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Answer Question 1 and one other question.

1 Read this passage and answer parts (a) and (b) which follow.

�When we explore religious experiences we are struck by their immense variety.  There are
many different types of vision, for example.  Searching for �visions� on the Internet provides
hundreds of very different experiences, not all of them religious, which are sometimes
described in vivid detail.  Revelation experiences are also varied, as is the information they
provide.�

(a) Examine the variety of �vision� experiences by referring to three �different types of
vision� experienced by religious believers. (10 marks)

(b) Explain what is meant by �revelation experiences�. (10 marks)

2 (a) Explain how and why scriptures are important in religion today. (15 marks)

(b) �Some passages of scripture may be interpreted symbolically.�

Explain what this statement means, and assess the view that, when believers interpret
scriptures symbolically, they are simply making the scriptures say what they want them to
say. (25 marks)

3 (a) Explain how both scriptures and religious experience can inspire faith. (15 marks)

(b) Explain why religious experiences can be so difficult to describe, and assess the view
that, although religious experience can inspire faith, believers need more than religious
experience to tell them how to live or what to believe. (25 marks)

END  OF QUESTIONS
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