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Answer Question 1 and one other question.

1 Read the passage and answer questions (a) to (d) which follow.

�At the heart of many religions are religious scriptures or sacred writings.  The nature of these writings is
varied, as is the purpose for which they were written, but in every case they act as a guide to faith,
bringing understanding to whoever reads them.�

With reference to the scriptures or sacred writings of one religion:

(a) Explain the nature of these scriptures or sacred writings. (10 marks)

(b) Explain the purpose for which these scriptures or sacred writings were written. (10 marks)

(c) Explain what it means to say that scriptures may be interpreted literally or symbolically.
(10 marks)

(d) Assess the view that scriptures have little value as a guide to faith in religion today. (10 marks)

2 (a) Explain the main features of the following types of religious experience:

(i) conversion; and
(ii) mystical experience. (20 marks)

(b) Explain why those who have religious experiences may find them hard to describe, and assess the
view that religious experiences have significance only for those who have them. (20 marks)

3 (a) Choose one person whose religious experience has had a major impact on religion.  Summarise the
religious experience(s) of that person, and explain the significance of their experience(s) for
followers of that religion. (20 marks)

(b) Explain why religious experience has no authority for some people, and assess the view that it is
not important for believers to have religious experiences. (20 marks)

END  OF QUESTIONS
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