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Answer all questions.

1 Study the following source material and then answer the questions which follow.

Source A Adapted from Khrushchev Remembers, a book written by Nikita Khrushchev in
1971. Khrushchev is writing about the signing of the Nazi-Soviet Pact in August
1939

We knew perfectly well that Hitler was trying to trick us with the treaty. I heard
with my own ears how Stalin said, ‘Of course it’s all a game – I know what
Hitler’s up to. He thinks he’s outsmarted me, but actually it’s I who have tricked
him!’ I believe that the Pact was historically inevitable, given the circumstances

5 of the time, but it was very hard for us to accept the idea of joining forces with
Germany. For their part, the Germans too were using the treaty as a manoeuvre
to win time.

Source B Adapted from Hitler’s address to the Reichstag on 7 March 1936

In accordance with the fundamental right of a nation to secure its frontiers and
ensure its defence, the German Government has today restored full sovereignty
in the demilitarised zone of the Rhineland. In order to avoid any
misinterpretation of its intentions and to establish beyond doubt the purely

5 defensive character of these measures, the German Government declares itself
ready to conclude new agreements for the creation of a system of peaceful
security for Europe. We have no territorial claims to make in Europe. I now ask
the German people to support me in my struggle for real peace.

Source C War could only have been avoided in one of three ways. First, Germany might
have chosen to settle for her gains of 1938, and allow Europe a period of calm.
Second, her potential enemies might have combined together in a coalition so
formidable that Germany would have been deterred from further adventures.

5 Third, those same opponents might have decided to accept German expansion,
and get the best terms they could for themselves. In the event, none of these
things came about. Germany pressed on, and war came.

Adapted from P BELL, The Origins of the Second World War in Europe, 1986
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(a) Use Source A and your own knowledge.

Assess the validity of the views in Source A about the Nazi–Soviet Pact. (10 marks)

(b) Use Source B and your own knowledge.

How useful is Source B as evidence of Hitler’s aims and methods in foreign policy?
(10 marks)

(c) Use Sources A, B and C and your own knowledge.

‘War became inevitable by 1939 and, when it came, it was a surprise to hardly anyone.’
Assess the validity of this view. (20 marks)

END OF QUESTIONS
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