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Answer two questions.

1 “The cosmological argument is an a posteriori argument; the ontological argument is an
a priori argument.’

(a) Explain the contrasting approaches taken to the challenge of proving the existence of God
by the cosmological and ontological arguments. (20 marks)

(b) ‘Faith does not need proof.’

Explain why this claim might be made, and assess the view that the cosmological and
ontological arguments for God’s existence have no value for religious believers today.
(30 marks)

2 (a) Explain what the Augustinian Theodicy and process thought teach about the nature and

origin of evil. (20 marks)

(b) Explain why the existence of evil is a challenge to faith, and assess the view that the
Augustinian Theodicy meets that challenge, but process thought does not. (30 marks)
3 (a) Examine the variety of mystical experiences. (20 marks)

(b) ‘The essence of a mystical experience is beyond description.’

Explain this statement, and assess the view that only those who have had a mystical
experience are able to judge them. (30 marks)

END OF QUESTIONS
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