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Answer Question 1 and one other question.

1 Read this passage and answer parts (a) and (b) which follow.

�The Big Bang theory argues for a scientific understanding of the origin of the universe.
Despite this, many religious believers would not see a conflict between a religious
understanding of �creation� and a scientific understanding of the origin of the universe.�

(a) Outline the Big Bang theory of the origin of the universe. (10 marks)

(b) Explain why many religious believers see no conflict between a religious understanding
of �creation� and a scientific understanding of the origin of the universe. (10 marks)

2 (a) Explain the following definitions of miracle:

�A violation of a law of nature by a supernatural agent�, and
�An amazing coincidence of religious significance�. (15 marks)

(b) (i) Explain the difficulties raised for religious believers by defining miracle as �a
violation of a law of nature by a supernatural agent�.

(ii) Assess the extent to which defining miracle as �an amazing coincidence of religious
significance� overcomes these difficulties. (25 marks)

3 (a) Outline the design arguments for the existence of God as presented by both Aquinas and
Swinburne. (15 marks)

(b) Outline the ways in which science has challenged the design arguments, and assess how
successful these challenges are. (25 marks)

END  OF QUESTIONS
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