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READING TESTS 
 
Notes on the Marking Scheme 
Non-verbal Answers 
Follow the mark scheme as set out. 
 
Verbal Answers 
1. The basic principle of assessment is that candidates should gain credit for what they know, understand and can do.  The following 

guidance should be borne in mind when marking. 
 (a) Credit should be given for all answers which convey the key idea required intelligibly and without ambiguity.  A separate 

assessment of spelling, punctuation and grammar is not required on these papers because of the nature of the answers.  
However, these aspects are an integral part of assessing communication and marks cannot be awarded where errors in spelling, 
punctuation or grammar lead to a failure to communicate the required information without ambiguity. 

 (b) Where a candidate has given alternatives or additional information in an answer, the following criteria should be applied: 
  - if the alternative/addition does not contradict the key idea or make it ambiguous, accept; 
  - if the alternative/addition contradicts the key idea or makes it ambiguous, reject. 
 (c) Where numbered lines are given within a question/section of a question, credit should be given for correct answers, no matter 

which line they appear on. 

 (d) Where a question has more than one section, a candidate may include as part of the answer to one section the information 
required to answer another section.  For instance, the information required to answer section (b) might be given as part of the 
answer to section (a).  In such cases, credit should be given for having answered section (b), provided that no incorrect answer 
has been given for that section in the correct place. 

 (e) Where a question or part of a question carries more than one mark, candidates are given credit for all the correct answers they 
give, even if they have given incorrect answers as well, except where any of the latter contradicts a correct answer that they have 
given. 

2. ...../..... means that these are acceptable alternative answers.  (.....) means that this information is not needed for full marks. 

3. In questions where candidates are asked to name, for example, three types of vegetable sold in the market, only the first three items they 
write down should be considered. 
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4. Accept 
- T/F/? 
- /X/? 
- a mix and match approach using the above, where the response is clear and unambiguous (eg. T and  are both used by the 
candidate). 

5. In multiple choice questions where candidates must choose one letter or number, they should automatically get no mark awarded if they 
give more than one.  If the rubric instructs them to write one letter or number in the box and they do so, but write a second letter or 
number outside the box too, then the answer in the box should be considered. 

6. No mark scheme can cover all possible answers.  When in doubt: 
- look for the key idea, where this is appropriate. 
- NFP = no further penalty 

7. Where a candidate has crossed out an answer and what was underneath remains legible then it should be assessed. Where part of an 
answer is crossed out then only what remains should be considered. 

 
8. Where a candidate spells the answer in such a way that it is a word in the target language, no credit can be awarded. 
 
9. If a candidate offers two different responses in English or in the target language eg dog (cat) or dog (chat) where the answer is dog, no 

credit can be awarded. 
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2012 GCSE Bengali Unit 2 - Reading Higher 
 
 

Question Accept Marks Reject / Notes 

1 (a) in the council office / office 1 council 

 

Question Accept Marks Reject / Notes 

1 (b) uses two languages / Bengali and 
English / bilingual 

1 Mention only one 
language 
translate 

 

Question Accept Marks Reject / Notes 

2 D C/B F E 4 Must be in this order 

 

Question Accept Marks Reject / Notes 

3 (a) an oil tanker broke up / oil leaked 
(into the Gulf of Mexico) 

1 Any one 

 

Question Accept Marks Reject / Notes 

3 (b) the region was polluted / lots of fish 
(and sea creatures) died 

1 Any one 
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Question Accept Marks Reject / Notes 

3 (c) angry / wanted compensation / shocked 1 Any one 

 

Question Accept Marks Reject / Notes 

4 (a) B 1  

 

Question Accept Marks Reject / Notes 

4 (b) D 1  

 

Question Accept Marks Reject / Notes 

4 (c) E 1  

 

Question Accept Marks Reject / Notes 

5 Knives are prohibited in school / don’t 
throw any scraps of food in corridors. 
No sharp items, don’t run, left side of 
corridor, no knives. 

2 Two in any order 

 
  



Mark Scheme – General Certificate of Secondary Education Bengali – 46353H – June 2012 
 

7 
 

 

Question Accept Marks Reject / Notes 

6 (a) B 1  

 

Question Accept Marks Reject / Notes 

6 (b) (in the) canteen 1 near the club 

 

Question Accept Marks Reject / Notes 

7 (a) there is smoke in the sky 
ash - cloud 

1 wind 
cloud 

 

Question Accept Marks Reject / Notes 

7 (b) no planes flying 
no flights 

1 parachute 

 

Question Accept Marks Notes 

8 (a) should be able to use computers / 
cash tills 

1 Any one 
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Question Accept Marks Notes 

8 (b) download the application form / 
send it by post / e-mail 

1 Any one 

 

Question Accept Marks Reject / Notes 

9 (a) F 1  

 

 

Question Accept Marks Reject / Notes 

9 (b) ? 1  

 

Question Accept Marks Reject / Notes 

9 (c) T 1  

 

Question Accept Marks Notes 

10 help each other / sympathise / can 
depend on each other / tolerate 

reliability 

3 Three answers needed in 
any order 

 
  



Mark Scheme – General Certificate of Secondary Education Bengali – 46353H – June 2012 
 

9 
 

 

Question Accept Marks Reject / Notes 

11 (a) B 1  

 

Question Accept Marks Notes 

11 (b) may harm the land / other crops 
cannot be grown 

2 In any order 

 

Question Accept Marks Reject / Notes 

12 (a) America produces the greatest 
amount of GM food 

1  

 

Question Accept Marks Reject / Notes 

12 (b) A 1  

 

 

Question Accept Marks Reject / Notes 

13 (a) speed limit 20 mph 1  

 

Question Accept Marks Reject / Notes 

13 (b) bicycles will be stuck behind cars 1  
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Question  Accept Marks Reject / Notes 

14 (a) Wednesday bright / clouds / rain at times  
 

3 

Any one 

Thursday sunny in the eastern region / 
there may be rain in the west 

Any one 

Friday Rain in the west / weather 
mostly good / in the eastern 
region there may be rain 

Any one 

 

Question Accept Marks Notes 

14 (b) heavy rain / storm / cyclone / there could be 
floods 

2 

 

Any two in any order 

 

Question Accept Marks Reject / Notes 

15 (a) (she does not mind) being disturbed 1  

 

Question Accept Marks Reject / Notes 

15 (b) she likes the Beatles because the 
songs inspire her 

2  

 
  



Mark Scheme – General Certificate of Secondary Education Bengali – 46353H – June 2012 
 

11 
 

 

Question Accept Marks Notes 

16 (a) finding a lost boy / helping a young man 
find his mother 

 

2 Any order 

 

Question Accept Marks Reject / Notes 

16 (b) she saw mother and son reunited 

For one mark: finding the lost boy and 
seeing the mum cry. 

2  

 
Convert raw or scaled marks into marks on the Uniform Mark Scale (UMS) by using the link below. 
 
UMS conversion calculator  www.aqa.org.uk/umsconversion 
 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/umsconversion

	Notes on the Marking Scheme



