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Skill A: Design

Al

A2

A3

A4

A5

A6

A7

Aim stated:
2marks Theaim gives aclear idea of what the candidate hopes to find out. What is being
investigated is obvious.

1mark  Theaim gives some idea of what the candidate hopes to find out, although this may
be very generalised.

Omarks Theaimisvery unclear or not stated.

Background material:

2marks Some of the background material has an obvious and direct reevance to the
investigation; this requires that the proposed investigation is drawn from theory
and/or research presented in the content of the AS modules.

1mark  Thebackground material has some relevance to the investigation.
Omarks Thebackground material isirrelevant or noneis included.

Hypothesis stated:
2marks The hypothesisis appropriate to the study and testable. It is evident what is being
measured.

1mark  Thehypothesisis stated but is unclear and/or untestable.
Omarks Thereisno hypothesis stated.

Variables under investigation identified:

2marks BoththelV and DV or key variables are accurate and operationalised.
1mark  Oneor both variables are stated but only oneis accurate or operationalised.
Omarks Neither variableis clearly identified or operationalised.

Possible extraneous variable identified:

2marks A plausible extraneous variableis clearly stated, along with a clear explanation of
why it is an EV and how it would change the results or lead to the wrong conclusion
being made.

1mark A possible EV is stated, but thereis no clear explanation of why/how the results
would be affected.

Omarks Thesuggestion for an EV is missing or it is inappropriate.

Control suggested for extraneous variable:

2marks Thereisaclear description of how the EV (in A5) could be controlled.
1mark  Thereisapartial description of how the EV (in A5) could be controlled.
Omarks Thereis no description of how the EV (in A5) could be controlled.

Target population identified:

2marks Thetarget population is explicitly stated, including a location which can be verified
in thereport.
1mark  Thereis some referenceto the population or target population used.

Omarks Thereisnoreferenceto the population or target population used.
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A8

A9

A10

All

A12

A13

Al4

Sampling method identified:
2marks Thesampling method is correct and clearly stated, using one of the methods given
in the specification (ie random, opportunity, stratified and systematic).

1mark  Thereissomereferenceto, or description of, a sampling process although this may
not be correctly named.

Omarks Thereisno referenceto a sampling process.

Sampling method justified:
2marks Thereisaclear and appropriate justification for the choice of sampling method.

1mark  Thereissome attempt to justify the choice of sampling method.
Omarks Thereis no attempt to justify the choice of sampling method or this is inappropriate.

Task and materials described:
2marks The candidate describes and justifies the materials that they have designed and the
task that the participants have to do.

1mark  The materials and/or task areincluded but not fully described, or are not designed
by the candidate.

Omarks The materials and task are not described.

Ethical issue identified:
2marks Oneclearly rdevant ethical issueis explicitly stated. Appropriate terminology is
used.

1mark  Oneethical issueisidentified but may not be stated in the appropriate
terminology/may not have obvious relevance to the investigation.

Omarks No specific ethical issueisidentified.

Control suggested for ethical issue:

2marks The candidate states clearly how they controlled theissue identified in skill A11.
1mark  Thereis some referenceto control of thisissue.
Omarks Thereisno referenceto control of thisissue.

Procedure described:

2marks Theprocedureisclear; it is explicit what was done and in what order.
1mark  Thereissome attempt to describe the procedure.
Omarks Thereis no attempt to describe the procedure.

Procedure replicable:

2marks All aspects of the investigation are included, eg details of where the study was
carried out, materials, and a copy of the brief, standardised instructions and debrief
in verbatim (for an experiment). To get 2 marksin Al4, 2 marks must also have
been awarded for A13.

1mark  Thereisan attempt to include the above but the description falls short on one or two
aspects, eg there may be no materials or the brief or debrief are not verbatim.

Omarks Thereis an attempt to include the above but the description falls short on more than
two aspects.
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Skill B: Implementation

Bl

B2

Evidence from reporting of appropriate treatment of participants:

2 marks

1 mark
0 marks

Evidence that the participants have been treated ethically isincluded. Thereisa
brief and debrief addressing the ethical issues. For participants under the age of 16,
aletter of consent isincluded.

Some evidence of ethical treatment is included.

No evidence of ethical treatment is included, although there may be reference made
to “treating participants ethically”.

Evidence from reporting of procedures carried out appropriately:

2 marks

1 mark
0 marks

Evidence that the procedure was appropriate and that the participants have
completed thetask isincluded. For example, this could be some “answer shegts” on
which participants recalled words from a list.

Some evidence that the procedure was carried out as planned is included.
No evidence that the procedure was carried out as planned is included.

