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SECTION  A: THEORY  AND  METHODS

Answer all parts of this Section.

Total for this section: 20 marks

1 Read Items A and B below and answer parts (a) to (d) which follow.

Item A

Sociologists use quantitative and qualitative secondary data in research.  However, the 
usefulness of each of these types of data has been questioned.  For instance, there is a lively
debate among sociologists about the use of official statistics.  Governments collect and 
publish statistics on a wide range of social activities and use them to help develop policies 
and plan for future needs.  

However, both interpretivists and Marxists make criticisms about both the validity and the
reliability of official statistics.  In studies on suicide, crime, unemployment and poverty, the
interpretations put on statistics have been challenged.  In contrast to this, many positivist
sociologists argue that in the scientific study of society, official statistics are a valuable 
source of information that should never be ignored.

Item B

Researchers argue about whether or not sociology can be called a science.  For some, the
argument focuses on the research process, whilst for others it depends upon the definition of 
a science.  According to Kuhn, what makes a subject a science is the fact that all those who
practise it share the same ‘paradigm’.  A paradigm is a model of how scientists should work, 
what questions they should ask, and even what answers they ought to find.  Using this model 
of science, some would argue that sociologists do not have a shared paradigm, and thus 
sociology cannot be seen as a science.  It is also argued that, unlike the natural sciences, 
sociology cannot be objective and value-free.
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(a) Briefly explain what is meant by ‘reliability’ (Item A, line 7). (2 marks)

(b) (i) Identify two examples of ‘qualitative secondary data’ (Item A, line 1). (2 marks)

and

(ii) Briefly explain how one of these examples of qualitative secondary data might be
useful in sociological research. (2 marks)

(c) Identify and briefly explain two issues that might cause some sociologists to question the
reliability and/or the validity of official statistics (Item A). (4 marks)

(d) Briefly examine why some sociologists have argued that sociology ‘cannot be objective and
value-free’ (Item B, line 8). (10 marks)

Turn over for Section B
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SECTION  B: THEORY  AND  METHODS

Answer one question from this Section.

Total for this section: 40 marks

EITHER

2 Evaluate the usefulness of observational techniques in sociological research. (40 marks)

OR

3 Evaluate how the concepts of modernity and post-modernity have influenced sociologists’
understanding of society today. (40 marks)

END  OF  QUESTIONS

Copyright © 2006 AQA and its licensors.  All rights reserved.
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