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In addition to this paper you will require:
! a calculator,
! a pencil and a ruler.

Time allowed: 1 hour 45 minutes

Instructions
! Use blue or black ink or ball-point pen. 
! Fill in the boxes at the top of this page. 
! Answer both questions in the spaces provided.  All working must be shown.
! Do all rough work in this book.  Cross through any work you do not want

marked. 

Information
! The maximum mark for this paper is 30. 
! Mark allocations are shown in brackets. 
! The paper carries 5% of the total marks for Physics Advanced.
! A Data Sheet is provided on pages 3 and 4.  You may wish to detach this

perforated sheet at the start of the examination.  
! You are expected to use a calculator where appropriate. 
! You are advised to spend no more than 30 minutes on Question 1. 
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Data Sheet

! A perforated Data Sheet is provided as pages 3 and 4 of this question 
paper.

! This sheet may be useful for answering some of the questions in the 
examination.

! You may wish to detach this sheet before you begin work.
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Answer both questions.

You are advised to spend more than 30 minutes on Question 1.

1 A liquid is placed in a vertical cylindrical container that is made to rotate about its axis.  Once all the
liquid is rotating with the same angular velocity as the container, the surface of the liquid takes the
shape of a parabola and may then be used as a mirror.

A property of such mirrors is that any incident light ray, parallel to the central axis, is reflected back
through a single point called the focal point.

The distance between the focal point and the centre of the mirror is called the focal length of the mirror,
as shown in Figure 1.

Figure 1
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A student is investigating the light reflected from the surface of the rotating liquid and discovers that
an LDR can be used to see how the intensity of the reflected light varies along the axis of rotation of
the liquid.
The LDR is positioned over a small hole in a piece of card.  The LDR and card are then aligned with
the axis of rotation of the liquid (see Figure 2).
The student realises that if this arrangement is moved vertically up or down, through the focal point,
then the position of the focal point can be found.

Figure 2

It is suggested to the student that the focal length of the reflecting surface, f, is related to the period
of rotation of the liquid, T, by an equation of the form

f  ∝ T 2.

Design an experiment that uses the idea outlined in Figure 2 to test if this suggestion is correct.

You should assume that the normal laboratory apparatus used in schools and colleges is available to
you, as is a variable speed motorised turntable and a supply of liquid with suitable reflective surface
properties.

You may wish to draw a diagram to illustrate your answer.

You should also include the following in your answer:
! The quantities you intend to measure and how you will measure them.
! How you propose to use your measurements to test whether the suggested relationship between

f and T is correct.
! Any factors you will need to control and how you will do this.
! How you could overcome any difficulties in obtaining reliable results.

Write your answers to Question 1 on pages 8 and 9 of this booklet.
(8 marks)
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2 In this experiment you will investigate the oscillation of a metre ruler and a half-metre ruler on
cylindrical surfaces of different diameters.

No description of the experiment is required.

You are provided with three lengths of plastic cylindrical drainpipe of different diameters.  The
drainpipe of largest diameter has been clamped to the bench in such a way that the pipe retains its
circular cross-section when the G-clamp is tightened.

(a) (i) Make suitable measurements to determine the external diameter, d, of each drainpipe.

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

(ii) Use the micrometer screw gauge to measure the thickness of the half-metre ruler and the
thickness of the metre ruler.
Record below the thickness, t, of each ruler.

half-metre ruler of length, l = 0.50 m

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

metre ruler of length, l = 1.00 m

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................
(2 marks)
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(b) Balance the half-metre ruler with its graduated face uppermost on the largest diameter drainpipe.

The ruler should be perpendicular to the axis of the drainpipe.

Depress and then release one end of the ruler so that the ruler performs small amplitude
oscillations in a vertical plane on the curved surface of the drainpipe.
Make suitable measurements to determine the period, T, of these oscillations. 

Repeat the procedure with the metre ruler balanced on the drainpipe.

Use each ruler, in turn, on each of the smaller diameter drainpipes, until you have a total of
six values of T.

Ensure that when you tighten the G-clamp the drainpipe retains its circular
cross-section.

Record below all your measurements and observations.

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................
(3 marks)
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(c) Plot a graph with T 2 on the vertical axis and on the horizontal axis.

Tabulate below the data you will plot on your graph.

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................
(8 marks)

(d) (i) Measure and record the gradient, G, of your graph.

G = ...........................................

(ii) Evaluate .

= .........................................

(3 marks)

π 2

G

π 2

G

l 2

d � t
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(e) (i) Make a labelled sketch of the apparatus to show the positioning of the fiducial mark used.

Explain why you chose this position for the fiducial mark.

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

(ii) The amplitude of the oscillations decreases due to the effects of air damping on the ruler:
this presents a difficulty in making accurate measurements of T.
Explain the nature of this difficulty and suggest how this might be overcome.

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

(iii) For a uniform ruler of length l and thickness t, performing simple harmonic motion of
period T, on a cylindrical tube of constant diameter d, theory suggests that 

T2 ∝ 

Hence explain how the period will change if the ruler is not kept perpendicular to the axis
of the drainpipe when oscillating.

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................
(6 marks)
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