Skill C: Analysisand | nter pretation of data

C1

C2

C3

C4

Datarepresented in appropriate form(s):

2 marks

1 mark

0 marks

Summary datais presented in an appropriate form, such as atable, bar chart or pie
chart. Thereisno raw data here.

Thereis some attempt to present a summary of the data, although raw data may also
beincluded in the same display.

Thereis no summary dataincluded.

Table(s)/chart(s)/graph(s) headed appropriatdy:

2 marks

1 mark

0 marks

The data presented for C1 has a clear, detailed title that includes the variables under
investigation. Tables and graphs are clearly labélled including units where
appropriate.

The data presented for C1 has atitle with some detail, but does not reach the criteria
for 2 marks.

The data presented has the title “ Results’, or no titleis given.

Calculation(s) performed on raw data:

2 marks

1 mark

0 marks

A correctly calculated mean, % or other descriptive statistic is presented. Raw data
and evidence of the calculation are included.

A correctly calculated mean, % or other descriptive statistic is presented, and raw
datais included.

No calculation is presented, or it isincorrect.

Verbal summary of data:

2 marks

1 mark

0 marks

A clear written summary of the resultsis given, stating explicitly what has been
found.

A written summary of theresultsis included but this may not be explicit, eg the
candidate may refer to Group 1 and 2.

Thereis no summary of the results.
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C5

C6

C7

C8

C9

C10

Results related to hypothesis:

2marks The candidate states clearly which hypothesis is accepted or rejected.

1mark  Thecandidate makes an attempt to accept or rgect one of the hypotheses, although
it may not be clear which is accepted.

Omarks Thereis no attempt to accept or rgject one of the hypotheses.

Results related to background material:

2 marks

1 mark

0 marks

Thereis aclear comparison of the candidate’ s results and the background material
quoted in the Introduction.

Thereis an attempt to compare results with previously quoted research, but this may
be vague or superficial.

Thereis no attempt to compare results with previously quoted research.

Conclusion drawn:

2 marks

1 mark
0 marks

A clearly stated and accurate conclusion or implication is drawn from the results,
not a re-statement of the results.

Thereis an attempt to draw a conclusion or implication.
Thereis no attempt to draw a conclusion or implication.

Appreciation of limitation of investigation:

2 marks

1 mark
0 marks

A relevant limitation of theinvestigation is explicitly stated and a statement is made
explaining why thisis alimitation.

A relevant limitation is stated but thisis either not explained or inadequately so.

No attempt is made to suggest a limitation, or the suggestion isirrelevant.

Suggestion for improvement of investigation:

2 marks

1 mark
0 marks

A clearly stated and appropriate improvement is suggested. This may or may not
relate to the limitation stated in C8.

An attempt is made to suggest an improvement.
No attempt is made to suggest an improvement.

Suggestion for further research:

2 marks

1 mark

0 marks

An extension study on the sametopic is clearly outlined, possibly by changing one
of the key variables.

An attempt is made to suggest some extension work, which has some relevance to
the present study.

No attempt is made to suggest some extension work, or the suggestion isirrelevant.
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Skill D: Communication

D1  All components of report present:

D2

D3

D4

2marks All headings as below are used:

» Title(thisis appropriate, indicating the nature of the investigation, ie not a
vaguetitle such as*“ Study on Memory” or “Psychology Coursework™)

*  Abstract

e Introduction or background

e Maethod or design, procedure, materials and participants

*  Results

» Discussion

»  References (or Bibliography)

e Appendix

1mark  Atleast 4 of the above headings are used
Omarks Lessthan 4 of the above headings are used.

Use of terminology:

2marks Accurateterminology is evident in the written account. This could be psychological
and/or methodological terminology.

1mark  Thereisvery limited use of accurate terminology in the written account.

Omarks Thereisno use of accurate terminology in the written account.

Abstract presented:

2marks Theabstract is clear and concise, including all points as below.

»  Brief outline of the background theory and/or research on which the
investigation was based

*  Aim(s) and/or hypothesis(es) of this investigation

»  Details of the research method used (eg experiment or observation) and the
design chosen (eg repeated measures)

e Sampling method and/or sample of participants

* Results of theinvestigation including appropriate statistical information

»  Statement about whether the hypothesis was accepted or rgjected (or
which hypothesis was accepted)

»  Theconclusion drawn.

1mark  Anattempt is made at an abstract but this isincomplete, although it includes at least
4 points as above.

Omarks Theabstract contains less than 4 points as above or is not included.

References presented:

2marks At least one correctly referenced book or journal isincluded.

1mark  Thereisan attempt to reference a book or journal but thisisincomplete, or only a
website is referenced.

Omarks Noreferences areincluded.

[Author’s surname, Initials, Date, Title, Publisher]
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