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e Answer two questions.
Answer Question 1 and one other question.
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Answer Question 1 and one other question.

1 Read this passage and answer parts (a) and (b) which follow.

‘Hume defined a miracle as a violation of a law of nature. According to Hume, since laws of
nature have been established over many hundreds of years, it will always be more reasonable to
believe that a law of nature has not been broken than to accept testimony claiming that a law of
nature has been broken.’

(a) Outline three reasons that Hume gave as to why testimony about a miracle was not
reliable. (10 marks)

(b) State and explain one definition of miracle, other than ‘a violation of a law of nature’.
(10 marks)

2 (a) Outline both the Steady State theory of the origin and nature of the universe, and the
main characteristics of a religious understanding of creation. (15 marks)

(b) Outline the Big Bang theory of the origin and nature of the universe, and assess the view

that, if the Big Bang theory is accepted, a religious understanding of creation must be
denied. (25 marks)

3 (a) Explain how the design argument uses observations of nature as evidence that God exists.
(15 marks)

(b) Outline how science explains those features of nature that suggest design, and assess
the view that it is science alone, not religion, that explains those features of nature that
suggest design. (25 marks)

END OF QUESTIONS
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