the quality of language and accuracy of answers. The questions which
candidates found most challenging were Questions 1 and 2.

Candidates need to practise grammatical structures such as kaana and its sisters, the dual case, sound
feminine plurals and demonstrative pronouns. Candidates should also read widely and practise summarising.
They should pay attention to correct spelling. Candidates should avoid copying the author's phraseology
when answering Questions 3, 4 and 5.

Comments on specific questions

Question 1

Most candidates who attempted this question did not manage to produce satisfactory answers. Examiners
were looking for synonyms of the stated vocabulary.

Acceptable answers included the following:
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Question 2

The standard of answers to this question was better than for Question 1, but candidates still found difficulty
in handling the relevant grammatical structures. The most common errors were as follows:
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Question 3
Examiners were looking for answers which demonstrated candidates’ comprehension of Text One,
expressed in the candidates’ own words and style of writing. The majority of candidates copied phrases from
the author’s text.
The following is part of an answer which scored good marks:

- tﬁU‘C& ‘J?I’JC‘O &LJLS )l \dc"_\J\C"_\ ddﬁ_\&de 20 \dﬁ;ujkla U?&Q}éz \d)\@&'& }\d\cd\d \dCeL..;JE uﬂ\duau._:) }\dcdﬁ )L‘C?d

G ol 1o 1T sd e s Jelis iy 1 pas_s Tiuad slsoaz i 50 sleal. slel 1dosma 108Ias e s Jo i) pas b zoss £ 0
‘JQ\JLﬁt \déaé? «d C_,\Qa._aa saJIJNcs \d&é\g_'«s;'é J\dg_'q")gg'é_

1 www.theallpapers.com



8680 Arabic November 2007

Question 4

Examiners were looking for answers which demonstrated candidates’ comprehension of Text Two, with good
use of language and expressed in the candidates’ own words. The following is part of an answer which was
written in the candidate’s own words, but was not up to the expected level of language use:
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Question 5

Candidates were required to write a summary on the importance of creativity and its relationship to cultural
and artistic life, and on how creativity can play a role in protecting the environment in large cities.

Many candidates did not score good marks for the following reasons:

(a) They copied out portions of text from one or both texts.
(b) They used irrelevant sections of the text.
(c) They wrote using poor quality of language.
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ARABIC AND ARABIC LANGUAGE

Paper 8680/03

Essay

General comments

The question paper gave a choice of six titles, with the overall mark being out of 40: 24 marks for language
and 16 for content. The standards attained by the candidates varied considerably. Overall, the level
achieved by the candidates was satisfactory, though there appeared to be fewer outstanding essays than in
previous years. The best essays were grammatically sound and well-structured, with coherent lines of
argument, but a number of essays were deficient in some or all of these respects. On the plus side, there
was less reliance on memorised formulae than in scripts from the previous year, and there were no
discernible instances of ‘pre-learned’ essays being submitted as scripts.

As in previous examinations, there were frequent grammatical errors, for example in the use of the idaafa
construction, and in case endings, and some candidates continued to demonstrate an inadequate grasp of
the principles of Arabic word order. Some candidates tried to include proverbs or other short maxims in their
answers to illustrate their points, but these were not always effectively related to the main thrust of their
answers.

Comments on specific questions

Question 1

This proved a popular topic. Many essays were well written, although not all answers were well structured:
many candidates devoted too much space to the structure of the family, leaving little room to discuss its
place in society.

Question 2

This also proved a popular topic. Again, many essays were well written, though some essays showed a
tendency towards ‘padding’, through the incorporation of strings of vocabulary items.

Question 3

Only a very few candidates chose this topic. The few essays produced were, however, generally of high
quality.

Question 4

This question produced some interesting answers, including some that drew on the candidates’ own
personal experience.

Question 5
This question, on the environment, proved very popular, and elicited a number of excellent answers, though

overall the quality was rather variable. The most interesting answers were often related at least partly to
local circumstances in the candidates’ own countries.
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