
BENG2H/Jun12/BENG2
(JUN12BENG201)

General Certificate of Education
Advanced Level Examination
June 2012

Bengali BENG2
Unit 2 Reading and Writing

Wednesday 30 May 2012 9.00 am to 12 noon

For this paper you must have:
 the text for Section 1 and the essay questions for Section 3 on an insert (enclosed).

Time allowed
 3 hours

Instructions
 Use black ink or black ball-point pen.
 Fill in the boxes at the top of this page.
 Answer all questions in Sections 1 and 2 and two questions from 

Section 3.  In Section 3 you must not answer both questions on the same 
topic.

 You must answer the questions in the spaces provided.  Do not write 
outside the box around each page or on blank pages.

 Answer in Bengali.
 Do all rough work in this book.  Cross through any work you do not want 

to be marked.

Information
 The marks for questions are shown in brackets.
 The maximum mark for this paper is 100.
 You must not use a dictionary.
 If you need extra paper, use the Additional Answer Sheets.
 This unit is divided into three sections.
 Section 1 20 marks
 Section 2 20 marks
 Section 3 60 marks

Advice for Section 3
 You are strongly advised to write a plan before beginning each answer.
 To obtain high marks you must give details and facts and express your 

own opinions/draw your own conclusions.  At all times you should explain 
and justify your answers.
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Section 2

 2   

    A number of surveys during the last decade show that until recently Bengali 
students – both boys and girls – lagged educationally behind other communities 
living in Britain.  However, during recent years, a positive change has taken place.  
Bengali boys and girls are performing much better in examinations than they used 
to in the past.  In fact, girls are doing even better than boys.  This is surprising 
because, even a century ago, society as a whole used to believe that women did 
not have the mental ability and intellect needed to be educated.  It seems incredible 
that Oxford University did not allow women to take part in any public examinations 
until 1920.  In this regard, Cambridge was even further behind than Oxford.  It was 
a private university in England that came forward to extend to women the right to 
sit public examinations.  Since women are achieving so well in the academic field 
these days, it is surprising how society belittled their intellect only a century ago.
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Section  3

Writing

See the Insert for the questions.

For Essay 1, write the number of the question you have chosen in the box below, eg 3 (a).
Go to page 14 to write your answer to Essay 2.

If you need extra space to write your answer to Essay 1, you must use an Additional Answer 
Sheet, clearly indicating the question number you are answering.

You must not write an answer to Essay 2 in the space provided for Essay 1.
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Section  3

Writing

See the Insert for the questions.

For Essay 2, write the number of the question you have chosen in the box below, eg 4 (a).
If you need extra space to write your answer to Essay 2, you must use an Additional Answer 

Sheet, clearly indicating the question number you are answering.
You must not write an answer to Essay 2 in the space provided for Essay 1.
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