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READING TESTS 
 
Notes on the Marking Scheme 
Non-verbal Answers 
Follow the mark scheme as set out. 
 
Verbal Answers 
1. The basic principle of assessment is that candidates should gain credit for what they know, understand and can do.  The following guidance should be borne in mind 

when marking. 
 (a) Credit should be given for all answers which convey the key idea required intelligibly and without ambiguity.  A separate assessment of spelling, punctuation 

and grammar is not required on these papers because of the nature of the answers.  However, these aspects are an integral part of assessing communication 
and marks cannot be awarded where errors in spelling, punctuation or grammar lead to a failure to communicate the required information without ambiguity. 

 (b) Where a candidate has given alternatives or additional information in an answer, the following criteria should be applied: 
  - if the alternative/addition does not contradict the key idea or make it ambiguous, accept; 
  - if the alternative/addition contradicts the key idea or makes it ambiguous, reject. 
 (c) Where numbered lines are given within a question/section of a question, credit should be given for correct answers, no matter which line they appear on. 
 (d) Where a question has more than one section, a candidate may include as part of the answer to one section the information required to answer another section.  

For instance, the information required to answer section (b) might be given as part of the answer to section (a).  In such cases, credit should be given for having 
answered section (b), provided that no incorrect answer has been given for that section in the correct place. 

 (e) Where a question or part of a question carries more than one mark, candidates are given credit for all the correct answers they give, even if they have given 
incorrect answers as well, except where any of the latter contradicts a correct answer that they have given. 

2. ...../..... means that these are acceptable alternative answers.  (.....) means that this information is not needed for full marks. 
3. In questions where candidates are asked to name, for example, three types of vegetable sold in the market, only the first three items they write down should be 

considered. 
4. Accept 

- T/F/? 
- /X/? 
- a mix and match approach using the above, where the response is clear and unambiguous (eg. T and  are both used by the candidate). 

5. In multiple choice questions where candidates must choose one letter or number, they should automatically get no mark awarded if they give more than one.  If the 
rubric instructs them to write one letter or number in the box and they do so, but write a second letter or number outside the box too, then the answer in the box should 
be considered. 

6. No mark scheme can cover all possible answers.  When in doubt: 
- look for the key idea, where this is appropriate. 
- NFP = no further penalty 

7. Where a candidate has crossed out an answer and what was underneath remains legible then it should be assessed. Where part of an answer is crossed out then only 
what remains should be considered. 

8. Where a candidate spells the answer in such a way that it is a word in the target language, no credit can be awarded. 
9. If a candidate offers two different responses in English or in the target language eg dog (cat) or dog (gato) where the answer is dog, no credit can be awarded. 
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Higher Tier 
 

Question Accept Mark 

1(a) P  1 

 

Question Accept Mark 

1(b) P + N 1 

 

Question Accept Mark 

1(c) N 1 

 

Question Accept Mark 

1(d) P 1 

 

Question Accept Mark 

2(a) C 1 

 

Question Accept Mark 

2(b) A 1 

 

Question Accept Mark 

2(c) A 1 

 

Question Accept Mark 

2(d) B 1 

 

Question Accept Mark 

3 C 1 

 

Question Accept Mark 

4(a) D 1 
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Question Accept Mark 

4(b) B 1 

 

Question Accept Mark 

4(c) A 1 

 

Question Accept Mark 

4(d) C 1 

 

Question Accept Mark 

4(e) D 1 

 

Question Accept Mark Reject/Notes 

4(f) A 1  

 

Question Accept Mark Reject/Notes 

5(a) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Enrique :  

Makes the most of (all) opportunities (he 
is given) 

Finds original ways to make money 

Understands personalities (of others) 

Knows how to motivate (other team 
members)/good at motivating  

(any 2) 

2 
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Question Accept Mark Reject/Notes 

5(b) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Roberto :   

Isolated from rest of team 

Inconsiderate (towards others)/shows 
little consideration (towards others) 

Rarely finishes tasks 

Unlikely/not going to be successful (in 
business) 

Makes/creates, causes more work for 
colleagues  

(any 2) 

2 

Isolated (on its own) 

 

Question Accept Mark Reject/Notes 

6(a) Sofía 1  

 

Question Accept Mark Reject/Notes 

6(b) Manolo 1  

 

Question Accept Mark Reject/Notes 

6(c) Andrea 1  

 

Question Accept Mark 

7 N 1 

 

Question Accept Mark Reject/Notes 

8(a) 

 

 

 

chew gum  

 

help concentration 

1 

 

1 

 

Accept help concentration 
in first box if second box is 
left blank or contains an 
answer which does not 
contradict. 
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Question Accept Mark Reject/Notes 

8(b) 

 

 

 

wear trainers / not wear uniform / wear 
own clothes 

 

feel / be comfortable 

1 

 

1 

 

Accept feel/be comfortable 
in first box if second box is 
left blank or contains an 
answer which does not 
contradict. 

 

Question Accept Mark Reject/Notes 

9(a) 

 

Could they / mobile phones spoil / ruin a 
(personal) relationship? 1 

 

 

Question Accept Mark Reject/Notes 

9(b) 

 

It rang David / David’s number  

The call button was activated 

1 

 

She rang David 

 

Question Accept Mark Reject/Notes 

9(c) Isabel / she liked him (a lot) 1  

 

Question Accept Mark 

9(d) C 1 

 

Question Accept Mark Reject/Notes 

10(a) A red flower 1  

 

Question Accept Mark 

10(b) B 1 

 

Question Accept Mark 

10(c) C 1 
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Question Accept Mark 

10(d) C 1 

 

Question Accept Mark Reject/Notes 

11(a) 

 

(They are) the biggest / main threat / 
problem / menace to the countryside 

1 

 

Big threat (no mention of 
countryside) 

 

Question Accept Mark Reject/Notes 

11(b) 
 

Don’t throw away glass (containers)/glass 
bottles 

Take your rubbish home/away 

1 

1 

Glass/bottles on own 
vases 

 

Question Accept Mark Reject/Notes 

11(c) 

 

 

One of: 

Ice (in South Pole) decreasing / reducing 
melting  

Animals dying (of hunger) 

 

1 

 

 

 

 

Question Accept Mark Reject/Notes 

11(d) Don’t use too much heating 1  

 

Question Accept Mark Reject/Notes 

11(e) Drought / lack of rain 1  

 

Question Accept Mark Reject/Notes 

12(a) Learn/understand songs in English 1  

 

Question Accept Mark 

12(b) C 1 
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Question Accept Mark Reject/Notes 

13 A, C (any order) 2  

 
Total 45 marks 

Mark Ranges and Award of Grades 
 
Grade boundaries and cumulative percentage grades are available on the Results statistics 
page of the AQA Website. 
 
Convert raw or scaled marks into marks on the Uniform Mark Scale (UMS) by using the 
link below. 
 
UMS conversion calculator www.aqa.org.uk/umsconversion 
 

 

http://web.aqa.org.uk/over/stat.php
http://www.aqa.org.uk/umsconversion
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